
CULTURAL COMMISSION  

STAFF REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE:   May 3, 2016    

 

AGENDA ITEM NUMBER: 3B 

 

STAFF:    Vern L. Krahn, Senior Park Planner      

 

REQUEST: For Possible Action:  To prioritize and recommend to     

the Redevelopment Authority approval of the expenditure 

of $24,000 for Arts and Culture Special Event funding  

from the Redevelopment Revolving Fund for Fiscal Year 

2016-17.   

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION:    
 

The adopted Redevelopment Authority Policies and Procedures provide for the process and 

criteria for reviewing special event funding requests (Exhibit A).  Applications for these funding 

requests are due by April 15th each year.  Staff anticipates that the Redevelopment Authority and 

Board of Supervisors will make the final special event funding allocations on June 2, 2016. 

 

The policies and procedures identify specific application submittal requirements and establish 

criteria that the Cultural Commission shall consider when evaluating the applications for Arts 

and Culture Special Event funding. The following factors are identified for consideration:  

 

a.  The number of participants the event draws compared to the amount of Redevelopment 

funding and other City support requested for the event. 

b.  The amount of City funding requested for the event compared to funding obtained or 

sought from other sources.  

c.  The amount of funding requested in past years compared to funding currently being 

requested.  

d.  The longevity of the event in Carson City and its importance to the community.  

e.  The possibility for the event to grow in the future.  

f.  Potential conflicts with other special events on the same date as the proposed event. 

g.  Other factors as deemed appropriate by the Authority.   

 

The funding-split for Arts and Culture Special Events and other Special Events are $24,000 and 

$36,000, respectively.  The Cultural Commission is only responsible for making 

recommendations regarding the funding for “Arts and Culture Special Events.”   

 

SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATIONS:  

 

This year the Redevelopment Office received only three applications for a total of $19,500 in  

requested funding.  This amount is under the $24,000 allocated to these types of events by  

$4,500.  The following is a summary of the applications received with information that pertains  

to the review criteria as noted above.  Please refer to the attached application packets for more  

detail and explanation on the organization’s events. 

 



1.  Applicant:  Brewery Arts Center  

Event:  Levitt Amp Carson City  

Requested funding (8.6% of event budget):  $5,500.00   

Description:  The outdoor concert series will occur on Minnesota Street.  The funding request  

will help offset the costs for equipment/sound engineer fees, custodial services, and security.  

Total event budget:  $64,120  

Prior year funding:  $2,000   

Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town):  10,000  (8,000 / 2,000) 

Dollars of City funding per participant:  $0.55 

Number of years event held in Carson City:  0 

 

2.  Applicant:  Carson City Arts Initiative   

Event:  CCAI 2016/17 Season  

Requested funding (9% of event budget):  $6,000  

Description:  Develop sustaining artist programs and increasing awareness of the varied arts  

programs offered in Carson City.  The funding request will help offset staff costs to produce and  

coordinate programs, including artist’s honoraria/travel, marketing, and operating items/supplies.  

Total event budget:  $61,650 

Prior year funding:  $4,500 

Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town):  18,600 (17,600 / 1,000) 

Dollars of City funding per participant:  $0.32 

Number of years event held in Carson City:  13 

 

3.  Applicant:  Mile High Jazz Band Association, Inc. 

Event:  Jazz & Beyond – Carson City Music Festival  

Requested funding (31% of event budget):  $8,000  

Description:  Jazz and Beyond 2016 is not one event, but a series of dozen individual events held  

over a 17-day period.  The funding request will help offset musicians/technicians fees and other  

advertising and printing costs.  

Total event budget:  $25,900  

Prior year funding:  $6,000  

Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town):  4,000 (3,000 /1,000) 

Dollars of City funding per participant:  $2.00 

Number of years event held in Carson City:  12 

 

All the applicants have been notified by email and have confirmed that they will be present at  

this meeting to present their event funding requests to the Commission.  Each applicant will be  

given 5 to 10 minutes for their presentation with follow up questions by the Commission after 

the applicant’s presentation.    

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 

I move to recommend to the Redevelopment Authority approval of the expenditure of $24,000 

from the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Revolving Fund to support the Art and Culture Special Event  

requests, distributed to the applicants as follows:  

1) Brewery Arts Center     $5,500 

2) Carson City Arts Initiative    $6,000    

3) Mile High Jazz Band Association, Inc.  $8,000  

as an expense incidental to the carrying out of the redevelopment plan that has been adopted by  



the Carson City Board of Supervisors, and based upon the findings that there is a causal  

connection between this redevelopment effort and the need for the expenses, the expenses are  

needed to ensure the success of the redevelopment plan and that the amount of the expenses to be  

given is minor in comparison to the money required for the overall redevelopment plan AND to  

set aside $4,500 from the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Revolving Fund to support new and unanticipated  

Arts and Culture Special Events in either of the redevelopment districts.  
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