PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT
MEETING DATE: April 1,2014
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER: 3D
APPLICANT: Vern L. Krahn, Park Planner
REQUEST: For Possible Action: To identify issues and/or topics in

Chapters 1, 2, and 3 of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan for
consideration of future amendments to the Master Plan.

GENERAL DISCUSSION:

At the Tuesday, March 4, 2014 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, the Commission reviewed
Chapters 1 and 2 of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan to identify issues and/or topics that the
Commission might want to consider for future amendments to the Master Plan. Due to the way the
agenda item was worded, it did not give the Commission the opportunity to identify and vote on any
issues and/or topics in Chapter 1 and 2 for further discussion and/or consideration after the Master
Plan had been completely reviewed by the Commission (Exhibit A). Parks and Recreation Department
staff wants to give the Commission at this meeting the opportunity to revisit Chapters 1 and 2 to
identify and vote on items to be set aside for further discussion and possible recommendations to the
Board of Supervisors for changes to the Master Plan.

As discussed at the March meeting, from a planning perspective it is important to periodically review
the City’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan to assess its implementation success, identify potential
new community issues, and possible future trends. Due to the length of the agenda for this meeting,
staff will be reviewing only Chapter 3 of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan (Exhibit B). Itis
staff’s intent to cover this chapter in a very broad approach, provide some background on the Master
Plan’s development, discuss key concepts that were used to develop the public input process, review
the importance of a statically valid public opinion survey to the Master Plan’s planning process
(Exhibit C), talk about the Commission’s outreach to the City’s Hispanic Community with a Spanish
public opinion survey (Exhibit D), and be available to answer any commissionet’s questions.

As a reminder, staff wants to take approximately thirty minutes over the next six months at each Parks
and Recreation Commission meeting to review the remaining chapters in the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan and take a “snap shot in time” as it relates to the policies and implementation strategies in
the Master Plan since it was adopted by the Board of Supervisors in 2006.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: I move to identify issues and/or topics in Chapters 1, 2, and 3 of
the Parks and Recreation Master Plan for consideration of future
amendments to the Master Plan. They are as follows:

1)
2)
3)

ALTERNATIVE ACTION: I move to identify NO issues and/or topics in Chapter 1, 2, and 3
of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan for consideration of
future amendments to the Master Plan.



Exhibit A

PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN
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FORWARD

Recreation activities span an almost bewildering range—from quier con-
templation to cultural and theater events to vigorously active spores. They
vary by age. Some forms of recreation are done individually, some in groups.
Some activities require special surfaces or a specific facility (tennis, softball)
and some are very general and can occur in a variety of conditions (picnic,
kite flying). Some are best enjoyed in a nacural setting (fishing, hiking). And,

there are many other forms of recrearion that fit in berween chese extremes.

To help meet the desires for this broad range of recreation activities, Car-
son City has developed an extensive park system (765 acres) and, with many
partners, offers an extensive array of recreational programs. The City pro-
vides many recreation facilities (21 baseball/softball fields, 14 soccer/foat-
ball fields, and tennis courts, p[aygmunds, picnic pavilions, etc.), as well as
a community theater, aquaric facility with a 50-meter pool, a fairgruunds,
and a number of natural parks and recreational trails. In 1996 Carson City
vesidents approved Ballot Question 18 — The Quality of Life Initiative — that
created a supplemental sales rax revenue source (1/4 of a cent) for parks,
open space, trails and associated maintenance. This source has allowed de-
velopment of many new facilities,

The Parks and Recreation Department has been diligent in finding the most
cost-effective ways to provide services ro the residents of the city:

to. It has partnered with many organizations—in many cases the
City provides the facilities and volunreers and |mn=pmﬁl: groups
staff the programs.

, It has been innovative and creative—where a recreation-related

public need or desire has been identified, and another provider
could not be found, the Department has taken on the responsi-
bility to manage the program. Examples include the Larch Key,
"Kamps” (Summer, Kinder and School Break), Family Nights,
a new teen drop-in sports program, and a new adulr soccer pro-
gram.

tl It has strecched every dollar — the Department maintains parks
as well as other City properties and buildings, every facility is
programmed to the maximum (thete are very few open days for
any facility).

However, not withstanding creative management the Department is ap-
&
proaching the limits of the current facilities, budgets and staff resources.

Thete aren't many areas in which greater efficiencies can be achieved.

The recreation facilities and programs in Car-
son City respond to an extraordinary range of

ages, interests and abilities.
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I.1

And yet there is still much that needs to be done: there are shortages of some recreation facilities to meet the needs of
the current population, some areas of the City have more recreation resources than others, and additional facilities and
programs will be needed for the future. It is projected that the City will grow by approximarely 18% (to a population of
66,000) by 2025, and potentially to a population of 80,000 at buildout (an increase of 44%). New Carson Ciry residents
will create increased pressure on already heavily-used facilities unless additional facilities are provided. To provide ad-
ditional facilities we will need new or addirional sources of funding. This Master Plan addresses the City’s current and
future needs for parks and recreation facilities in Carson City.

BENEFITS OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Parks, recreation facilities, and programs offer a number of benefirs. In addition to contributing to physical and psycho-
logical health, parks help to screngthen communities and make neighborhoods and cities more attractive places to live
and work. Also, City parks offer a number of economic and environmental benefits and may even help to decrease crime
rates.

Parks and recreation facilities improve health by providing places and facilities to exercise. Studies have shown that when
people have access to parks and recreation facilities, they exercise more. The U.S. Center for Disease Control found that
the creation of places for physical activity led to a 25% increase in the number of people exercising three or more days per
week.! The American Journal of Preventative Medicine showed that creating or enhancing places for physical activity
along with informational outreach led to a 48% increase in the frequency of physical activity. Increased physical activity
helps to reduce the risk of heart disease, hypertension, cerrain
types of cancer, and diaberes. Regular exercise also improves
psychological health by relieving depression and anxiety™

Public parks and recreation facilities help to create a sense of
community. Parks and recreation facilities offer a means for a
variety of people to interact and recreate together including low-
income families, senior cirizens, and at-risk youth. Residents
who live in neighborhoods with parks are mare likely to have
stronger social ties than other residents’. Access to well-de-
signed and maintained public parks and recreation facilities has
been linked to reduced juvenile crimes*.

If parks are well maintained and appropriate uses/regulations
are enforced, parks generally increase the value of adjacent prop-
erties, They provide “green” relief from development and open
up vistas, which tends to increase the value of adjacent proper-
ties. One smdy in Boulder, Colorado found char homes located
next to a greenbelt were worth 32% more than houses located
3,200 feec away from the grcenbclt‘.

Studies have also shown that parks may even increase the value

Parks, recreation facilities and recreation programs of commiercial property. In many states higher property values
contribute to physical and psychological health, and translate to additional property tax revenue for cities. In some
belp to strengthen communities, circumstances this increase in tax revenue may be sufficient

1 Sherer, Paul. “Why American Needs More City Parks and Open Space” <bitp:/ fwww.iplorg/content_documents/parks_for_people_Jan2004.pdf>

Ibid
Ibid
Ibid
Ibid

moa W W
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enough to partially offset the costs of maintaining and acquiring new

park land®.

In addition to property tax revenues, parks and sports complexes can
creare additional city revenue through rourism. Well-maintained parks
and recreation facilities add to the appeal of Carson City for tourists,
and also attract visits to Carson City by residents from surrounding
communities. These guests tend to spend money locally, boosting the

local economy as well as sales tax revenues. Sports tournaments are

a signiﬁc:u‘tl: contribution ro tourism, businesses and city revenues.

Through surveys, Carson City has documented that in 2004, sports Sports programs help teach
tournaments brought $2.7 million in participant spending to the com- teamwork, training and sportsmanship.
municy.

Other potential economic benefits of recreation include sales of recreation-related goods and services. As Carson City
continues to expand its reputation for quality recreational opportunities (e.g. sports tournaments, the trail system, the
rifle and pistol range, the fairgrounds, etc.) and as tourism increases and the popularion continues ro grow, it may acrract
recreation-related stores to move into the area. The City will benefie from the additional employment as well as the rax

revenues related to sales of recreation equipment,

Parks offer a number of aesthetic and environmental benefits. Parks provide relief from development with a sense of
openness and vistas to the surrounding mountains. Trees and grasses in parks reduce air and water pollution, help to
maintain cooler remperarures, and help manage storm water runoff. Additionally, parks can serve as detention basins and
can be constructed in areas where other developments may be restricted (such as in floodplains).

Many residents are aware of the importance of parks and recreation facilities and over the years, many communities have
shown that they are willing to invest their money into acquiring more parks and recreation faciliries. Nationally, in 2002
there were 189 park funding measures listed on ballots in 28 states, proposing to increase taxes to create or improve
parks—75% of these were approved equating to $10 billion to be used for funding parks’.

1.2  WHAT 15 A PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLANZ

The purpose of this Parks and Recreation Master Plan is to identify the recreation needs of today's residents, to antici-
pate those of tomorrow, and to assure they will be met through proper planning.

Carson City is projected to grow by as much as 44% before it reaches a‘build-out’ population of up to 80,000 residents
by approximately 2030 (see Trends, Section 4). The growth of Carson City and its surrounding region raises a number
of important parks and recreation questions:

> Are there enough facilities to meet current and future needs? Are facilities keeping up with current and fu-
ture trends? Are any obsolete?

> Avre the facilities located in the right places for accessibility by most residents?

= Do the parkland dedication requirements for new development adequately mitigate the demands of the new

development’s own residents?
> Can City, School District, Community College and private resources be integrarecl s0 as to aveid costly du-
plication and still provide a well-rounded spectrum of recreation choices?

-

If choices or trade-offs must be made, what should the priorities be?

6 This may be less true in Carson City, due to a recently enacted cap of property taxes by the Nevada Legislature that may reduce the Citys ability to keep up with increasing maintenance costs,

7 Sherer, Faul. "Why American Needs More City Parles and Open Space” <bttp://wwwtplorg/content_documents/parks_for_peaple_Jan2004.pdf>
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The Parks and Recreation Master Plan summarizes the answers to these questions. The Master Plan is:

b a broad-based vision of where we are today and where we wish to go (with regard to parks and recreation);

» a planning tool to coordinate the development of parks and recreation in conjunction with other land use
decisions in the City;

b a compilation of policies thar guide future decision-making with regard to parks and recreation; and

> an action-oriented list of straregies that become the Parks and Recreation Department’s “to do” list for up-
coming years.

1.3 MissioN STATEMENT

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is guided by the Department’s Mission Statement.
The Parks and Recreation Department’s multi-faceted mission is:

pral to maintain and preserve the natural beaury of Car-
son City's high desert environment by providing safe
and aestherically pleasing parks and facilities for recre-
ational enjoyment;

¥, toprovide both the citizens and the employees of Car-
son City with recreation facilities thar are strucrurally
sound, safe, and arcractive;

¥ toprovide the highest level of aquatic recreation to the
citizens of Carson City;

¥ toprovide a clean, safe, positive environment to facili-
tate the development of body and mind to all citizens
of Carson Ciry; and

W to providc qualiry recreational services in an effort to Mills Park is Carson City's “Central Park”
continuously accommodarte the leisure needs of our
growing community through a spiric of partnership,
innovarion, and a commitment to the highest level of

service.

