STAFF REPORT FOR THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF MAY 27, 2009
FILE NO: ZCA-08-127 AGENDA ITEM: H-4
STAFF AUTHOR: Lee Plemel, AICP, Planning Director

RECOMMENDED MOTION: “I move to recommend to the Board of Supervisors approval
of ZCA-08-127, a Zoning Code Amendment to modify the Carson City Municipal Code
Title 18, Chapter 18.03, Definitions, to amend the definition of “Wind Energy Conversion
Facility,” to add a definition for “Wind Machine”; and Chapter 18.05, General Provisions,
to add section 18.05.080, Private Use Wind Energy Conversion Systems, to establish
specific standards and criteria for such systems, as recommended by staff [and include
any recommended modifications based upon discussion or other specific actions during
the meeting).”

BACKGROUND

This item has been the subject of several public meetings and much discussion with a number
of residents and Planning Division staff. Following is a history of prior public meetings on this
issue.

e On October 29, 2008, Planning Division staff brought forth a discussion item to the
Planning Commission to get direction on drafting an ordinance for wind turbines. The
Planning Commission directed staff to draft a wind turbine ordinance.

On January 28, 2009, the Planning Commission forwarded a recommendation of
approval (by a vote of 5-1, 1 absent) of an ordinance to the Board of Supervisors to
establish certain standards for wind turbines or “wind energy conversion systems.”

On March 5, 2009, the Board of Supervisors introduced the ordinance (3-2), on first
reading, as recommended by the Planning Commission.

On April 2, 2009, the Board of Supervisors did not adopt the ordinance on second
reading and directed staff to 1) work with various stakeholders to see if any points of
compromise or agreement can be reached between proponents and opponents of the
proposed ordinance and 2) take the ordinance back to the Planning Commission within
60 days of the Board of Supervisors’ meeting for further consideration and
recommendation.

PURPOSE

The general purpose of this Zoning Code Amendment is to develop an ordinance related to
residential and private use wind turbine systems or “wind energy conversion systems” (WECS's)
which, through the use of review and performance criteria, will ensure that these systems are
appropriately designed, sited and installed. There is increased interest in these systems partly
because WindGenerations/NV Energy offers rebates that somewhat offset the installation cost
of wind systems for grid-connected customers. This rebate system is available to help the State
of Nevada achieve 20 percent renewable power by 2015, as required by legislation.

Presently, city staff considers standards for WECS'’s to be the same as other accessory
structures. Certain height and setback restrictions must be met. However, no other standards
are set forth that address noise levels, aesthetics or other specific standards for these types of
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structures. The intent of this ordinance is to allow WECS’s outright as accessory uses in all
zoning districts in Carson City if the performance standards are met. Variations to the
regulations and standards may be permitted by Special Use Permit.

The purpose of this staff report and Planning Commission item is to discuss potential
modifications to the draft ordinance to address concerns expressed at prior Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors meetings as well as those of proponents of private wind
generators. All aspects of the proposed ordinance are not discussed in this staff report as they
have been discussed at previous meetings. Only those items where concerns have been raised
and alternatives proposed are included here, though the Planning Commission may consider
any aspect of the ordinance in discussion and taking action on this item.

DISCUSSION

The primary concern regarding the proposed ordinance is the impact of small wind turbines on
residential neighborhoods, specifically concerns related to noise impacts and visual impacts.
Therefore, possible regulations related to these impacts are the primary focus of this discussion.

Below are specific areas of the ordinance where alternatives have been discussed and may be
considered by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may wish to take action on
each of these standards individually. Based upon the action of the Commission, Planning
Division staff will incorporate the recommendations into an ordinance to be forwarded to the
Board of Supervisors.

1. Minimum Lot Size.
(@) Original proposal: No minimum lot size (subject to setback/height requirements).
(b) Alternative 1: One acre minimum.
(c) Alternative 2: Three acres (or other) minimum.

