
STAFF REPORT FOR THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF OCTOBER 28, 2009 
 
 
FILE NO: ZCA-09-072     AGENDA ITEM: H-1 
 
STAFF AUTHOR:  Jennifer Pruitt, Principal Planner 
 
APPLICANT:  Carson City Planning Division 
 
SUBJECT:  Action to recommend to the Board of Supervisors the approval of ZCA-09-072, an 
ordinance amending Title 18, Zoning, Chapter 18.03, Definitions, Section 18.03.010, Words and 
Terms Defined, to modify the definition of “Animals and Fowl” in regards to residential areas and 
other matters properly related thereto. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: “I move to recommend to the Board of Supervisors the approval 
of ZCA-09-072, an ordinance amending Title 18, Zoning, Chapter 18.03, Definitions, Section 
18.03.010, Words and Terms Defined, to modify the definition of “Animals and Fowl” based 
on the findings contained in the staff report.” 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
The primary purpose of this minor modification is to eliminate any inconsistencies that may occur 
from old outdated language in Chapter 18, Zoning, which may conflict with the provisions of the 
recently amended Carson City Municipal Code (CCMC) Title 7 Animals, Chapter 7.13, Licenses 
and Regulations. The CCMC Title 7 was revised and adopted by the Board of Supervisors on July 
02, 2009. See the attached excerpt of the ordinance that amended Chapter 7.13. 
 
On December 20, 2001 the Carson City Municipal Code, Title 18 Zoning was modified to eliminate 
the references of animal units, i.e. the number of specific types of animals that are permitted on 
residential properties. At that time, a majority of the references to animals was removed from 
Chapter 18 Zoning and incorporated into Title 7. It was determined that the Health Department was 
the proper Department for the regulation of animals and by amending the CCMC; it would eliminate 
CCMC inconsistencies.  
 
At this time, the Planning Division is seeking this modification to the CCMC Title 18, Zoning, to 
eliminate the possibility of conflicting regulations regarding animals. Title 18, Zoning identifies 
animals as accessory permitted uses incidental to primary permitted uses. Chapter 7.13.190 clearly 
references Carson City Zoning regulations and specific zoning designations as they relate to 
animals. It is also important to note that the existing approved CCMC, Title 7; Animals will not be 
impacted negatively by the adoption of to ZCA-09-07, as it offers clarification that the Title 18, 
Zoning does not supersede the regulations identified in Title 7 Animals.  
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:  Public notices were published in the newspaper for 
the Zoning Code Amendment in accordance with the provisions of NRS and CCMC 18.02.045. As 
of October 09, 2009, no written comments have been received from the general public, either in 
support or opposition of this application. Any comments that are received after this report is 
completed will be submitted prior to or at the Planning Commission meeting, depending on their 
submittal date to the Planning Division. 
 
Parks and Recreation Department: 
 

• No comment regarding the proposed Zoning Code Amendment. 
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Building & Safety Division: 
 

•  No concerns regarding the proposed Zoning Code Amendment.  
 
Animal Services: 
 

• No concerns regarding the proposed Zoning Code Amendment.  
 
Health Department: 
 

• No concerns regarding the proposed Zoning Code Amendment.  
 
Engineering Division: 
 

• No concerns regarding the proposed Zoning Code Amendment.  
 
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: CCMC 18.02.050 (Review); 18.02.075 (Zoning Map Amendments and 
Zoning Code Amendments). 
 
FINDINGS:  Staff recommends the following findings for approval pursuant to the Carson City 
Municipal Code Section 18.02.075(5), Zoning Map Amendments and Zoning Code Amendments. 
 
The Commission, in forwarding a recommendation to the Board for approval of a Zoning Code 
Amendment shall make the following findings of fact: 
 
1. The proposed amendment is in substantial compliance with the goals, policies and 

action programs of the Master Plan. 
 
Rationale: The proposed Zoning Code Amendment is in substantial compliance with the goals, 
policies and action programs of the Master Plan by complying with the provisions of NRS 
requirements. The purpose of this ZCA is to be consistent with the recently amended Title 7 
Animals. 
 
2. The proposed amendment will provide for land uses compatible with existing 

adjacent land uses and will not have detrimental impacts to other properties in the 
vicinity.  

 
Rationale: This Zoning Code Amendment will allow for consistencies for Animal uses as they are 
related to the Title 7 Animals.  
 
3. The proposed amendment will not negatively impact existing or planned public 

services or facilities and will not adversely impact the public health, safety and 
welfare.  

 
Rationale: The proposed amendments will have no impact on existing or planned public services or 
facilities. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, PLANNING DIVISION 
 
Jennifer Pruitt 
 
Jennifer Pruitt, AICP, LEED AP 
Principal Planner 
 
Attachment: 
1) Draft ordinance 
 Chapter 7.13.190 Impounding of animals in zoned area 
 Parks and Recreation comments 
 Animal Control comments 
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BILL NO. _________ 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  2009-___ 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CARSON CITY MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 18, ZONING, 
CHAPTER 18.03, DEFINITIONS, SECTION 18.03.010, WORDS AND TERMS 
DEFINED, TO MODIFY THE DEFINITION OF “ANIMAL AND FOWL” IN REGARDS TO 
RESIDENTIAL AREAS, TO ELIMINATE THE REFERENCE TO ANIMALS, AND OTHER 
MATTERS PROPERLY RELATED THERETO. 
 
 
Fiscal effect:  None 

 THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF CARSON CITY DO ORDAIN: 

SECTION I: 
 

That the Carson City Municipal Code Title 18, Zoning, Chapter 18.03, Definitions, 
Section 18.03.010, Words and Terms Defined, is hereby amended, in part, by amending 
the definition of “Animals and Fowl,” as follows: 
 
18.03.010 Words and Terms Defined. 
 
Animals and Fowl means the keeping of horses, swine, fowl, sheep or other animals of 
a similar nature. Notwithstanding the zoning regulations of this title, the keeping of 
animals [are] is regulated and further defined under Carson City Municipal Code Title 7, 
Animals. 
 
SECTION II: 
 
 No other provisions of Title 18 of the Carson City Municipal Code are affected by 
this ordinance.  
 
 
  PROPOSED on _______________, 2009. 
  PROPOSED BY Supervisor        
  PASSED   __________________, 2009. 
 

VOTE:  
 
AYES:  

       
       
       
       
   NAYS:    
       

ABSENT:  
 

1 



2 

      __________________________________ 
      ROBERT L. CROWELL, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
ALAN GLOVER, Clerk-Recorder 
 
 
This ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after the ___ day of the month of 
___________ of the year 2009. 
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