1.4 PoLiciEs AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Throughout this document are found numerous policies and implementation strategies that are derived from the evalu-
ation of needs and opportunities of Carson City's parks and recreation system. They are summarized in Chapter 8 and
the Appendix. For background, as you review this document, keep in mind the following general definitions:

Policy: A statement of official position can usually be attached to the phrase“It is the policy of Carson City that...”
Implementation Strategies: A specific charge that can be assigned to a department staff member—in effect, a“To-

Do” list. The Implementation Strategies can then be further broken down into finite Action Steps to achieve a particular
strategy.
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I.5  MAINTAINING AND UpDATING THE MASTER PLAN

To be effective, it is important that the Parks and Recreation Master Plan be kepe current (reflect recent decisions) and
be consistent with other planning documents within the Cicy.

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is intended to be a “living document,” char is, reflective of current arcitudes,
conditions and needs. Over time, conditions will change, opportunities will arise, and some directions will inevitably be
foreclosed. The Master Plan needs to be adjusted to reflect these new condirions. If this is not done, the Master Plan
will gradually slip out of currency, and will cease to be an effective reference and guide for decision-making. To remain
current, the Master Plan must be reviewed and updated regularly, at least annually.

Making decisions that are not consistent with the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan will undermine the Plan, When this happens, the Master Plan
ceases to be an accurate reflection of City policy and direction, and the use-
fulness of the Master Plan is reduced and it is no longer a meaningful guide

for decision-making—by the City or the public. To avoid this, the Parks and o PibEs

Recreation Department, Patks and Recreation Commission, and the Ciry R,

in general should adopt a ‘consistency policy” - that is, a policy that all parks

5 ’ { MastEr PLAN
and recreation-related decisions will be consistent with the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan. The impact of this policy is that, when actions are proposed G
that are not consistent with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, the Cicy

will either modify the proposed action to be consistent with the Parks and vV
2 . ERSION
Recreation Master Plan, or amend the Parks and Recreation Master Plan,

574
or bﬂl’.l'l. /I/‘(

14

Finally, since this Parks and Recrearion Master Plan was developed compre-

hensively (considering a broad range of factors), and in conjunction with the
City's Comprehensive Master Plan and the Unified Pachways Master Plan,
it would be appropriate to follow a policy that assures that changes ro the
Parks and Recreation Master Plan will be considered in a comprehensive
manner with these other two masrer plans.

Keeping the Parks and Recreation Master Plan

current is essential ta its cost-effective implementation,

C 1.5.1 Poricies )

1. The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is intended to be a “living document,” that is, reflective of current

artitudes, conditions, and needs. To remain so, the Master Plan must be reviewed and updated regularly, at
least annually.

2 The City will not make land use decisions that are in conflict with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
When potential conflicts arise, prior to the proposed action, the City will eicher modify the proposed action

or amend the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, or both.
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Z EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

KEY CONCEPTS OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN

2.1 PoruraTtion GrowTH AND THE NEED FOR PARKS AND RECREATION

Carson City is projected to grow to a population of 80,000 by the time it reaches 'buildout, This represents a 44%
increase above today’s population. Based on today’s use levels, this will create a need for additional parks and recre-
ation facilities. Within this general growth pattern, there are varying growth rates projected for each age group of the
population that will gradually affect the facilities and programs thar will be needed in the furure. It will be imporrant
to monitor these growth rates and adjust facility and program plans accordingly.

2.2 NEIGHBORHOODS AND RECREATIONAL EQ-
uITY

To aid the evaluation and planning of Carson City's residential areas,
this Park & Recreation Master Plan delineated 30 neighborhoods,
based on consistency of block size, densiry, housing type, and defined
by major roadways. These neighborhoods are not all equal in the
amount of parkland and/or the type of recreational opportunities
they offer: some neighborhoods contain multiple parks, others have

none. Some are served by community parks, sports complcxes. or

natural parks. Some have access to school grounds, others do not.
In neighborhoods where park land is not

One of the objectives of this Parks & Recreation Master Plan is to available, other forms of vecreation amenities
attempt to create equitable (not necessarily equal) recreational re- can provide ‘equity,

sources for each of its neighborhoods.

For example, the public opinion survey indicated that some neigh-
borhoods would prefer to have natural parks and trails rather than
neighborhood parks. Also, some neighborhoods that need parks are
relatively built-out, with little or no land available for crearing a new
park. In these cases, equity might be achieved in other ways, such as
by enhancing a school ground to serve as a neighborhood park, or by

providing other kinds of recreation ameniries, such as an urban plaza

with shaded sitring areas and a water feature, or by providing a small

Carson residents expressed a desire to

playground in conjunction with a crail head,
emphasize ‘natural parks' for passive

2.3  EmpHAsis oN NaTuraL Parks PeCHRAtioN,

During the focus groups and initial neighborhood meetings, a prefer-

ence was expressed in some neighborhoeds for natural areas and trails

fﬂthel‘ thal\ forma[ neighborhood parlcs. This Preference. was tEStﬁd,

and confirmed, in the Public Opinion Survey. This preference was very consistent thronghout most of the neighbor-
hoods of the city.

Carson City PArKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN e . .. e



As a result, wherever possible, a natural character is proposed for neighborhood parks. This includes:

P a preference for narural areas with walking pachs rather than large rurf areas;
» the development of trail heads as small natural parks by introducing play equipment, benches, and shade in

an otherwise narural setting,

2.4 CoMpREHENSIVE RECREATION CENTERS TO MEET A
VARIETY OF INDOOR RECrREATION NEEDS

The development of comprehensive, multi-use recreation centers is a growing
phenomenon in the U.S. The combination of water play recreation, climbing
walls, and elevared jogging/walking tracks, all in attractive, open settings has
greatly increased the appeal and use of recreation centers by all ages. They have
even become significant artractions for teenagers. Carson Ciry has already cre-
ated several of the elements of a recreation center in the combined facilities
of the Aquaric Facility and Community Center at Mills Park, Crearing a new,
comprehensive recreation center will not only appeal to the broad spectrum of

Carson City residents, it will also relieve the current pressures on the existing

Mills Park facilities and free portions of them for other needed uses. ]
Source: BRS Architecture

Comprebensive recreation
2.5 'Tue Economic PoTENTIAL OF RECREATION centers provide activities for all ages
and are growing in popularity in

many communities.
2.5.1 Srorts TOURNAMENTS

Carson City has already demonstrared that it has the quality of facilities and
organizational capacity to attract major tournaments to the city. These tour-
naments have generated significant revenues for local merchants as well as
increased sales tax revenues that contribute to defraying the cost of facilities
used by the tournaments. In 2005, out-of-area attendance for Carson City's
five tournaments totaled 218 teams and 8,510 participants and spectators' and
generated an estimated $2.7 million in expenditures at Carson City stores, res-
taurants, gas stations, morels, etc.

Carson City has the potential to grow into an even greater center for year-
round sports tournaments. The City currently has some of the highest quality
softball fields in the western United States and it has the only indoor 50-meter
pool in northern Nevada, With its JohnD Winters Centennial Park, Gover-
nors Field and Edmonds Sports Complex, Carson City is currendly well-suited

Carson City's excellent sports facili-

to provide large softball, baseball, swimming, and soccer tournaments.
ties are used by local teams as well as

In the public opinion survey, a number of Carson City residents supported Jor regional tournaments.

spending additional money to improve the quality of the City’s existing recre-
ational facilities. The survey also showed strong support for adding a number
of recreational programs. In order to improve its existing facilities and cre-
ate additional facilities, the Parks and Recreation Department may need to
investigate new means to generate revenue—increasing the number and size

Of rournaments may bE one such means.

1 Comstock Shootout Seccer Tournament, Midnight Madness, Memarial Weekend Swin Meet, Senior Sofiball World Qualifier and High Desert Soccer Tournament.
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2.5.2  Unwigue AmeniTIES ENcourage Tourism

Carson City has many unique features that could be used to attract additional tourism to the City:

v

an exrensive ps.thways system;

¥

a number of natural parks including Riverview Park and Carson River Parl;

2 the potendial for further evolution of Mills Park into a grand and diverse “Cencral Park”;
> the proposed reconstruction of the historic Virginia

&Truckee Railroad (V&T), including the depor,

furure trail and 'whitewater’ river recreation improve-

ments in the Carson River Canyon;
> a new, distinctive rifle/pistol/archery/trap range; and

DF course;

> the city's beautiful foothills setting,

In order to take advantage of these amenities for tourism, the Ciry
needs to promote them more. Corporate events with recreation-

al packages could be sold to attract conferences ro Carson Ciry.

Also, a comprehensive recreation brochure could be produced ro
adverrise all of the amenicies that che City has to offer.

Uhique recreation amenities appeal to residents and

B b ik omn amealiis Coson Cit}’ is 2 primary gate- visitars, and make Carson City an attractive place to

way to Lake Tahoe, a national recreation destination. The City live and visit
must take advantage of this fortunate resource in all of its market-
ing, including recreation offerings.

253 A Quarrty Parx SysTem ATTRACTS BUSINESSES AND EMPLOYEES

Businesses and skilled workers are often attracted to areas that have a high qualicy of life. Areas that offer a number of
parks, open space, trails, and recreational opportunities are often associated with a higher quality of life than places that
do not offer these amenities, therefore cities with extensive parks and open space systems usually attract more businesses.
According to a number of studies, owners of small companies ranked recreation, parks, and open space as the highest
priority in choosing a new location for their business.? A regional economic analysis conducted for the East Bay Regional
Park District (Oakland, CA) found chat cities that offered a high quality of life were ranked as some of the best places
to locate a business. In order for Carson City to compete with surrounding communities for future businesses, the City
must strive to continually increase its quality of life,

2.6 ConsisTENT Cost RECAPTURE

The City charges fees for many recreation programs and the use of various facilities. The degree ro which fees recapture
costs varies, as set by policies of the Department and the Board of Supetvisors. However, previously several different for-
mulas were used to derermine the base costs (on which the recapture targer is based). This Masrer Plan has escablished
a clear definition of direct and indirect costs, and a method for determining each so that the cost recapture goals can be
consistently applied throughout City recreation programs.

2 Crompton, Jon L. Lisa L. Love, and Thomas A, More. 1997, An Empirical Study of the Role of Recreation, Parks and Open Space in Companies” Lacation Decisions, Journal of Park and
Recreation Adwilnistration (1997); 37.58.
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2.7

2.8

ApprrioNAL Funping 1s NEEDED FOR NEw Parks aND REcREATION FACILITIES

Currently, under state law, Carson City is allowed to charge $1,000 of Residential Construction Tax (RCT) per new
residence as an impact fee for parks. However, the actual cost of creating a new park, including land acquisition costs
and park construction, is $2,000 to $3,000 per house. Therefore, for the City to provide parks for new development
would cost more than is recaptured through the RCT. Like other communities facing a similar constraing, in 1996 the
residents of Carson City approved Ballot Question 18, the aptly named Qualiry of Life Iniriative that creared funding
for parks, trails, and open space. The City has numerous significant accomplishments to show for this confidence of the
voters/taxpayers. However, the funds thar come from the Question 18 sales tax will soon be commitred for the next 15
to 30 years to pay for bonds to finance the remaining Question 18 commitments. There are additional parks and facili-
ties outlined in this Master Plan thac are needed today, and others that will be needed in the near future as we continue
to grow. As a resulr, the City needs to identify, or create, additional funding sources to construct these facilities, Funding
sources could include: increased allocations from the General Fund, another sales tax ballot issue, increased or additional
impact fees, and philanchropic gifts.