A concern expressed throughout the process has been the impact on adjacent neighbors. While
the original proposal used setbacks to minimize impacts, it should be recognized that having
any wind turbines on smaller lots would typically result in the units being located closer to
adjacent residences than on larger lots. There is no consensus on this issue.

Staff recommends establishing a minimum parcel/iot size of one acre for the installation of a
WECS, in conjunction with other staff recommendations for limiting the total number of WECS's
per parcel.

2. Number of WECS'’s per Parcel.
(a) Original proposal: No limit.
(b) Alternative 1: One WECS per acre of land.
(c) Alternative 2: One WECS per parcel (regardless of size).

Another concern expressed was of the potential of creating “wind farms” on residential lots,
which would have greater impacts on surrounding properties than single units. However, larger
lots could have adequate area to place additional WECS’s without impacting neighboring
properties. There is no consensus on this issue.

Staff recommends limiting the number WECS'’s per parcel to one WECS per acre.
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Setbacks from Property Lines (Residential).
(@) Original proposal: 1.1 feet setback for every 1 foot WECS height.
(b) Alternative 1: 2 feet setback for every 1 foot WECS height.

A “stricter” setback requirement would reduce both visual and noise impacts to surrounding
properties on any given lot by increasing the distance of the WECS from the adjacent property
and/or reducing the height. It was suggested by certain residents that a larger setback should
be required, such as 2:1. However, an increased setback requirement could make it more
impractical for the placement of WECS’s on certain parcels. There is no consensus on this
issue.

Staff recommends retaining a setback of 1.1:1 in conjunction with limiting the minimum lot size
to one acre and limiting the number of WECS'’s to one per acre.

4. Maximum Height (subject to setback requirements).
(@)  Original proposal: 90 feet maximum.
(b) Alternative 1: 75 feet maximum.
(c) Alternative 2: 60 feet maximum.

Regardless of parcel size on which a WECS is placed, taller WECS’s can have visual impacts
over a broader area than lower ones. However, industry recommendations say that the bottom
of a turbine rotor should be a minimum of 30 feet above any obstruction (e.g. a house or tree)
within 500 feet of the turbine. With houses in one acre single family neighborhoods permitted at
up to 32 feet, it was originally recommended that the maximum height be 90 feet, which
accounts for instances where larger lots could accommodate such a height while still meeting
required setbacks. There is no consensus on this issue.

Staff recommends establishing a maximum permitted WECS height of 60 feet. (Note: By
definition, “height” includes all components of the WECS including the rotor blades.) This greatly
reduces the potential visual impact and is more compatible with existing building heights
throughout the city. In a situation where additional height is required for a WECS, a Special Use
Permit would be required giving surrounding property owners the opportunity to voice concerns
and giving the Planning Commission the ability to address those concerns.

5. Required Permits.
(@) Original proposal: No Special Use Permit except for where proposed WECS does
not meet standards.
(b) Alternative 1: Special Use Permit for all WECS's.

The District Attorney’s opinion is that requiring a Special Use Permit for all WECS’s does not
violate State law. It was also suggested that requiring a Special Use Permit for all WECS's gives
surrounding property owners the opportunity to express concerns with individual projects.

The original ordinance was drafted under the concept that specific standards would be created
to address potential impacts of WECS'’s, and WECS’s meeting those standards would only need
to obtain a building permit. Staff still supports this concept. There is no consensus on this issue.

Staff recommends not requiring a Special Use Permit for all WECS'’s unless the WECS does
not meet all of the standards. If a Special Use Permit is required for all WECS’s and a WECS
meets all the required standards, it would put the Planning Commission in a difficult position
where surrounding property owners were expressing opposition even thought the WECS meets
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the standards. The standards are intended to address the impacts, and staff believes the focus
should be on adopting the appropriate standards.

6. Color and Painting Requirements.
(@) Original proposal: Machine must be non-reflective “tan, sand, grey, black or similar
colors;” Galvanized steel towers need not be painted.
(b) Alternative 1: Allow white turbines (as often manufactured).
(c) Alternative 2: Require painting of all tower structures.

