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Date: May 3, 2016  

To:  Carson City Cultural Commission 

From:  Lee Plemel, Director 

Subject: Redevelopment Special Event Application – LATE INFORMATION 
 
 
The Community Development Department received an application for Redevelopment special 
event funding from La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow before the application deadline. Pursuant to the 
Redevelopment Authority Policies and Procedures section 3.21, which defines “arts and culture” 
special events (see attached), staff determined that the Pow Wow did not fall under the arts and 
culture special event definition and directed the application to the RACC (Redevelopment 
Authority Citizens Committee).  
 
At their May 2 meeting, the RACC voted to deny any funding for the Pow Wow from the regular 
special event funding allocation and determined that the event is an “arts and culture” event that 
should be reviewed by the Cultural Commission. Therefore, the application is being referred to 
the Cultural Commission for consideration with the other arts and culture special event 
applications.  
 
The Cultural Commission may consider and make recommendations to the Redevelopment 
Authority regarding the La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow application, including recommendations on 
funding for the application and other recommendations regarding the categorization of the event 
to help the Redevelopment Authority and staff properly categorize future applications.  
 
The following information and analysis of the event was provided by staff to the RACC:  
 
Applicant: La Ka Lel Be Pow Wow Committee 
Event: La Ka Lel Be Pow Wow 
Requested funding (% of event budget): $21,300 (100%) 
Description: Community event with family activities that attract visitors from the West, Canada, 
and internationally. The Washoe Tribe and Carson Colony have hosted this event for 
generations with the mission in mind to preserve cultural exchange through sharing of songs, 
dancers, traditional and modern dress, and food.  
Total event budget: $21,300  
Prior year funding: (Not requested)  
Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town): 2,500 (1,000 / 1,500) 
Dollars of City funding per participant: $9.32 
Number of years event held in Carson City: 31 
 
The La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow is an annual event, but this is the first time Redevelopment funding 
has been requested for the event. The event occurs at the Carson Colony on South Curry 
Street, adjacent to the South Carson Street Redevelopment Area #2. While the location is not 
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within the Redevelopment District, Redevelopment monies may be spent on activities that 
benefit the Redevelopment District in accordance with the Redevelopment Plan. The applicant 
notes that the event participants use local businesses, restaurants, hotels/motels, and casinos, 
many of which are within the Redevelopment District. The applicant is requesting 100% of the 
event funding but has indicated to staff that they could use and would accept less. According to 
the application, the Washoe Tribe donates $6,000 and the remainder of their funding is obtained 
through fundraising.  
 
The policies and procedures identify specific application submittal requirements and establish 
criteria that the RACC, Cultural Commission and Redevelopment Authority shall consider when 
evaluating applications for special event funding. The following factors are identified for 
consideration:  
 

a.  The number of participants the event draws compared to the amount of Redevelopment 
funding and other City support requested for the event. 

b.  The amount of City funding requested for the event compared to funding obtained or 
sought from other sources.  

c.  The amount of funding requested in past years compared to funding currently being 
requested.  

d.  The longevity of the event in Carson City and its importance to the community.  
e.  The possibility for the event to grow in the future.  
f.  Potential conflicts with other special events on the same date as the proposed event. 
g.  Other factors as deemed appropriate by the Authority.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the action taken by RACC, please contact Lee Plemel at 
283-7075 or lplemel@carson.org.  
 
Attachments: 
 A. Excerpt from Redevelopment Authority Policies & Procedures, Section 3.2 

B. La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow special event application  
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Upon submittal of an application to the Redevelopment office, the Director or designee 
shall determine if the application is for an Arts and Culture special event or other 
Redevelopment special event. Arts and Culture special events shall be reviewed by the 
Cultural Commission for a recommendation to the Redevelopment Authority, and all 
other Redevelopment special event permits shall be reviewed by the Redevelopment 
Authority Citizens Committee for a recommendation to the Redevelopment Authority. 
Arts and Culture special events include performing arts, visual arts, and literary arts, 
and are generally events such as: 
 
(a)  Theatrical productions;  
(b)  Music festivals or music event series involving coordination among multiple event 
sites or organized through an arts organization;  
(c)  Art displays; or 
(d)  Other events deemed to be Arts and Culture events as determined by the 
Director. 
 
It is the policy of the Redevelopment Authority to allocate 40% of the total amount of 
Redevelopment Special Event funding, as determined in the annual Redevelopment 
budget, to Arts and Culture special events.  
 
The Redevelopment Authority Citizens Committee or Cultural Commission, as 
applicable, must review any application for financial assistance for a special event and 
make a recommendation to the Redevelopment Authority on the application within 30 
days after the application filing deadline. The Redevelopment Authority or Cultural 
Commission, as applicable, must review any application for financial assistance for a 
special event within 30 days after the Redevelopment Authority Citizens Committee 
makes its recommendation.  In order to recommend that financial assistance for a 
special event be granted, the Redevelopment Authority must determine that the 
financial assistance for the special event is necessary or incidental to the carrying out of 
the Redevelopment Plan which has been adopted by the Board of Supervisors.  If the 
Redevelopment Authority does not recommend the approval of the application for 
financial assistance for a special event, the applicant cannot appeal the Redevelopment 
Authority’s decision. 
 
If, after determination by the Redevelopment Authority that financial assistance for a 
special event should be given, it must submit the application request to the Board of 
Supervisors with its findings.  The Board of Supervisors must consider the application 
within 30 days from receipt of the Redevelopment Authority.  The consent of the Board 
of Supervisors must be made by a resolution of the Board of Supervisors consenting to 
the payment of financial assistance for the special event and authorizing the 
expenditure from the Revolving Fund for the Redevelopment Authority for the payment 
of the financial assistance for the special event.  The resolution of the Board of 
Supervisors must be passed by the applicable number of votes required for an 
expenditure from the Revolving Fund as set forth in Section 6.3. 
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