MAINTAINING AND ExPANDING RECREATION PARTNERSHIPS

More than many communities, Carson City has a large number of parters that significantly increase the quantity and
quality of recreation available to City residents. These partners range from large organizations such as the Carson City
School District and Western Nevada Community College (WINCC), to the Youth Sports Association (YSA) the um-
brella youth sports organization, as well as individual sports organizarions such as American Yourh Soccer Organization
(AYSO) and Sierra In-line Hockey, the Tennis Club, to non-profits such as the Boys and Gitls Club and the Children's
Museum, to arts organizations such as the Brewery Arts Center—and many, many others.

Notwithstanding the extent of existing partnerships, there are opportunities to strengthen and broaden many of these
partnerships. For example, the City currently has a Joint Use Agreement with the School District, under which the
two share facilities. Under this agreement, the city uses the School District’s gyms and fields while the School District
atilizes the City’s swimming pool, theater, and tennis courts. While the existing partnership between the City and the
School District has been working, this partnership could be greatly expanded. For example, in exchange for additional
City use of certain school grounds as public parks, the City could upgrade portions of those school grounds to neighbor-
hood park standards. This would help the City to alleviate its current shortage of neighborhood parks in selecred areas
of the City and at the same time allow the School District to focus more on education and less on grounds maintenance.
Under a 2001 Memorandum of Understanding, the City and the School District agreed to formulate specific policies
regarding joint planning, use, and maintenance of facilities. These policies need to be formulared as soon as possible to
take advantage of future facility development and to reduce duplications in service.

Many of Carson City's recreation programs are provided through partnerships with other organizations.
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2.9

WNCC has indicared a desire to establish intramural sports programs (soccer, softball, flag football) for its students.
However, it lacks the facilities and staff resources necessary to accomplish this task. There is a potential for che City and
WNCC to joint venture regarding the development of multi-purpose fields in exchange for the City's use of WNCC
classrooms and other facilities. The Parks and Recreation Department and WNCC could collaborate on oversecing the
intramural programs and training students to staff both WINCC and city-wide recreation programs.

InnovaTION IN RECREATION PROGRAMS TO MEET CHANGING NEEDS

The Parks and Recreation Department has a history of reaching out for new ideas and innovating with new progeams
where there is a perceived need or demand. A number of the current popular offerings of the Department are products
of this innovative and sensitive attitude. Utilizing surveys in the future will enable the Department to reach out beyond
the existing pool of recreation users and their families to identify recreation needs and opportunities.

In addition to reaching out to the community, monitoring the demographic characteristic of the population will provide
important insights, and early warning of changing condirions thar may affect programs and facilities.

Many of the various programs that are outside of mainstream recreation programming

in Carson City began as experiments and have expanded into more popular programs that serve many families.
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Exhibit B

3 THE PuBLic INPUT PROCESS

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was prepared in concert with the
City's overall Comprehensive Master Plan. Significant effort was made
to provide a variety of opportunities for community input, including:
focus groups, public meetings in the four quadrants of the City, open
houses, public hearings and an extensive public opinion survey, includ-
ing a survey in Spanish to reach out to the City’s Hispanic population.

Additional public review sessions of the Draft Parks and Recrearion
Master Plan were held with the Parks and Recreation Commission, the
Open Space Advisory Committee, the Carson River Advisory Com-
mitcee, the p[:mning Commission, and the Board of Supervisors. Fi-
nally, public meetings were held before the Planning Commission and
the Board of Supervisors, which lead to the adoption of the Carson
City Parks and Recreation Master Plan,

Thmugh the broad input received, this document is the commuuiry's
plan. Itis an expression of the residents’ desire ro maintain and improve
the quality of life for every person living within the City's boundary.

3.1 Focus Grouprs

Neighborhood meetings were beld ta address the

Focus Group interviews were held with special interest stake-

holders to gain insights into perceprions about recreation pro- Parks and Recreation Master Plan as well as the

grams and facilities. A roral of 11 focus group meetings were CltysiCompnzhensive Master Hlan.

conducted to gather input on a variety of specific issues such as yourh sports, aquatics, Flispanic sports, adult sports,
recreation facility users, businesses, trails, theater groups, and federal/stare recreation agencies. Each focus group con-
sisted of four to fifteen artendees. During the meetings, various recreational programs were discussed to determine
what facilities may be needed in the future, which programs are growing, and which are seeing a decline in participa-

ton. A cornpletc synopsis of comments from the focus group meetings are summarized in the Appcndix 9.6.

3.2  NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Neighborhood Meetings were held in the four major sub-areas of the city. These meerings were held in conjunc-
rion with the Carson City Comprehensive Master Plan to solicit observations, ideas, and issues from Carson City
residents. Attendance varied from over seventy people attending the first neighbothood meeting to approximarely
twenty-five people actending the subsequent meerings. Residents were asked to give their opinions about Carson
City's park system and recreation programs. Key discussion points and a synopsis of comments from the focus groups
meetings are summarized in Appendix 9.6.

3.3 STarrF INTERVIEWS

Carson City Parks and Recreation Department staff participared in multiple work sessions and helped identify cthe
condition of currenc facilities and programs and provided in-house observations on present and future needs for rec-
reation facilities and programs, as well as potential locations for these facilities.
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3.4

PusLic OriNION SURVEY

A comprehensive public opinion survey was conducted in the Summer of 2005 to understand current attitudes of Car-
son City residents abour parks and recreation, and to put them in perspective with other City-—wide issues. Three thou-
sand surveys were sent to randomly-selectcd households in Carson City'. Approximately 900 surveys were returned,
giving the survey a statistically valid result of a 95% to 99% confidence level®. The key results are provided in this section,
and in following sections.

Respondents were asked to rate their sarisfaction with Carson City's parks, trails, and recrearion facilities. They were
also asked for their opinions about need for improving existing facilities and the relative desirability of potential new
recreation facilities for Carson City, (Few questions were asked about recreation programs, since the Department does
extensive surveying of program participants after each season).

In an effort to reach our fastest growing population, a Spanish version of this survey was distributed to the Hispanic
community through Hispanic businesses, students at Empire Elementary School, social organizations, churches, and
community events. While it was understood thar this survey was not “statistically valid’, staff felc chat chis efforr was
critical to gauge the needs of this special population.

A complete list of the results from the Carson City survey can be found in the Parks, Recreation and Trails Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey Results - Summer 2005, a separate document available from the City. Within the Opinion Survey
Summary is provided an extensive list of the 'write-in’ responses (i.e., to “Other” choices in the survey) that yielded a very
informative list of unprompted answers (answers not selected from a list of choices). These comments provide additional

insights, particulatly the repetitive comments that suggest themes thar should be tested in furure surveys.

Several key areas of insights gained from the survey are described below:
3.4.1 GENERAL SATISFACTION

In general, residents are well satisfied with parks and recreation facilities and programs and do not see recreation needs
riva.ling other city issues such as eraffic improvements and growth management, However, residents do s:rongl)? desirea

variety of recreation improvements.

1. Please rate your household’s satisfaction with the following recreatlon services as they relate to Carson City
as awhole. Use a scale from 1 to 4, where 1 means "Not At All Satisfied" and 4 means "Very Satisfied.”

Number and quality of parks, sport 1
Adequacy of recreation programs and

Extent and quality of pedestrian trails

fields and playgrounds (2.9)

activities (2.8)

and bike paths (2.5)

Avallability of indoor recreation 57
opportuntties (2.4) W

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% B0%

|l Parcent Responding "3" ta "4" = Vary Salisfied [JPercent Responding “1"to "2" = Not at all Satisfied |

A comprehensive public opinion survey was conducted in the Summer of 2005 to understand current attitudes

of Carson City residents about parks and recreation. The key results are provided in this section, and in following sections.

1 Based on the City’s current voter registration list,

2 Acconding to University of Nevada Reno, Cooperative Extension Department who formatted and tabulated the surveys. Confidence level is a measure of the degree 1o which the survey reflects

the results that would be obtained if 100% of | holds had been led.

'
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3.4.2 PaTHways

The results from the survey indicated a broad list of possible
recrearion improvements. Carson City residents were most
interested in seeing improvements made to Carson City's
pathways system, including constructing new sidewalks and
off-street walking/bike paths within the City and enhancing
trails located outside of the City's developed area. Off-street
walking/bike paths were rated as che single most important
issue for the City to improve. In several other questions, trails
emerged as the most desired recreation facility. Improving

sidewalks in neighborhoods and on-street bike lanes followed
closely behind as being rared the single most important ame- In the Public Opinion Survey, off-
nity for the City to improve. street walking/bike paths were rated as the

single most impartant issue for the City to improve.

A separate document, the Unified Pachways Master Plan,
addresses these needs and desires.

3.4.3 CuLTURAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

A surprising insight from the survey was the number of
homes that parricipate in performing arts in Carson City,
and the importance they attach to the cultural arts in general.
Although they don't participate often, many households par-
ticipate, Over 75% of Carson City residents surveyed stated
thar at least one member from their household participated

in cultural and theater events, Only 15% of respondents said

that they never attend productions in the Community Center

Theater and 49% stated that they actended producrions more T public opinian survey bndicted dtia

than twice each year. surprisingly high number of households
are involved in cultural arts events such as
thase held at the Bob Boldrick Theater at the

Community Center.

Over 50% of respondents fele that more money should be
spent to improve the Community Center Theater—with
18% (almost 1/5th of households) stating that more money
should be spent “even if taxes had to be raised.

3.4.4 DeTerrenNTs TO PARK UsaGE

When asked in Question 10 about levels of park usage, and
reasons for their level of use, the majority of residents indi-
cated they "just don't use parks much.” Other, smaller num-
bers reported lack of play equipment and restrooms as rea-
sons. However, in the ‘other category” there were a significant

number of write-in comments indicating that their primary

reason for not using City parks more frequently was because
dogs were not permitted. In a separate question(#9), 53% of

respondents indicated they owned dogs, and only 4% exer- “Write in” comments from the Public Opinion Survey
cised them in parks. Many of the residents who were surveyed suggest that one deterrent to more usage of parks is
indicated a desire to have Carson City's parks allow dogs. Dbecause dogs are not permitted in many parks.
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Clearly, restroom availability, play equipment and maintenance are important to levels of park usage. Also, better infor-
mation about the parks in which dogs are allowed, and allowing dogs in more parks (obviously with enforcement of dog
management rules), might allow more residents to make use of parks with their pets.

3.4.5 Narurar Parxk Empaasis

By many measures, Carson City has a lower area-per-capita of traditional parks than other communities, especially in the
category of Neighborhood parks. On the other hand, Carson City currently has a relatively high level of natural parks in-
cluding Carson River Park, Riverview Park, and Linear Park. The sutvey tested opinions about the desire for traditional
vs. natural parks. According to the survey, respondents were more in favor of spending additional meney to improve
Carson City's natural parks rather than spending money to improve its neighborhood and community parks—53% of
Carson Ciry residents would like additional money to be spent to maintain or improve the quality of Carson's natural
parks. Six percent of survey respondents felt that improving natural parks was the single most important issue facing the
City while 9% thoughr that it was the second most important issue. Sixty-two percent of survey respondents felt thar it
was either “important” or “very important” for Carson City to add more natural parks to the City.

Many other survey results are incorporated into the discussions in later chaprers regarding speci fic facilities.