The color of structures can have an impact on its visibility from surrounding properties and at a
distance, especially against the background of the mountains surrounding Carson City.
Therefore, it was originally recommended that the turbines, which are often manufactured using
white materials, would be required to be a more neutral or earth-tone color. Concern was
expressed from a proponent of WECS's that painting the turbines is unnecessary and a
hardship because they are typically white. Also, citizen concern was expressed that not only
should the turbines be painted, but the towers should be painted, as well, to minimize visual
impacts.

Staff recommends retaining the requirements as originally proposed to paint turbines, as
necessary (or buy them in an acceptable manufactured color), and allow galvanized steel
towers, with the clarification that this is only for lattice support structures. Except up very close,
staff does not believe there is a noticeable difference in appearance between an unpainted
lattice tower structure and a painted one. Monopole-type towers or other structures would be
required to be an appropriate color per the ordinance.

OTHER PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS

The following modifications are included in the revised ordinance draft and are considered by
staff to be generally non-controversial and/or areas where some consensus has been reached.
Based on further discussion at the meeting, the Planning Commission may consider alternatives
to these or other aspects of the proposed ordinance.

7. Definition of WECS for residential use:
e Proposed modification: Reduce from 20 kW to 10 kW.

Staff research indicates that a 10 kW WECS would be more than adequate for a single family
residence. Some concern was expressed previously about the defined size of a “small” WECS
for residential use.

8. Rotor Safety (Section 18.05.080(1)[f])
* Proposed modification: Add requirement for an exterior, manual shut off switch with
installation.

This is a general industry standard requirement and allows for easy shut off of the WECS in the
event of failure or for any other compliance-related issue.
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Noise (Section 18.05.080(1)[g])
Proposed modification: Noise limit includes all on-site WECS combined.
Proposed maodification: Change from dB to “dB(A).”
Proposed modification: Add requirement to “shut down” non-compliant WECS’
immediately.
» Proposed modification: Add language prohibiting “impulsive” sound below 20 Hertz.

Where two or more WECS’s may be placed on a parcel, two noise sources placed in close
proximity could increase noise impacts to surrounding properties. Language has been added to
the draft ordinance to clarify that noise limits at the property line will consider the sound level of
any combination of WECS’s, not just each one individually.

The dB(A) scale is often used as a standard in noise ordinances and is oriented more towards
the range of sound that the human ear can hear. The dB(A) scale is used by Washoe County in
their WECS ordinance. Washoe County also has the requirement for sound below 20 Hertz,
which was expressed as a concern particularly where a harmonic may occur from the use of
multiple WECS’s.

10.  Site Wind Analysis (Section 18.05.080(1)[I])
» Proposed modification: Require a site wind analysis to be conducted prior to the
installation of any WECS.

The WECS industry recognizes that it is a good idea for prospective WECS users to know how
well the machine will operate and generate electricity at any given location. While the proposed
language does not create a minimum standard for energy production (nor does it attempt to), it
ensures that a property owners decision to pursue the installation of a WECS is at least an
informed one.

11.  Wind Machine Certification (Section 18.05.080(1)[m])
» Proposed modification: Require that all WECS’s installed have been constructed in
accordance with industry standards and are “certified safe.”

In order to qualify for various rebate programs, WECS’s must meet certain standards in their
construction to ensure proper operation, function and safety. Including this requirement
eliminates the concern that “home-made” wind turbines will be erected.

MASTER PLAN CONFORMANCE '
The Carson City Master Plan encourages the use of alternative energy, specifically in:

Chapter 3: A Balanced Land Use Pattern

Guiding Principle I: A Compact and Efficient Pattern of Growth

Goal 1.I: Promote the Efficient Use of Available Land and Resources
Policy 1.l f: Energy Conservation

which states that Carson City will “encourage the incorporation of site planning and other design
techniques that promote solar and wind efficiency in the construction of new homes and non-
residential development.. Encourage the use of new and emerging technologies that lead to
increased energy conservation for both residential and non-residential use.”




