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STAFF AUTHOR:  Lee Plemel, Planning Director 
 
APPLICANT:  Carson City Planning Division 
 
SUBJECT: Action to adopt a resolution making a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors 
regarding a Master Plan text amendment application to modify the mission statement and goals of 
the Carson River Master Plan.   
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: I move to adopt Resolution 2009-PC-6 recommending to the Board of 
Supervisors approval of a Master Plan text amendment application to modify the mission statement 
and goals of the Carson River Master Plan as recommended by the Carson River Advisory 
Committee, based on the findings contained in the staff report.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Carson River Master Plan is considered an element of the Carson City Master Plan. Pursuant 
to Carson City Municipal Code and NRS, Master Plan amendments must be reviewed by the 
Planning Commission for a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. A super-majority of two-
thirds of the Planning Commission (at least five votes) is required to forward a recommendation of 
approval of a Master Plan Amendment to the Board of Supervisors.  
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
A complete background and discussion regarding the proposed amendment to the 1996 Carson 
River Master Plan is included in the attached staff report from the Parks and Recreation 
Department. The proposed amendments to the mission statement and goals of the Carson River 
Master Plan are the result of recent evaluation of the continued relevance of the plan and represent 
the first update of the plan since 1996. No other amendments to any other portions of the Carson 
River Master Plan are proposed. 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:  Public notices were published in the newspaper for 
the Master Plan Element Amendment in accordance with the provisions of NRS and CCMC 
18.02.045. As of November 9, 2009, no written comments have been received from the general 
public, either in support or opposition of this application. No City departments had any comments or 
concerns regarding this amendment. Any comments that are received after this report is completed 
will be submitted prior to or at the Planning Commission meeting, depending on their submittal date 
to the Planning Division. 
 
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: CCMC 18.02.050 (Review); 18.02.070 (Master Plan Amendments). 
 
FINDINGS:  Staff recommends the following findings for approval pursuant to the Carson City 
Municipal Code Section 18.02.070(10)(e), Master Plan Amendments. 
 
1. The proposed Master Plan element amendment is consistent with and not contrary to 
the present elements of the Master Plan. 
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Rationale: The proposed amendment is in substantial compliance with the goals, policies and action 
programs of the 2006 Master Plan and specifically helps implement Guiding Principal 3, 
Stewardship of the Natural Environment, Goal 3.1, Protect Environmentally Sensitive Areas, 3.1a: 
continue to coordinate future development with the Carson River Master Plan and the ongoing 
efforts of the Carson River Advisory Board. The proposed amendments include additional 
involvement of the Carson River Advisory Committee in making recommendations regarding 
development matters within the Carson River watershed.  
 
2. The proposed element amendment shall be part of the City’s Master Plan, which is a 
comprehensive long-term document for the physical development of Carson City, and this 
element amendment will now supplement other Master Plan elements that compose the 
Master Plan.  
 
Rationale: The Master Plan amendment will become part of the City’s Master Plan upon final 
adoption by the Board of Supervisors.  
 
3. The proposed Master Plan element amendment will promote a desired pattern of 
orderly physical growth of the City and/or guides a particular type of development activity 
within Carson City, which will be based on the projected population growth with the least 
amount of natural resource impairment and/or the efficient expenditure of funds per public 
services.  
 
Rationale: The proposed amendment will provide for additional involvement of the Carson River 
Advisory Committee to provide recommendations regarding development activity and its impact on 
the Carson River and associated natural resources, per the goals and policies of the Carson City 
Master Plan as noted above. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
PLANNING DIVISION 
 
 
 
Lee Plemel, AICP 
Planning Director 
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RESOLUTION 2009-PC-6 
 

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
APPROVAL OF MPA-09-084, A MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT TO MODIFY 
THE MISSION STATEMENT AND GOALS OF THE CARSON RIVER MASTER 
PLAN ELMENT, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CARSON RIVER ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE.  

 
 WHEREAS, NRS 278.210 requires that any adoption of a master plan amendment shall 
be by resolution of the Planning Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has given proper notice of the proposed 
amendment in accordance with the provisions of NRS and CCMC 18.02.070, and is in 
conformance with City and State legal requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 18, 2009, the Planning Commission obtained public testimony 
and duly considered recommendations and findings for the proposed master plan amendment 
and approved Master Plan Amendment request MPA-09-084 by an affirmative vote of a two-
thirds majority of the Commission, at least five members of the seven-member Commission, 
pursuant to NRS 278.210, based on three findings of fact; and  
 

WHEREAS, WHEREAS, the proposed amendment modifies the mission statement and 
goals of the 1996 Carson River Master Plan in furtherance of the 2006 Envision Carson City 
Master Plan. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Carson City Planning Commission hereby recommends to the 
Board of Supervisors approval of the Master Plan Amendment to modify the mission statement 
and goals of the Carson River Master Plan Element, as recommended by the Carson River 
Advisory Committee. 
 
 ADOPTED this 18th day of November, 2009 

 VOTE:  AYES:          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
   NAYS:         
   ABSENT:        
 
 
     ________________________________ 
     Mark Kimbrough, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________________________ 
LEE PLEMEL, AICP, Planning Director 
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