( 13.4.6 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES )

1. Conduct follow-up public opinion surveys every 3 to 5 years to track local trends and atritudes.

HMalural parks {Rivenfew, Carsan River Park) (2.7) 4]

---—-----
Play equipment for childron (2.7) sr‘ | J0% |

Making parks/rec. faciliilos handicap-accessible (2.8) I G |

Mills Park (2.6) 3%
J
Picnie areas wilh tables, grills, pmdlion (2 .6)

Fuji Park (2.5

Maighbateod parks (Senema, Blackwells Pond) (2.5)

City's park ranger program {2.5)

0% 0% 0% EL 0% S0 00W R LY 0% 100%

3 Parcanl Respanding "Spand Lass® m Percenl Rosponding "5 pend Sams"
m Parcanl Respanding *Spend Mora (snly if 1axes net ralzed)” 0 Parcenl Raspending *Spend Mare (svan iflaxes raizad)”

Meighborheod streels Sveral imes perweek 8%

Other
Severalimes permenth 8%
Vacant lots

Publle trails Several imes per yrar B,

Federallands 0% 1% 0% 0% s i oo%

Parks

School grounds

% ™ % (1] % 0% 2% 148 6% 1% 20
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION EXhlb lt C

Staff Report
Meeting Date: February 15, 2005
Agenda Item Number: 3B
Applicant: Vern L. Krahn, Park Planner
Request: Action to approve the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan public

opinion survey.
General Discussion:

As the Commission knows, as part of the Envision Carson City - Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan
process, our department will be mailing out a public opinion survey to Carson City residents. This survey
is intended to collect information from the public to assist City staff, the Parks and Recreation
Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Board of Supervisors in creating a “big picture” of where
the City will be going within the next 20 years with its parks, recreation, and trails system.

Our department is looking for assistance from the Parks and Recreation Commission in the following
areas:

1. Please review the attached Parks, Recreation and Trails Master Plan public opinion survey to confirm
that the Consultant Team and City Staff has not missed any “big picture” questions that the Parks and
Recreation Commission need to have answered to assist the commission in creating this master plan.

2. In advance of the commission meeting, please allow approximately 30 minutes to complete the
opinion survey before the Commission meeting on February 15, 2005. As you take the survey, please
answer the following questions regarding the survey:

A. How long did it take you to complete the survey?

B. Were the survey questions clear and understandable? If not, please indicate ion the survey
form which questions are unclear and/or confusing.

C. Were the survey questions asked in an order that assisted you in completing the survey in an
efficient manner? Again, please indicate any comments you may have regarding the survey
directly on the survey form.

Our department has been testing the survey with the Parks and Recreation Department and the Planning
and Community Development administrative staffs. They have been providing the consultant team with
great comments on how readable and understandable the survey’s questions are. Once you have
completed the survey, please return your completed survey to staff at the completion of this agenda
item. Your answers and comments will be reviewed by the consultant team and City staff for possible
incorporation into the survey before distribution to City residents. Thank you, in advance, for participating
in final review of the survey.

Also, City staff is using this opportunity with the survey to ask a few Comprehensive / Land Use Master
Plan questions. Staff fells that responses to these questions will assist us in determining the proper role
the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan plays in a land use master plan.

Recommended Action: Move to approve the Parks, Recreation and Trails Master Plan public
opinion survey.



Dear Carson City Resident,

We need your help in planning the future of Carson City. The City is in the midst of a 10-month
process to update the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan as well as the overall City Master
Plan. We try to update our Master Plans about every 5-10 years.

What is a Master Plan? A Master Plan is a “big picture” of where we see the City going over
the next 20 years or so. It integrates all of the individual plans developed by individual
departments (Parks, Traffic, Utilities, Planning, etc.) It is a very important document—the City
uses it to evaluate development proposals as well as to formulate the City’s own projects. For
example, it helps us anticipate where growth will occur so that we can plan for roads and utilities
in advance of when they will be needed. The Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan
specifically focuses on the parks, trails, and recreation within Carson City and will be
incorporated into the City’s overall Master Plan

What can you do? In the process of re-evaluating the City’s future, we are using a variety of
approaches to gather public input. We will be holding a trails workshop and several neighborhood
meetings along with several work sessions between the Planning Commission and the Board of
Supervisors.

We still wish to reach the broader public in our community, so we have devised additional ways
for you to contribute if you desire:

1. We know you have busy lives and often can’t attend evening meetings, so-would you take a
few minutes and fill out the enclosed survey? There is a self-addressed, postage-paid envelope
attached so all you have to do is slip it in the mail and it will come back to us. (If you would like to be
notified of future public meetings please fill in the contact information at the end of the survey.)

2. We’d love to have you attend future public meetings which will be held later in the spring
and in the summer, which we will advertise through the .
3. Look for information in the that comes with each month’s utility
bill.

4. You can also check-in on the internet to follow the progress of the Parks and Recreation

Master Plan and find out about meetings, results, etc. by going to the following website:
htt://www.carsoncitymasterplan.com

We realize this can be time-consuming, and may be a bit overwhelming at first. But we also know
that the Master Plan and the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan will be a better document
if it truly reflects the vision, values and needs of our residents. We will appreciate all the input
and help you can give us.

Sincerely,



Opinion Survey
Carson City Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan 2005

arson City is in the process of updating its Master Plan and its Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan. In order to create a new plan
1at reflects the needs and desires of Carson City residents, this survey is being conducted to gather public input. Please answer the

llowing questions for your household. We appreciate you taking the time to answer the following survey questions.

LOCATION MAP

2 SILVER OAK
3 CARRIAGE SQLUIARE
4 MONTE VISTA
§ MT. ST. TRAILHEAD
§ JD ROBERTS
7 SUN SET
B LONG RANCH
9 GOVERNORS FIELD
10 SONOMA
11 MAYORS
12 ROSS GOLD
13 FUJI
14 FAIRGROUNDS
15 EDMONDS SPORTS COMPLEX
16 CARSON RIVER PARK
17 RIVERVIEW PARK
18 HIDDEN MEADOW
19 WEXICAN DITCH TRAIL

« s

20 LINEAR

21 LINEAR

22 MILLS

23 SUNLAND VISTA

24 FULSTONE

25 BLACKWELLS POND
26 LONE MOUNTAIN

27 STEINHEIMER

28 RILEY CIRCLE }
20 R WILSON MEMORIAL [5°
30 SHOOTING RANGE |
31 CENTENRIAL

32 MORGAN MILL

33 EMPIRE RANCH
34 PARK TERRACE :
35 EMPIRE RANCH TRAIL
36 PISTOL RANGE
37 AIRPARK




. Please rate your household’s satisfaction with the following recreation services as they relate to Carson City as a whole.
Use a scale from 1 to 4, where 1 means “Not At All Satisfied” and 4 means “Very Satisfied.” Please circle your response

NOT AT ALL VERY

SATISFIED SATISFIED
xtent and quality of pedestrian trails and bike paths............... 1 2 3 4
umber and quality of parks, play fields, playgrounds.............. 1 2 3 4
dequacy of recreation programs and activities...................... 1 2 3 4
vailability of indoor recreation opportunities................ccvceeee. 1 2 3 4

. Regarding the EXPENDITURE OF CITY FUNDS TO MAINTAIN, IMPROVE OR EXPAND FACILITIES, Please rate how important the following amenities are to your
household, using a scale from 1 to 4 where 1 means “Spend Less” and 3 or 4 means “Spend More.

SPEND LESS SPEND SAME SPEND MORE

Only if taxes Even if taxes

not raised go up
RAILS
} On-street BiKe 1anes.......ccoee i 1 2 3 4
} Sidewalks in neighborhoods..... ..., 1 2 3 4
) Off-street walking/bike path............coccovieiiii i 1 2 3 4
) Equestrian frails..........oooveviriiiiriiii i 1 2 3 4
) Off road motorized trail............ccooviiirii 1 2 3 4
ARKS
Larger community parks (with soccer/baseball/softball fields........... 1 2 3 4
FINGLUFE] PAKS... o 1 2 3 4
) Neighborhood parks. ..o 1 2 3 4
Play EQUIPMENL......ccei e 1 2 3 4
Making parks/rec. facilities more accessible for disabled persons.....1 2 3 4
IPicnic areas with tables, grills, pavilion.............cccoocii i 1 2 3 4
DG PAIKS..... vieit vt e e 1 2 3 4
1) City's new Park Ranger program............coooeiviniiininninns e, 1 2 3 4
ECREATION
) TEINIS COUMS.... v vveririiiiiies e ceceeieevese s e et se s e e e 1 2 3 4
} Indoor Basketball COUMS...........ooirnniicecr e 1 2 3 4
} Adult baseball/softball fields..........ccoreiiiiiii e 1 2 3 4
} Youth baseball/softball fields..............ccoooiiiiiinii, 1 2 3 4
ULTURAL
Art (sculpture/murals) in parks..........ccoovimnr i 1 2 3 4
} Community Ctr. TREBLET..... ... 1 2 3 4
Brewery Arts Center.........vvorieeriniei e 1 2 3 4
) FaIrGrOUNGS.......vevvcve it e s 1 2 3 4
1 Other (please specify)_ 1 2 3 4

. Of the issues listed above, which do you consider to be the highest priority for the City to improve?
(insert letter from list above)
1st priority =
2nd priority =
3 priority =
4t priority =

. For passive recreation (take a walk, play catch, throw Frishee, exercise the dog, take kids to play, etc.) which of the following do you use?
How often do you or other members of your household use this area?
How do you usually get to the area?
(Where indicated, please insert park number from location map on page one to identify parks)

HOW OFTEN? HOW DO YOU GET THERE?
NEVER Several Several Several Walk Bike Drive
timesiyear  times/month times/week
ity park nearest to you. Which one? (insert#)......... o o o o o 0 o
ther city park. Which ong? (insert#)....c.cooivvcinnn o o o o o o o
chool grounds. Whichone? ... o ) o o o o o
Ipen Space /Hrails........ooiiiiiiii e o o o o o o o
acant land in neighborhood............cc.coocoi o o o o o o o
BNEr e o o o o o o o




. Regarding the park nearest to your home, what prevents you or
members of your household from using it more?
o Park is fine, we use the park a lot
o Too far to walk
o Doesn't have equipment/facilities we like
o lsn’t well maintained
o Prefer to use a different park
o Prefer to use private recreation facilities
o Park is fine, just don’t go to parks much
o Other

. How many members of your household participate in the following?
# household participants

ports through City........... 1 2 3 4 or more
ports through a church.....1 2 3 4 or more
ports through a school.....1 2 3 4 or more
egular unorganized sports

(pickup games, etc.).....1 2 3 4 or more

. What recreation facilities IN OTHER COMMUNITIES does your
household use? Where are these located?
o Athletic fields located in
o Recreation centers located in
o Bike paths located in
o  Other located in

. How often do you or any. members of your household go to-sports
tournaments (e.g. soccer, softball, basketball, cheerleading) in other
communities?

o Never (Skip fo question 9)
o 1-2 times per year

o 3-5times per year

o 6 ormore times per year

a. For how many out-of-Carson tournaments do you typically stay
overnight?
o None
o 1-2 per year
o 3-5per year
o 6 or more per year
b. For the out-of-Carson tournaments you attend, how much do you
typically spend for food per tournament (total $ for all members of
your family that attend)?
o Under $5 (just snacks)
o $5t0 $10
o $11t0 $20
o More than $21
. On a scale of 1 to 4, circle the number that best expresses how

important to your household are the following neighborhood park
amenities:

Not Very

Desirable Desirable
eNNIS COoUTS......oooeeviiereeeiee e 1 2 3 4
asketball courts............ovvviiee e 1 2 3 4
hildren’s play equipment...................... 1 2 3 4
icnic tables.......ccocev v 1 2 3 4
ENCREBS...eeiiiiieeeee e 1 2 3 4
OrSESNOE PifS.....ocoviviii i 1 2 3 4
ANA DOXe. i, 1 2 3 4
Lo 1[0 o) 11 FHU OO 1 2 3 4
lading pool...........cccoovviiiiiiiiiennn, 1 2 3 4
hade treS......coveveie e e, 1 2 3 4
ight fighting.........ococviiinic 1 2 3 4
and volleyball.............c. oo, 1 2 3 4
IKE raCKS...... oo 1 2 3 4
rinking fountains...........ooccovveeriiiniinn 1 2 3 4

10. Please circle the number that most closely reflects how often you, oi
other members of your household use the following facilities.