ZCA-08-127 — Wind Turbine Ordinance
Planning Commission — May 27, 2009
Staff Report Page 6 of 7

NEVADA STATE LAW CONFORMANCE

The Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) encourage the use of alternative energy by restricting local
governments from prohibiting such uses. The applicable NRS section as modified in 2009 by
SB 114 is as follows:

NRS 278.0208 Restrictions on use of system for obtaining solar or wind energy
prohibited.

1. A governing body shall not adopt an ordinance, regulation or plan or take any other
action that prohibits or unreasonably restricts or has the effect of prohibiting or
unreasonably restricting the owner of real property from using a system for obtaining
solar or wind energy on his property.

2. Any covenant, restriction or condition contained in a deed, contract or other legal
instrument which affects the transfer, sale or any other interest in real property and
which prohibits or unreasonably restricts or has the effect of prohibiting or unreasonably
restricting the owner of the property from using a system for obtaining solar or wind
energy on his property is void and unenforceable.

For the purposes of this section, the following shall be deemed to be unreasonable
restrictions:

(a) The placing of a restriction or requirement on the use of a system for obtaining wind
energy which significantly decreases the efficiency or performance of the system and
which does not allow for the use of an alternative system at a substantially
comparable cost and with substantially comparable efficiency and performance.

The placing of a restriction or requirement on the use of a system for obtaining solar
energy which significantly decreases the efficiency or performance of the system by
more than 10 percent of the amount that was originally specified for the system, as
determined by the Director of the Office of Energy, and which does not allow for the
use of an alternative system at a substantially comparable cost and with substantially
comparable efficiency and performance.

(Added to NRS by 1995, 1105; A 2005, 1820)
* Reviser’s Note.

Ch. 425, Stats. 2005, which amended this section, contains the following provision not included
in NRS:

“The Legislature hereby declares that wind energy is a clean, renewable energy source, the use
of which must be promoted. Regional planning is needed for communities to choose good
turbine locations where wind is available. The provisions of this act allow the governing bodies
of cities and counties to promote the use of this renewable resource while promoting the general
welfare by requlating the location, height and noise level of wind turbines, as well as the parcel
size on which turbines may be placed. The provisions of this act require cities and counties to
balance the effects that wind turbines have on the environment through the existing master plan
and zoning process.”
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CONCLUSION

There has been quite a bit of public discussion regarding the aspects of the ordinance noted in
this staff report. The Planning Commission may consider past information, evidence and public
testimony in making a recommendation on the proposed ordinance. The Commission may
recommend modifications to the proposed ordinance.

For more information on the proposed ordinance, please contact Lee Plemel in the Planning
Division at 887-2180 ext. 3075, or Iplemel@ci.carson-city.nv.us.

Resources:

Link to In the Public Interest, How and Why to Permit for Small Wind Systems, A Guide for State
and Local Governments, previously provided to the Planning Commission:

< http://www.awea.org/smallwind/pdf/InThePublicinterest.pdf >

< http://www.awea.org/smallwind/ >

Respectfully Submitted,
Carson City Planning Division

Lee Plemel, AICP
Planning Director




[Note: In order to show modifications from the previous ordinance that was recommended by
the Planning Commission and reviewed by the Board of Supervisors, additions to the prior
ordinance are shown in bold, double underlined text and deletions are shown in strike-
through text (strike-through-text) with no brackets [ ]. Lines in the right margin indicate where
changes have been made.]

BILLNO.

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CARSON CITY MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 18,
ZONING, CHAPTER 18.03, DEFINITIONS, SECTION 18.03.010, WORDS AND
TERMS DEFINED, TO MODIFY THE DEFINITION OF “WIND
ENERGY/CONVERSION FACILITY” TO “WIND ENERGY CONVERSION
SYSTEM, PRIVATE USE” AND TO ADD A DEFINITION FOR “WIND MACHINE”;
AND AMENDING THE CARSON CITY MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 18 ZONING,
CHAPTER 18.05, GENERAL PROVISIONS, BY ADDING SECTION 18.05.080,
PRIVATE USE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS TO SET FORTH
SPECIFIC STANDARDS AND CRITERIA FOR THESE SYSTEMS; AND OTHER
MATTERS PROPERLY RELATED THERETO.