Several Several Severa
Never times/year times/month times/wee
Shooting at Rifle/pistol range................ 1 2 3 4
Archery at City facility ..........c.cccooe, 1 2 3 4
Model Airplane facility .........cc...ccoeen 1 2 3 4
Soccer/rugby/football field..................... 1 2 3 4
Little league baseball fields .................. 1 2 3 4
Softball fields ........cocovvvviieniin 1 2 3 4
Exercise class at Community Cr ........... 1 2 3 4
Weights/cardio machine at Aquatic Ctr...1 2 3 4
Exercise class at health club/fitness cfr...1 2 3 4
Weights/cardio machine at health club...1 2 3 4
Bikeridingonafrail .................c.cooe 1 2 3 4
Bike riding on streets/roads.................. 1 2 3 4
Riding OHV vehicle on trails/open space.1 2 3 4
Riding horses on equestrian trail............1 2 3 4
Jogging/walking on paved trail/street......1 2 3 4
Jogging/walking on unpaved trail........... 1 2 3 4
Jogging/walking on track at a school .....1 2 3 4
In-line hockey at Pony Express Pavillion.1 2 3 4
Skating at Skateboard park.................. 1 2 3 4
Indoor swimming at Aquatic Ctr............. 1 2 3 4
Outdoor swimming at Aquatic Cfr........... 1 2 3 4
Outdoor tennis...........oooevv v 1 2 3 4
Large group picnic area..............cooerne 1 2 3 4
Disk (“Frisbee”) golf .......c..ocoivvrinii 1 2 3 4
Senior Center..........cvni e, 1 2 3 4

11. Please circle the number that most closely reflects how important
you feel it is for Carson City fo ADD the following facilities?

Not at Alll Very

Important Importa
Indoor target sports shooting................. 1 2 3 4
Indoor track for jogging/walking............. 1 2 3 4
Ice skating rink.........oooeiivncniiiiicinn 1 2 3 4
Indoor tennis.........ccovrivrecii e 1 2 3 4
Racquetball courts............coovivinnnnnnn, 1 2 3 4
Adventure/putt-putt golf..............ccon 1 2 3 4
Facilities for meetings, weddings, efc......1 2 3 4
Indoor leisure pool (water slide, efc)....... 1 2 3 4
Rock climbing wall.......ccocoviiiiiinn, 1 2 3 4
Outdoor amphitheater (concerts, plays)...1 2 3 4
Arboretum (formal garden)................... 1 2 3 4
Off-leash dog park......c..cccvovvevvireiinnns 1 2 3 4
Teen Center.....covvcvvicreie i 1 2 3 4
Permanent room/building for art classes..1 2 3 4

12. If the following were available at a City recreation center, would
you be more likely to do the following at a health club or the City
recreation facility?

Health Club City Facility

Lift Weights..........oooviiiiii o o
Use exercise machings..........ccoc..o.... o o
Aerobics/spinning class..................... o o
Racquetball..........cccooiriin, o o
13. Do you or any members of your household own a dog?

o Yes

o No

13a. If yes, where do you usually exercise your dog?
o Neighborhood streets
o Vacant lots
o Publicland
o Other




4. If there are school aged children in your household, how often do
they bike/walk to school?

Never One Several Almost

timelweek  times/ week Always
lementary school ............. o ) o o
liddle School.................... o o o o
igh School..........cccoveen, o o o o

da. For any children that rarely walk or bike to school, what prevents
them from walking/biking more often? (mark all that apply)

Elementary Middle school High school
ack of sidewalks................ o o o
00 far. ..o, o o o
afety concerns.................. o o o
ther o) o o

5. How often do you or members of your household typically attend
productions in the Community Center Theater (such as band
concerts, high school plays, WNCC plays, etc.)?

o Never
Once every few years
1 time per year
2-4 times per year
Over 4 times. per year

O 0 O O

6. Would you support paying a higher fee for participating in City
recreation programs in order to provide scholarships for people
less able to pay?

o Would support a fee increase of 25% or more
o Would support a fee increase of 15% to 25%
o Would support a fee increase of 5% to 15%
o Would not support a fee increase

7. There are many people who use Carson City’s surrounding hiils
for OHVs (off highway vehicles). How do you feel about the use of
OHV vehicles in Carson City?

o No problem, existing OHV areaiis fine

o  Stricter regulations should be enforced regarding sharing trails
with other users

o OHV recreation should be confined to a designated area (such

as )
o Additional OHV opportunities should be added to the City
(where? )

8. Carson City recently started an open space program. What
should be the highest priority for this program to use its funds?
o Preserve farmland and irrigated pastures in and adjacent fo City
o  Purchase smaller lots within the City
o Purchase hillsides and valleys located on the periphery of the City
o Purchase lands adjacent to the Carson River

19. There are three main entrances into Carson City (from the east or
HWY 50 and from the north and south on HWY 395). A number o
places throughout the country have started to create “gateways”™
at the entrances to their cities fo differentiate themselves from
adjacent communities. The eastern entrance into Carson City ha
not yet been developed. How do you think the City should desig.
this gateway? (check only one)

o Leave alarge area as open space to create a buffer between
adjacent communities

o Allow development but create signage to mark entrance into
Carson City

o  Allow development along the roadway but require high quality
architectural design and exira landscaping

o No special gateway needed

o Other

20. Please rate your satisfaction with the following services and
characteristics as they relate to Carson City as a whole. Use a scal
from 1 to 4, where 1 means “Not at all satisfied” and 4 means “Very
satisfied”.

Not at all Vel
Satisfied Satisfie

a) Capacity of major roads..........ccccocovivicnerneninen, 1 2 3

b) Overall physical appearance of the City............... 1 2 3

¢} Overali character of the downtown area............... 1 2 3

d) Preservation of permanent open space................ 1 2 3

e) Sidewalks and walkability.............c.c.ocoeoiiiein 1 2 3

f) Variety/availability of affordable housing................ 1 2 3

g) Variety of shopping choices.........c..cc.covcrn i 1 2 3

h) City ParkS....cove e 1. 2 3

) TrailS....vve e SRR 1 2 3

j) Preservation of historic buildings..............cccoovie. 1 2 3

k) Amount of business and industry..............c.cccov. 1 2 3

) Cultural faciliies..........oovverereerrerii e 1 2 3

M) Street TrEES. ...veevirie e e 1 2 3

n) Speed of traffic in neighborhoods........................ 1 2 3

21. From the list above, what do you believe is the most important
issue facing Carson City foday? And which is second most
important? (Insert letters from the list above)

Single MOST important issue
Second most important issue

22. Roads are often designed to optimize for traffic by adding more
lanes, and increasing speed. However, this leads roads to become
less accommodating to pedestrians and less appealing for
residences. Which of the following is closest to your opinion?

o Traffic is a significant problem and we should do everything
possible to move cars through town with minimum slow-downs,
even if it means a less attractive community.

o We should bring back more balance between the needs of traffic
and making our community livable and attractive. | would accept
slightly lower traffic efficiency in exchange for more pleasing
sfreets and slower speeds.



3. Most neighborhoods have some good and not so good aspects. If
you were to create the ideal neighborhood for you and your family,
how important would the following he?

Not at Alll Very
Important Important
lving close to where you work................ 1 2 3 4
iving closetoapark........coccoeeeiiniiniins 1 2 3 4
iving close to an elementary school........ 1 2 3 4
aving neighborhood businesses nearby
(video rental, small stores, groceries, efc.)..1 2 3 4
iving close to walking/bike paths............. 1 2 3 4
ving close to a downtown with entertainment,
sstaurants, shopping within walking distance..1 2 3 4
eing able to walk to all of the above........ 1 2 3 4

4. Most of Carson City’s apartments and multifamily units are
concentrated in several areas around town. Recent trends in other
cities have been to integrate smaller, high density housing
throughout the community. Should Carson City:

o  Spread small higher density housing developments throughout
the city

o  Continue to concentrate apartments and multi-family units in
larger buildings grouped together and separated from single
family housing

5. Carson City currently has a population of 55,000. As Carson City
continues to grow, it is expected that in the next 20 years, Carson
will have developed most of its land that is currently undeveloped.
Which of the following best represents your opinion?

o  We should continue to grow by concentrating on infill
development and allow taller buildings-in certain areas (Carson
City could grow to 80,000-90,000)

o We should continue to grow by allowing Carson City to expand
onto surrounding federal lands, with proper planning to ensure
that hillsides and viewsheds are not impacted (Carson City
could grow to 80,000-90,000)

o We should limit growth when the currently available land is
developed (Carson City could grow to 70,000)

6. By national standards, Carson City currently has a significant
shortage of neighborhood parks in a number of areas. Do you
feel the problem is serious enough that Carson City should
consider purchasing property in these neighborhoods and
converting it into parks?

o Yes
o No

OW A FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT YOU......

ust a few more questions about yourself to assist in classifying your
ssponses. Please remember that all responses remain strictly
onfidential and are reported only in group format.

7. Regarding the person filling out the survey,
a) Your gender is:
o Male oFemale
b) Your ethnicity is:
o Anglo/Caucasian o Afro-American
o Asian o Native American
o Hispanic/Latino o COther

¢) In what year were you born? 19

d} How long have you lived in Carson City?
o Less than one year
o 1-2years
o 2-5years
o More than 5 years

28. How many people living in your household are Spanish speaking
only?
o 0
o 12
o 3+

29. Including yourself, how many members are there in your
household in the following age groups?

1 2 3 4+
Under8yearsold...............c..... o o o o o
9014, o o o o o
141017 e o o o o o
181025 i, o o o o o
261035, o} o o o o
361045, o o o o o
461055 o o o o )
561064, ..o o 0 o o o
B0 75 o o o o o
OVer 75, . o o o o o

30. Are there members of your household that are permanently
physically disabled (requiring a walking aid or a wheelchair)?
o Yes
o No

31. How many persons living in your household have full-time or par
time jobs (at least 20 hours per week)?

o]

o 1

o 2

o 3

o Morethan 3

32. Does your household currently have Internet access that allows
you to send/receive e-mails and surf the web?

o Yes
o No

33. From which of the following do you receive most of your
information about what’s happening in and around Carson City?
o  City newsletter

City's web page

Public access TV

Local network TV

Newspaper

Other

O O 0O 0 0O

34. From the Location Map on Page one, which zone do you live in?
o A
o B
o C

35. Are you willing to be contacted to participate in follow-up
research?
o No
o Yes (how do you prefer to be contacted?)

Email address

Postal address

Phone number
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

1. Please rate your household's satisfaction with the foliowing recreation services as they relate to Carson City
as a whole. Use a scale from 1 to 4, where 1 means "Not At All Satisfied" and 4 means "Very Satisfied.”