Fiscal effect: None
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF CARSON CITY DO ORDAIN:
SECTION I:

That Chapter 18.03 (Definitions), Section 18.03.010 (Words and Terms Defined) of the
Carson City Municipal Code is hereby amended, in part, to modify the definition of “Wind
Energy/Conversion Facility” and to add a definition for “Wind Machine”, as follows:

Wind Energy/-Conversion System, Private Use [Facility-means—a—machine—orfacility-that

means a system consisting of a
wind turbine, tower, and associated control or conversion electronics for the purpose of
providing electrical power to a lawful principle use. A system having a rated capacity of 10
kilowatts (kW) or less for residential use or 100 kilowatts (kW) or less for non-residential
use shall be considered a private use system for the purposes of the requlations. These
systems are considered accessory uses in all zoning districts.

Wind Machine. The individual component of a Wind Energy Conversion System that converts
kinetic energy from the wind into electrical enerqgy. independent of the electrical conductors,
electrical storage system, electrical metering, or electrical inverters.

SECTION 1I:

That the Carson City Municipal Code Chapter 18.05, General Provisions, Section
18.05.080, Private Use Wind Energy Conversion Systems, is hereby added, as follows:




18.05.080 Private Use Wind Energy Conversion Systems. In order to balance the need for

clean, renewable energy resources with the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the

community, the purpose of this section is to requlate private use wind energy conversion

systems (WECS) for the production of electricity for use on the subject site and for net metering

through the power company.

1)

a)

Applicability and Definition.

Private Use Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS). A private use wind energy
conversion system consists of a wind turbine, tower, and associated control or
conversion electronics for the purpose of providing electrical power to a lawful principle
use. A system having a rated capacity of 20 10 kilowatts (kW) or less for residential use
or 100 kW or less for non-residential uses shall be considered a private system for the

purposes of these regulations. Not more than one machine shall be allowed per parcel

of land when the size of the parcel is less than one acre in size. WECS are considered
accessory uses as stated in CCMC 18.03.010 (Words and Terms Defined), Accessory

Building or Accessory Structure and Accessory Use, and are allowed in all zoning
districts.

Wind Machine. The individual component of a Wind Enerqy Conversion System that
converts kinetic energy from the wind into electrical energy, independent of the electrical
conductors, electrical storage system, electrical metering, or electrical inverters. This

term shall include the towers or supporting structures.

Building Code(s). All codes, ordinances, policies and procedures, and

standards adopted and enforced by the Carson City Building Division.

Fire Code(s). All codes, ordinances, policies and procedures, and
standards adopted and enforced by the Carson City Fire Department.

_ FAA. The use of this acronym shall denote the Federal Aviation
Administration, or any other applicable authority that requlates air safety within the
Carson City jurisdiction.

Private use wind energy conversion systems shall be allowed as
accessory uses in_all Public zoning districts without the requirement of Special Use
Permit approval provided the system meets all other requirements of this section.

All proposed Private Use Wind Energy Conversion Systems located within the Carson
City Historic District must receive review and approval from the Historic Resources
Commission, i itional n h i rovals, prior to submission of a
building permit.

Standards. All Wind Energy Conversion Systems are subject to and must comply with
the following provisions of this section:

Location. No part of a wind energy conversion system shall be located within or over
drainage, utility or other established easements.

Setbacks. Minimum setbacks for private use wind machines shali be:

i) A minimum of 1.1 times the total extended height from the project property lines
adjacent to a residential, Conservation Reserve or Agricultural zoning district.




ii) Guy wire anchors may not extend closer than 10 feet from any property line.

iii) A 10 foot minimum setback from any part of the machine, rotors or quy
wires to the property line of any other non-residential zoning district.

iv) Wind machines shall not be located within the front vard setback nor
within the street-side setback of any parcel of land in residential zoning districts.

Height. The maximum total extended height of Wind Energy Conversion Systems is 90
feet, provided all required setbacks and other standards of this section are met.

i) Tower Height shall mean the height above adjacent grade of the fixed portion of the
tower, excluding the wind turbine itself.

i) Total Extended Height shall mean the height above adjacent grade to a blade tip at
its _highest point of travel and including any other portion of the Wind Enerqy
Conversion System.

Lighting. Wind system towers shall not be artificially lighted unless required, in writing,
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) or other applicable authority that requlates
air_safety. Where the FAA requires lighting, the lighting shall be the lowest intensity
allowable under FAA regulations; the fixtures shall be shielded and directed to the
greatest extent possible to minimize glare and visibility from the ground; and no strobe
lighting shall be permitted, unless expressly required by the FAA.

Access. All wind machine towers must comply with the following provisions:

i) The tower shall be designed and installed so that there shall be no
exterior step bolts or a ladder on the tower readily accessible to the public for a
minimum height of 12 feet above the ground. For lattice or quyed towers, sheets of
metal or wood or other barrier shall be fastened to the bottom tower section such that
it cannot readily be climbed; and

i) All_ground-mounted electrical and control equipment shall be
labeled or secured to prevent unauthorized access.

Rotor Safety. Each wind machine shall be equipped with both manual and automatic
controls to limit the rotational speed of the blade within the design limits of the rotor. An

xternal | sh itch shal incl ith i ion. The
minimum distance between the ground and any protruding blades utilized on a private
wind machine shall be 10 feet as measured at the lowest point of the arc of the blades.

Noise. All wind machines shall comply with the noise requirements in this section.
These levels, however, may be exceeded during short-term events such as utility
outages and severe wind storms. A manufacturer's sound report shall be required with a
building permit application.

i) No wind machine inati i i i I shall
create noise that exceeds a maximum of 50 decibels (dBA) at any property line

abutting a residential zoning district or 60 dB(A) at any other property line.

Measurement of sound levels shall not be adjusted for, or averaged with, non-

operating periods. Any wind machine(s) exceeding these levels or creating
excessive noise from non-functioning or improperly functioning parts shall




immediately cease operation upon notification by Carson City and may not resume
operation until the noise levels have been reduced and verified by an independent
third party inspector, approved by Carson City, at the property owner's expense.
Upon review and acceptance of the third party noise level report, Carson City will
allow operation of the affected wind machine(s). Wind Energy Conversion System(s)
unable to comply with these noise level restrictions shall be shut down immediately
and removed upon notification by Carson City, after a period established by Carson

h) Aesthetics and Maintenance.

i) Appearance. Wind machines, unless subject to any applicable
standards of the FAA, shall be painted using a non-reflective, non-obtrusive color
such as tan, sand, gray, black or similar colors. Galvanized steel or metal is
acceptable for the-|attice support structures. The painting or coating shall be kept in
good repair for the life of the wind machine. In addition, any changes to the approved
color shall result in notification by Carson City that the affected wind machine(s) shall
cease operation until a color correction has been made. If the affected wind
machine(s) are not repainted, using an approved color, within the period established
by Carson City, the owner shall remove the affected Wind Energy Conversion

System(s).

i) Electrical Wires. _All electrical wires leading from the tower to
electrical control facilities shall be located underground.

iii) - Maintenance. Wind machines shall be maintained in good repair,
as_recommended by the manufacturer's scheduled maintenance or industry
standards, and shall be free from rust.

Signs/Labels.

i) Advertising Label. The only advertising sign allowed on the wind machine shall be a
manufacturer's label, not exceeding one square foot in size, located on the generator

housing.

Compliance with FAA Regulations. All wind machines shall comply with applicable
FAA requlations, including any necessary approvals for installations.

Ice Throw. The potential ice throw or ice shedding from the proposed wind machine
shall not cross the property lines of the site.