Number and quality of parks, sport ]
fields and playgrounds (2.9)

2d% i \ l

71%

Adeguacy of recreation programs and ’

activities (2.8) 689%

Extent and quality of pedestrian trails
and bike paths (2.5)

Availability of indoor recreation
opportunities (2.4)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

B Percent Responding "3" to "4” = Very Satisfied [1Percent Responding "1"to "2" = Notatall Satisfied

80%

2. Regarding the condition of existing recreation facilities, please rate how important you feel it is to maintain or
improve the quality of the following amenities.

Trails

Off-street walking/bike paths (2.9)

Sidewalks in neighborhoods (2.8)

On-street bike lanes (2.6)

= m———— 19%
| | ] ] [ ]
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% B0% 90% 100%

@ Percent Responding "Spend Less" | Percent Responding "Spend Same”
@ Percent Responding “Spend More (only if taxes not raised)" 00 Percent Responding "Spend More (even if taxes raised)"

Natural parks (Riveniew, Carson River Park) (2.7)

Play equipment for children (2.7) B%E

Making parks/rec. facilities handicap-accessible (2.6)

Mills Park (2.6)

Picnic areas with tables, grifls, paulion (2.6)

Fuji Park (2.5)

Neighborhofnd parks (Sonoma, Blackwells Pond) (2.5) F%EE s

City's park ranger program (2.5)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 0%  100%

Percent Responding "Spend Less" & Percent Responding "Spend Same"
m Percent Responding "Spend More (only if taxes not raised)” @ Percent Responding "Spend More (ewen if taxes raised)"
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey

Community Center Theater (2.6)
Youth basebali/softball fields (Edmonds/Governors) (2.5) #

Youth soccer (Edmands) (2.4)

Adult baseball/softball fields (Centennial) (2.3)

Adult soccer (Centennial) (2.1)

Facilities

Aquatic Facility (2.6)

Fairgrounds (2.4}

Basketball courts (2.3)

Fuji Exhibit Hall (2.3)

Tennis Courts (2.2)

0% 10%

30%

40%

50%

60% 70%

t
80% 90%  100%

@ Percent Responding "Spend Less"

| Percent Responding "Spend Same"
@ Percent Responding "Spend More (only if taxes not raised)* 0 Percent Responding "Spend More (ewn if taxes raised)"

3. Of the items listed above, which do you consider to be the highest priority for the City to improve?
Single most important issue

Off-street walking/bike paths
Sidewalks in neighborhoods

On-street bike lanes

Mills Park |

Natural Parks (Riverview, Carson River Park)
Other

‘Community Center Theater

Play equipment for children

Making parks/rec. facilities handicap-accessible
Aguatic Facility

Fuji Park

Neighborhood Parks (Sonoma, Blackwells Pond)
Picnic areas with tables, grills, pavition

City's Park Ranger Program

Basketball courts

Youth baseball/saftball fields (Edmonds/Governors)
Fairgrounds

Tennis courts

Adult baseball/softtball fields (Centennial)

Youth soccer (Edmonds)

Fuji Exhibit Hall

Adult soccer (Centennial)

3%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%

1%

1%

1%

1%
0%

4%
4%
4%

5%

6%
6%

7%

1%
9%

& 13%

0% 2%

4% 6% 8% 10%

12%

14%




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

Second Most Important Issue

Off-street w alking/bike paths T 10%
Natural Parks (Riverview, Carson River Park) 9%
Mills Park 7%
Sidew alks in neighborhoods 7%
Play equipment for children | 6%
Fuji Park 5%
Picnic areas with tables, grills, pavilion 5%
On-street bike lanes 5%
Community Center Theater — 4%
Youth baseball/softball fields (Edmonds/Governors) [l 4%
Neighborhood Parks (Sonoma, Blackw ells Pond) s —— 4%
Aquatic Facility 3%
Fairgrounds |[jpsumenms 3%
Youth soccer (Edmonds) 3%
Making parks/rec. facilities handicap-accessible iSRS 3%
Other 2%
Tennis courts 2%
City's Park Ranger Program 2%
Fuji Exhibit Hall 1%
Adult soccer (Centennial) 1%

Adult baseball/softtball fields (Centennial) B 1%

Basketball courts g 1%

T T

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12%

Third Most Important Issue

Aquatic Facility

Off-street walking/bike paths

Community CenterTheater

Fairgrounds

Fuji Park

Picnic areas with {ables, grills, pavilion

Natural Parks {Riverview, Carson River Park)
Play Equipm ent for children

Sidewalks in neighborhoods

Youth soccer (Edmands)

Neighborhood Parks (Sonoma, Blackwells Pond)
' Mills Park
On-street bike lanes

Youth baseball/sofiball fields (Edmonds/Governors)
City's Park Ranger Program

Other

Fuji Exhibit Hall

Adult baseball/softtball fields (Centennial)
Basketball courts

Making parks/rec. facilities handicap-accessible

Tennis courts

Adult soccer (Centennial)

0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8%




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey

4, For casual recreation (take a walk, throw a frishee, play catch) please indicate where your household goes

MOST OFTEN.

City Parks

Other
School grounds

Vacant fand in neighborhood

BLM/ Forest Service Land [&

20%

40% 50% 60%

T

Mills

Riverview Park/Korean Vet
Fuji

Sonoma

Carriage Square
Centennial

Prison Hill Access
Carson River Park
Edmonds Sports Complex |
Rifle/Pistol Range

Ross Gold

Governor's Field

Silver Oak

Long Ranch Estate s Open Space
V&T Trail

Empire Ranch Trail
Sunland Vista |

Linear Park Trail

Mexican Ditch Trail

Long Ranch Park

Sunset

Lakeview

0%

5% 10%

15% 20%

25%

30% 35% 40% 45%

5a. How often do you use this park?

Several times per week

Several times per month

Severaltimes per year

0% 10% 20%

T

30%

50% 60%




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

6. Which School Ground do you use most often for casual recreation?

Public Opinion Survey

Al Seeliger Elementary

Carson High Sc_hool |

Carson Middle School fF

Edith W. Fritsch Elementary

WNCC

Eagle Valley Middle School

Mark Twain Elementary

Bordewich/Bray Elementary [ EE i EiE
Empire Elementary [

John C. Fremont Elementary EEEE

12%

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14%
6a. How often do you use this school ground for causal recreation?
Sevearl times per week |2
Several times per
month
- Several times peryear | 7%
[ 1
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

7. How many members of your household participate in the following?

Cultural Events (1.3)

Theater Events (1.2)

Art Events (1.1)

Occasional unorganized

sports (.6)

Sports through City (.6)

T

Sports through non-city user
group/league (.5)

Sports through a school (.4)

Sports through a church (.2)

T T T T T

T

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

60%

70%

80% 90% 100%

[n 0 Participants m 1 Participant @ 2 Participants 0 3+ Participants 1
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

8. What recreational facilities IN OTHER COMMUNITIES does your household use?

Bike Paths |
Recreation centers
Atheltic fields '

Ragquetball Courts

0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8%

9. Does your household have a dog(s)?
47% No
53% Yes

9a. If yes, where do you usually exercise your dog?

Neighborhood streets = ’ . i : ;190
Other

Vacant lots

Public trails

Federal lands

Parks

School grounds

T T

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18%  20%




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

10. Which City Park is nearest to your home?

Milis
Sonoma

Silver Oak |

Carriage Square

Ron Wilson Memorial
Riveniew Park/Korean Vet
Sunset

Centennial

Gowernors Field

Long Ranch Park

Empire Ranch Estates
Riley Circle

Sunland Vista

Park Terrace

Edmonds Sports Complex
Fuji

Ross Gold

Mayors

Lakeview

Long Ranch Estates Open Space
Prison Hill Access
Northridge Linear Park Trail
V & T Trail

Trap Range

Steinheimer

Lone Mountain Park
Blackwell's Pond
Fulstone Wetlands
Carson River Park
Monte Vista

0 A
15%

1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%

2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%

4%
4%
4%

3%

3%

3%

6 D/D

7%

22%

T

0%

5%

10% 15% 20%

25%

10a. How often do you use this park?

Several times per week
Several times per month

Several times peryear

H
i
i
H
P
i
i
i

T o5 |

I

0%

10%

20%

30% 40% 50% 60% 0%




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey

10b. Regarding the park nearest to your home, what prevents you or members of your household from using it

more?

Park is fine, just don't go to parks much BT

Other

Lacks restrooms

Park is fine, we use the park alot £

Prefer to use a different park.

Doesn't have play equipment we like ETEE

Too far to walk

Isn't well maintained

Prefer to use private recreation facilities

34%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35% 40%

11. Bubble the number that best expresses how important to your household it is to have the following amenities
in your neighborhood parks:

Shade Trees (3. 5)
Trash cans (3.5)
Restrooms (3.3) 1
Drinking fountains (3.0) 1
Benches (3.0)
.Dog waste pickup station (2.9) ]
Picnic Tables (2.8) |
Children's play equipment (2. 6) “
Night Lighting (2. 5)
Picnic Pavilian (2. 4)
Bike Racks (2. 3)
Exercise stations (2.1) |
Basketball courts (1. 9)
Horseshoe pits (1. 8)
Sand Voileyball (1. 7)
Tennis Courts (1. 6) :
Wading Pool (1.5) ! -
% 0% 20%  a0%

40%

50%

60%

70% 80% 90%  100%

o Percent Responding "1" (Not important) ® Percent Responding "2"

@ Percent Responding "3" 0 Percent Responding "4" (Very important)




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

12. If the following were available at a City recreation center, would you be more iikely to do the following ata
health club or the City recreation facility?

Racquetball

Aerobics/ spinning class

Use exercise machines

Lift weights

0% 10% 20% 30% -40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

[0 Health Club & City Facility

13. Would you support paying a higher fee for participating in City recreation programs in order to provide
scholarships for people less able to pay?

Wound not support a fee

. - |52%
increase

Would support a fee increase
of5% to 15%

Would support a fee increase  pomgs
of 15% to 25% =

Would support a fee increase g
of 25% or more

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

14. How often do you or members of your household typically attend productions in the Community Center
Theater (such as band concerts, high school plays, WNCC plays, etc.)?

Never

Once every few years

1 time peryear

2to 4 times per year

Over 4 times per year

T

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

ARIREA TS



Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

15a. If there are school aged children in your household, how often do they bike/walk to school?

High Schaool

;
59 ﬁe %

Middle School

Elementary School

72%

| | I |

[ I
|

S =

0% 10%

T T T T

20% 30% 40% 60%

60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

|r:| Never m One time/week O Severaltimes/week O Almost alwaysj

15b. For any children that rarely walk or bike to school, what is the primary factor that prevents them

from walking/biking more often?

High School 88%
Middle School 83%
Elemenatry School 72%
N A . .
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 0% TO% BO% 0%

O Lack of Sidewalks m Too far o Safety Concemns UOther]

100%

WINS TN
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

16. Please bubble the number that most closely reflects how often you, or other members of your household use

the following City facilities.

Jogging/walking on paved trail/street (2.8) |
Jogginiwalking on unpaved trail (2.3} |
Special Events at City faciiiies (1.9) |

(

Theater/culturaliart events (1.9)

Bike riding on a trail (1.9)

Weights/cardio machine at health club (1.8) :
Indoor swimming at Aquatic Facility (1.7) |

Exercise class at private health club (1.7)
Large group picnic area (

Outdoor swimming at Aquatic Facility (1.5)
(

Soccer/football fields (1.5) |

Riding off highway vehicles on trails/open lands (1.4)

Shooting at rifle/pistoltrap ranges (1.4) j
Little League baseball fields (1.4) |

Softball fields (1.4) |

Senior Center (1.4) |

Jogging/walking on track ata school (1.3) |

Outdoor tennis (1 3)

Exercise class at Community Center (1.3) |
(1.