3) Repair and Removal of Wind Machines. Any wind machine found to be unsafe by an
official of the Carson City Building Division shall immediately cease operation upon
notification by Carson City and shall be repaired by the owner to meet federal, state, and
local safety standards or be removed within six months. Wind machines that are not
operated for a continuous period of 42-six months shall be removed by the owner of the |
wind machine.

a) When a wind machine is removed from a site, all associated and

ancillary equipment, batteries, devices, structures or support(s) for that system shall also

be removed. For the purposes of this section, non-operation shall be deemed to include,
but shall not be limited to, the blades of the wind machine remaining stationary so that

wind resources are not being converted into electric or mechanical energy, or the wind
machine is no longer connected to the public utility electricity distribution system.

Mounting of Wind Machines. Attachment of the wind machine, including any support or |
structural components, to any building or structure shall be in strict compliance with
regulations of the Carson City Building Division.

Compliance with Requlations.

a) All systems shall comply with applicable fire and building codes.

b) All standards are absolute. Once wind machines are permitted, the owners have the
option of compliance with the standards or discontinuation of operations. If the operation
of the wind machine(s) does not comply with the provisions of this article, the operator
shall promptly take all measures necessary to comply with these requlations, including,
but not limited to, discontinued operation of one or more wind machines.

Variations to the regulations and standards of this section may only be permitted by
special use permit, approval of which shall be pursuant to Title 18, Section 18.02
(Special Use Permits).

SECTION Il

No other provisions of Title 18 of the Carson City Municipal Code are affected by this
ordinance.

PROPOSED on

PROPOSED BY Supervisor

PASSED

VOTE:




ABSENT:

ROBERT L. CROWELL, Mayor

ATTEST:

ALAN GLOVER, Clerk-Recorder

This ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after the day of the month of
of the year 2009.




CARSON CITY, NEVADA

CONSOLIDATED MUNICIPALITY AND STATE CAPITAL

MEMORANDUM

Lee Plemel, Planning Director
Jennifer Pruitt, Senior Planner (Hardcopy and Email)
Heidi Eskew-Herrmann, Assistant Planner
FROM: Roger Moellendorf, Parks & Recreation Director
DATE: May 12, 2009

SUBJECT: Parks & Recreation Department’s Comments for the Wednesday, May 27, 2009, Planning
Commission Meeting Agenda

ZCA-08-127 | Our department would like the Planning Commission to support a language change to

' the Carson City Municipal Code, Title 18, Zoning Chapter, proposed Section
18.05.080, to allow all publicly zoned parcels the ability “by right” to use small wind

| turbine generators. This ability to install small wind turbines at sport complexes, park
sites, and public buildings could assist in offsetting the annual and on-going cost of
electricity to the City and our department’s various user groups. Another application of
cost savings would be with new construction in rural or natural areas of the City. This
type of wind power generation could eliminate the cost to bring power lines into

remote areas where minimal power needs are required for a project.

SUP-09-034 { No comments.

MPA-09-035 | The Unified Pathways Master Plan (UPMP) identifies an off-street/paved/shared path
ZMA-09-036 | directly north of the project site on airport property. As our department understands
SUP-09-037 | the site design, the applicant is proposing a taxi way connection from the high school to
the airport. This connection needs to accommodate the City’s future path. Our
department is willing to discuss the related path design issues during the applicant’s
effort to develop project construction documents and the City’s permit process. In
addition, the UPMP identifies Goni Road and College Parkway as existing on-street
bike lanes. Our department believes the high school should accommodate both
pedestrian and bicycle access to the project site, including an evaluation of regional
connectivity issues. As a result, our department would recommend to the Planning
Commission that the applicant be required to work with the City’s Engineering
Department to construct concrete sidewalks along Goni Road and Old Hot Springs
Road, provide pedestrian crosswalks at the Goni Road and Old Hot Springs Road
intersections, and provide bicycle lanes on Old Hot Springs Road.

SUP-09-039 | No comments.

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT - 3303 Butti Way, Building #9 + 89701 + (775) 887-2262

Parks ® Recreation ® Open Space ® Facilities ® Lone Mountain Cemetery