2) |

Gym at Community Center

Disk (Frisbee) golf (1.2) |

Weights/cardio machine at Aquatic Facility (1.2)

Riding horses on trails/open land (1.1) :

Skating at Skateboard Park (1.1)

In-line hockey at Pone Express Pavilion (1.1) :

Model Airplane facility (1.1)

Archery at City facility (1.1) |

BMX Track at Edmonds (1.1)

17) |

[
70%

‘1
] l

3% ‘ l :
T | 69% ‘\ I .
I I 137 I ]
—

. : i 78% :
I I I 1 I T
T TTTTRY% g S
I T I | l ]
N . : - '780/0 el
; I I I I I ‘
I j — %% r i
BI% S
I I | I I
— 8k T D4
I r I s87% — E
T I I I 9% T - | S B
: ' i S0% = 7% i
96% :

I I I I 940/? I | %;
I T l 27 I m
r — —— e
{ R —98% B

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

80% 100%

FD Never B Severaltimes/yr @ Several times/month O Several times/iweek |
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

17. Please circle the number that most closely reflects how important you feel it is for Carson City to ADD the

following facilities?
L A R T T
Off-street walking/bike paths (2.9) | B ] ] e | 0% :
Nalural parks {like Rivendew (2.8) | i DT SRS 0y S | y 8%
Teen Center (2.8) | [ =] 20Y O TG T b b R T R e | . 2%
Pienic areas with tables, grills, pavlion (2.7) | B 2B% [ R e e | 2%
MNeighborhood parks (like Sonoma) (2.6) A% ] 30% s e AT U T L N | 1%
E——— T 1 — " ¥
On-street bike lanes (2.6) | 2T - 25% R T £ e TP T L | ; 2H%
Larger cammunity parks (like Mills}) (2.6) / 21 %. 245, [EaEE it iseiat,} | P rpe v ] : é4%l
QOutdoor amphitheater (concerts, plays) (2.6) I 101 27% BT e Vo e e S ZZ%
Indaor leisure pool (waterslide, ete) (2.2) : A% C ETa ATl U L/
Permanent room / building for art classes (2.2) 31% : : ST ) 2
Roller skating rink (2.2) | L 5% ‘ I L i S T N
Youth soccer fields (2.1) A% 7
Indaor track for jogging/walking (2.1) : df's‘%_ : S ) L AT | Yo
Off-leash dog park (2.1) | : ZR% : 19% TG A | 1A%
lce skating rink (2.1) | : 7% : E———s | AT = : A
Facilities for meetings/weddings etc. (2.1) | : U"!:‘. : -,J,._,‘,, T “_
Baskelball courts (2.1) | . 3% - '-‘.‘:--w SRR JO Dy e : n
Youth foatball fields (2.0) Al 32% A ey LI NI %
Detention basin parks (like Blackwells Pond) (2.0) : A : : i
Advanced Skateboard Park (1.9) | T BB ‘ :
Rock climbing wall (1.9) i : ‘ 40% : -
Adult baseball/softball fields (1.9) : AR | :
Equestrian Trails (1.9) | - —4E% | | :
Racquetball courts (1.8) —01% L : 26% I e T
Off-road molorized lralls (1.7) | : ; ﬁ!"/.:. : : L [ n ] g%,
Motorcross facility (dirt bikes) (1.7) | i : 50% i 2 L s /) A
Adult fiag football fields (1.6) | ‘ ‘ F»ﬁ%l - - I A I 1
Indoor target shoot (1.6) | - g . Bi% : : :
Indear tennis (1.6) [ i : §2% ; - :
Disc golf course (1.4) : | : 0% : . ;

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0% 80% 90% 100%

l|:i Not at all Important @ Not impartant @ Important O Very lmpoﬂan!l

18. There are many people who use Carson City's surrounding hllls for OHVs (off highway vehicles). How do you
feel about the use of OHV vehicles in Carson City?

Additianal OHV apportunities should be
added Lo the City

OHV recrealion should be confined to a
designated area

Stricter regulalions should be enforced
regarding sharing trails with OHV users

No problem, existing OHV area is fine 36Y%
|

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

19. By national standards, Carson City currently has a significant shortage of neighborhood parks. Do you feel

the problem is serious enough that Carson City should consider purchasing property in your neighborhood and
converting it into a park?

53% No
47% Yes

WINS[ON

12
W

AERINT &




Carson City Parks and Recreation-Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

20. Please rate your satisfaction with the following services and characteristics as they relate to Carson City as a
whole.

Preservation of historic buildings (2.8) |9

City parks (2.7) [BY

Trails (2.4)

Preservation of permanent open space (2.4)

Cultural facilities (2.4)

Amount of business and industry (2.4)

Ovwerall character of the downtown area (2.4)

Overall physical appearance of the City (2.3)

Sidewalks and walkability (2.2)

Condition of streets (2.2)

Amount of indoor recreation facilities ( 2.2)

Variety of shopping choies (2.2)

Speed of traffic in neighborhoods (2.1)

Growth management (2.0)

Variety/availability of affordable housing (2.0)

Capacity of major roads (1.8) %

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%  70% 80% 90%  100%

il:l Not at all Satisfied @ Not Satisfied r Satisfied 0 Very Satisfied t

21. From the list above, what do you believe is the most important issue facing Carson City today? And which is
second most important?

First Most Important Issue

Capacity of major roads ol 26%
Growth management
Variety/availability of affordable housing  [EERER
Variety of shopping choices

Overall physical appearance of the City
Amount of business and industry
Preservation of premanent open space
Speed of traffic in neighborhoods
Condition of streets

Sidwalks and walkability

Overall character of the downtown area
Amount of indoor recreation facilities
Preservation of historic buildings

Trails

City Parks

Cultural facilities

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

Second Most Important Issue

Growth Management 12%
Variety of shopping choices -
Variety/availability of affordable housing
Ovwerall physical appearance of the City !
Preservation of permanent open space ’
Capacity of major roads

Speed of traffic in neighborhoods
Amount of business and industry
Overall character of the downtown area
Condition of streets

Sidewalks and walkability .

Amount of indoor recreation

Trails

City parks

Preservation of historic buildings

Cultural facilities

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14%

22. Carson City currently has a population of 56,000. As Carson City continues to grow, it is expected that in the

next 20 years, Carson will have developed most of its land that is currently undeveloped. Which of the following
best represents your opinion?

19%: We should continue to grow by encouraging higher density development in certain areas of the existing city
39%: We should continue to grow until the currently available land is developed, then stop growth

42%: We should continue to grow by allowing Carson City to expand onto federal lands (with proper planning to ensure
that hillsides and view sheds are not impacted)

14




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey

23. Most neighborhoods have some good and not so good aspects. If you were to create the ideal neighborhood

for you and your family, how important would the following be?

Living close to walking/bike paths
(2.9)

Living close to a park (2.7)

Living close to where you work
(2.7)

Hawving neighborhood-oriented
businesses nearby (Mdeo rental,
groceries, etc) (2.4}

Being able to walk to all of the
above (2.3)
entertainment, restaurants and

shopping (2.2}

Living close to an elementary
school (2.0}

Living close to a downtown with

S29%

4%

T

15%

8%

1%

0%

10%

20%

70% 80% 90% 100%

lD Not at all important & Not important @ Important O Very Important }

24, There are three main entrances into Carson City (from the east on HWY 50 and from the north and south on
HWY 395). A number of cities throughout the country have started to create gateways" at their entrances to
differentiate themselves from adjacent communities. The eastern entrance into Carson City has not yet been

developed. How do you think the City should design this gateway?

40% Allow development along-the roadway but require high quality architectural design and extra landscaping

23% No Special gateway needed

20% Leave a large area as open space to create a buffer between adjacent communities

13% Allow development but create signage to mark entrance into Carson City

3%  Other

26. Regarding the person filling out the survey,

a) Your gender is:
46% Male
54% Female

15



Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

b) How old are you? (person taking the survey)

76+

66-75 E

56-65 B

46-55 B

36-45

26-35

16-25 |

0% 5% - 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

¢) Your ethnicity is:

Anglo/Caucasion s
Other

Native American [
Hispanic/Latino
Asian

African-American

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

d) How long have you lived in Carson City?

More than 5 years

2-5 years

1-2years |

Less than one year

t T

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 80%

16




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey

27. How many people living in your household only speak Spanish?

None

1t02

3 ormore

T T T T T

g t T ¥
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 10% 80% 90%

28. Including yourself, how many members are there in your household in the following age groups?
( x |

Ower 75

6510 75 S G

56to 64 | T 3T %

46 to 55 ©32% .

36t045 |- DTN 45%

26to 35

18to 25

15t0 17

9to 14 L : -58% .=

Under 8 years old VL T 64% ; .
[ ! I I [

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
n0@lm203 @4+

29. Are there members of your household that are permanently physically disabled (requiring a walking aid or a
wheelchair)?

92% No
8% Yes

30. Do you feel Carson City provides adequate accessibility for disabled persons for use of facilities?
29% No

72% Yes

30. Does your household currently have Internet access that allows you to send/receive e-mails and surf the
web?

19% No

82% Yes

WINSTON
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey

31. From which of the following do you receive most of your information about what's happening in and around

Carson City?

Newspaper
Local Network TV :
City Newsletter
Public access TV
Other Eii

Cityweb page {il4%

0% 10%

20%

30%

40%  50%

60%

70%  80%

For Internal Use Only

30
29
28
27
26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11

-
LS WS OO N OO

1% \
3%
3%
1%
3%
2%
1%
0%
: 3%
R &%
5%
| 3%
2%
: 5%
3% ‘
: 17%
3%
1%
1%
0%
3%
2%
: y 7%
3%
8%
1 5%
! : |4% | |
0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18%
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

10b. Regarding the park nearest to your home, what prevents you or members of your
household from using it more?

Neighborhood

5%

9%

% 1
I
[

13

3% 1 3% 1

A

105

T 4% |

34 [+

4% 1 4% |

b1k

1%

AN WA OO~ 00O

[
I
I
|
|
|
|

0%

10%

20%

30% 40% 50%

60%

70% 80% 90%

100%

M Park is fine
O Isn't well maintained

1 Too far to walk
@ Prefer to use a different park

0 Park is fine, just don't go to parks much M Lacks Restrooms

[ Doesn't have play equipment we like
B Perfer to use private rec. fac.
@ Other

WINaTON
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

15b. For any children that rarely walk or bike to school, what is the primary factor that

prevents them from walking/biking more often?

W

ASROCIATLS

30 : TO0% r A
29 | SHAA
38 | 00
27 | MJ
26 0
25
24
23 LU0
22 00
21 —7h%,
20 | 5
19 L O0%
@ 18 -
8 17 T @ Lack of Sidewalks
£ 16 2% 1 A% @ Too far
.E 15 % |0 Safety Concerns
- Rl iz Yo ——15% 0 Other
2 13 3%
12 = b 0% —
11 ' 3%
10 L)
9 ()
8 ot
7 Z0% 1|
6 l 4 %m
5 R/ TR T
4 A7 29% 2% 1
3 W.‘!'Q'V_I_T'i%_ '
2 - xuwH_—_zn%—_—
1 2200 I 11
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
WINSTON 2




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

17. Please circle the number that most closely reflects how important you feel it is for
Carson City to ADD the following facilities?

Neighborhood 1 Melghborhood 2

Meighborhood parks [ Neighborhood parks

Matural parks PER Matural parks |

Detention basin parks Detention basin parks

Larger community parks Larger community parks

Equestiran trails

Equestiran trails

Oftstreet walking/bike paths [ Oftstreet walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

On-street bike lanes [

Of-leash dog park

Off-leash dog park

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% B0W 60 TOW BO% Q0% j00%

0% 0% 20% 30u 40% HOW GO% 70 BO% B0% 100%

@ Not at all Imporiant @ Not Important olm orant o Very Import
@ Not at all Important @ Not Important o Important OVery Impnrtaﬁl E P . P P ury, Inporen

Neighborhood 3 Neighborhood 4

-1
[ 24% Neighborhood parks 5

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

Natural parks a h A

Detention basin parks Detention basin parks

Larger community parks B 2 7

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails Equestiran trails

Ofi-strest walking/bike paths Off-street walking/bike paths A
On-street bike lanes On-street bike lanes 5 A
Offdeash dog park Off-leash dog park 3 A |L| 18%
a%  10% 320% 20% 40% EOM 0O% TO% 0% 00% 00% o% 0% Z0% 30% 40% 0% E0%  TO% 0% DOW 100%
m Mot at all Important m Not Imporiant O Irnportaﬁt o yew Important \ Lﬂ Not at all lmpmte_mt m Not Important O Importar_lt oVery lmportaﬁ ‘
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

Neighborhoad 5

4% 33%
e

19% 20%

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

Detention basin parks
Larger community parks
Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 6D% YOW 80% O0% 100%

@ Not at all Important m Not Important 0 important O Very ImportantJ

Neighborhood 6

Neighborhood parks
Natural parks
Detention basin parks

. Larger community parks
Equestiran trails -

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

D% 0% 20% 30% 40% S0% 00 T0% 0% DO% 100%

[@ Not at all Important @ Not Important 0 Important 01 Very Important |

Neighborhood 7

Neighbarhood parks A

Natural parks A

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails A
Off-street walking/bike paths A
On-street bike lanes l72‘3"5 [11%
Off-leash dog park | 1%

o% 0% 20% 30% 40% E0% E0% TO% BO% B0% 100%

Not at all Impurtaht m Mot Important o Important O Very Importaﬂ

MNeighborhood 8

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

1
1 | ]

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks o

Equestiran trails I

Off-sireet walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes K

Y (]

B0% V0% B0% pO% 100%

Off-leash dog park

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% H0%

1—II Not at all Important m Not Important O Important 0 Very Important |

Nelghborhood 9
Meighborhood parks h . 5 0%
Natural parks Eol% | 40%
Detention basin parks 20% | 4ul%
Larger community parks ] o Bf}% —
Equestiran trails - 2CI|% 20|%
Off-street walking/bike paths A 1 40% 1
On-street bike lanes | 40% | 20‘%
Off-leash dog park 20“% 2|J|% |

0% WM 20% 30 40% B0W BOW TOM OOW 8O 100%

FNnt at all Im pnriant @ Not Important O Important 0 Very lmponm

Neighborhood 10

114%

.
4%

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks B

3%

Detention basin parks [

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths ] 63%

On-street bike lanes

Offleash dog park ‘
|
D% 10% 20% B30% A0% G50% G0%W 706 BOW BOW 100%

E Not at all Important @ Not Important O Important £ Very Im| portant
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

Neighborhood 11

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks
Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

0% 0% 204 0% 40% ED% GOW 70% BO% 90% 100%

@ Not at all Important @ Not Important O Important O Very Important-

Neighborhood 12

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks A

Detention basin parks A
Larger community parks B s
Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes A

Off-leash dog park |
-
D% 0% 20% 30% 40% 5O% BO% 70% A0% 0O0% 100%

E Not at all Important @ Not Important o Important 0 Very m ponﬁ\

Neighborhood 13

il A [
35%

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

Detention basin parks 1

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails {

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

p%  fo% 20% 30% 0% 5O% EDM  7O% BO%  HO% 100%

@ Not at all Important @ Not Important 0 lmportant @ Very Important |

Neighborhood 14

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks 5

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% B0% BO% 70% 0DW 0% 100%

[l Not at all Important @ Not Important 0 Important 0 Very Important ]

Nelghborhood 15

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks [

Detention basin parks |

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

ENm at all Important @ Not Important o lmportant 0 Very Irnportant‘|

Nelghborhood 16

Neighbarhood parks |
Matural parks m

Detention basin parks |
Larger community parks .
Equestiran trails |

Ofi-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park _

g% f0% 0% 30% 40% 50% BO% 7OW  BOW  00% 100%

@ Not at all Important @ Not Important O Important 0 Very Importanzj
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

Neighborhood 17

| I
Neighborhood parks A% | 24

MNatural parks

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

o% W% 0% 30%  AD%  50% BB 7o%M MO 0O% 100%

@ Not at all Important m Not Important 0 Important 0 Very lmpurtantj

=

Meighborhood 19

Neighborhood parks

MNatural parks

Detentian basin parks

Larger community parks
Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-streat bike lanes A

(2%
pE]

0% W% 20% 30% 4o% BOW D% 7OW BO0% 60% H0O%

Off-leash dog park

L Mnt at all Important @ Not Important 0important O Very Important |

Meighborhood 21
Neighborhood parks . ._.4Tfn._” I_;EE :
Natural parks 2% | 3|5%
Detention basin parks
Larger community parks 2% | 3%
Equestiran trails ‘
Off-street walking/bike paths 5% 0%
On-street bike lanes 3'5‘/1 I |2H‘!|
Off-leash dog park 24%
B9 0% 20% 0% 40% 0% E0% F0% D00%  00% 100%
rl Not at all Important m Not Important o Important O Very Important‘

WINSTON
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Neighborhood 18

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

Detention basin parks
Larger community parks [EE
Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths

On-street bike lanes

Offleash dog park

o% 0% 20% 36% 40% B0% B0% TDW 0O% 00% 100%

@oﬁ at all Important m Not Important O Important o Very Important

Neighborhood 20

5] R R
¥4

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks |

Equestiran trails

Off-streat walking/bike paths EE

On-street bike lanes

Off-lzash dog park

D% 10% 20% 0% 40%

EO% 60% 7O% B0 O0% 100%

L[:Not at all Important @ Not Important © Important 0 Very Important |

Neighborhood 22 _‘
Neighborhood parks 0 g Il"TUh%_I o ——
Natural parks [ L] 10 L1 b

Detention basin parks L | T00% | | l l ul
Larger community parkac; L L 10 L L1

Equestiran trails [ 10 %l L d
Off-street walking/bike pathsd L L[] 10 [ 1L
On-street bike Ianesu- L L T00% L

Of-leash dog parko- — s

o% 0% 0% 30% 40% 50 6O0% 70W BOM BO% 100%

m Not at all lm;ﬁurtant @ Not Important 0 Important O Very Important
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Naighborhood 23

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks

Detention basin parks

Larger cormmunity parks

Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths 25% |

On-street bike lanes

Off-leash dog park

[—]

0% 16W 20% 30% 40% G0% EOW 70% DO% 60% 100%

FNm al all Important @ Not Important 0 Important o Very Important

’_- Neighborhood 26
Meighborhood parks R -“o T o
Matural parks | 439!5 | 21Lfn
Detention basin parks - A
Larger community parks g
Equestiran trails | 19%
Off-street walking/bike paths o i
On-street bike lanes ’.Wol
Offleash dog park 9% |
0% 10n w406 0% oW 0% bW GO 0w
|_l)lot at all Important @ Not Important 0 Important 0 Very Important 1
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Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

Nelghborhood 24

Neighborhood parks A

Matural parks 4 2

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails

o
5% |
7o

|

Off-street walking/bike paths [ 5%

On-street bike lanes A

Offleash dog park

T ] at
D% 0% 0% 30% 40% BOW EOW TO0W. BOW  DO% 1a0%

@ Not at all Important m Not Important O Important O Very Important

Meighborhood 27

Nelghborhood parks : A

Natural parks

Detention basin parks

Larger community parks i
Equestiran trails 4 bl
Off-street walking/bike paths % 20%
|
On-street bike lanes %o a

Off-leash dog park

0% 0% 20% 30w 40% BoW @DW  70%  BO% O0% 100%

ul Not at all Important m Not important £ Important £ Very Important




Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Meighborhood 28
. e
Neighborhood parks 38% [ 29%
|
MNatural parks 23% 1 | 3 ‘
| |

[ 24%

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails

Off-street walking/bike paths EES

On-street bike lanes 1§

Off-leash dog park

A0%

60%

BO% 100%

FNnt at all Important m Net Important o Important 0Very lmportanﬂ

Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

Neighborhood 29

Neighborhood parks

Natural parks 28 =
Detention basin parks

Larger community parks

Equestiran trails : o 4%

Off-strest walking/bike paths 7% (] |
On-street bike lanes Jg—‘—r—ﬁ

Off-leash dog park

0% 0% 20% 20% 40% BOW 0% 7OW GO 90K 100%

FNot at all Important m Not Important [jimportant 0Very Importail

Neighborhood parks
Natural parks ]

Detention basin parks
Larger community parks :
Equestiran trails |

Off-street walking/bike paths
On-street bike lanes .

Ofi-leash dog park

Meighborhood 30

i

o% 0% 0% 0% 4D 50% G0% TO% BO% 80%  100%

| | Not at all Important @ Nat Important 0 Important 0 Very lmport_aﬂl
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Carson City Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Public Opinion Survey Cross Tabulations

19. By national standards, Carson City currently has a significant shortage of
neighborhood parks. Do you feel the problem is serious enough that Carson City should
consider purchasing property in your neighborhood and converting it into a park?

30 ———

29 % - B4% = _

28 , aafb I 165%-.._"

o7 [ : I ‘ 100%

26 ; ‘%F —164% :

25 | _
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100%

2 T
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Exhibit D

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MEETING DATE:

AGENDA ITEM NUMBER:

APPLICANT:

REQUEST:

GENERAL DISCUSSION:

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

STAFF REPORT

October 18, 2005

3D

Roger Moellendorf, Parks and Recreation Director

Discussion and review only regarding the Hispanic survey results.

At the request of the Commission, staff has prepared and
distributed a Spanish language version of our Parks, Recreation,
and Trails Master Plan Public Opinion Survey. Staff distributed
1,282 copies of the survey. The Hispanic Advisory Board.and
other volunteers aided and assisted our department in the
distribution of the survey. Surveys were distributed to Hispanic
businesses, the Hispanic Soccer League, during the Salsa y Salsa
community event, and through Empire Elementary School, which
has a large Hispanic population.

As of Friday, October 7, 2005, 36 surveys were received for a
response rate of 2.8 percent. Attached as Exhibit A is a
compilation of the results with a comparison to the statistically
valid public survey. It is important to realize that, unlike the
public opinion survey, the Hispanic survey is not a statistically
valid survey, but it can be used as a limited tool for gauging the
“pulse” of our Hispanic residents regarding their recreation needs
and desires. Staff would like to go through the results of the
survey with the Commission, especially where they significantly
varied from the statistically valid public survey in hopes of
generating a meaningful conversation. As an aid to this
discussion, staff is requesting that each Commissioner bring a
copy of the results of the statistically valid public opinion survey
that was distributed to each of you earlier.

Staff would like to thank the following individuals for their
assistance with this project, Javier Ramirez who is the Hispanic
Services Coordinator for the Carson City Library, Patty Bisbee,
Vern L. Krahn, Barbara Singer, Daria Petrenko, and Rolando
Villarreal.

Discussion and review only. No formal action can be taken.



