
OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

STAFF REPORT 

MEETING DATE: October 17, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM NUMBER: 3C 

STAFF: Ann Bollinger, Open Space Administrator 

REQUEST: For Possible Action: Discussion and possible action to 

authorize staff to begin a trails inventory on the south end of 

the Prison Hill Recreation Area and recommend staff to 

include time on the next annual work plan and funding in the 

next annual budget towards evaluating the potential of 

motorized events on the south end of the Prison Hill 

Recreation Area. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
In September, staff heard from several folks in the community who were hoping to host a rock-

crawling event in October on the south end of the Prison Hill Recreation Area. Staff was unprepared 

for the request because the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) had not permitted motorized events. 

Per the terms of the BLM-Carson City Conservation Easement, motorized events are allowed in the 

area.  

One of the primary contacts for this particular event is Eddie Oh. Mr. Oh is also the founder of the 

WAYALIFE, an internet forum for Jeep enthusiasts across the nation. Attached, please find an email 

from Mr. Oh providing ideas for potential events in our area. Mr. Oh and others have been invited to 

share their comments in-person with the Committee. 

In a meeting with Mr. Oh, the Carson City Visitors Bureau, and others, staff provided information on 

the history of the property, event and management challenges, staff work load, and annual budget. 

Due to the conservation easement, commitments to protect the environment, and obligation to 

provide safe recreation opportunities, staff expressed the need to conduct an evaluation of the 

property including a trail inventory and natural resources assessment. With the close proximity to the 

adjacent neighbors, dust and noise from events should also be considered. Similar to other venues, a 

capacity study will help determine appropriate levels of use and the number of participants and 

vehicles for each event and user group (i.e. jeeps, ATVs, dirt bikes).  

In an effort to begin the process, staff is recommending the start of a trails inventory and evaluation 

during this fiscal year. While quotes have not yet been pursued, staff believes the cost will be low 

enough to fit within the current budget for professional services.  It is anticipated that staff will 

request funding in the next fiscal year to complete a full report. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: I move to authorize staff to begin a trails inventory on the 

south end of the Prison Hill Recreation Area and 

recommend staff to include time on the next annual work 

plan and funding in the next annual budget towards 

evaluating the potential of motorized events on the south end 

of the Prison Hill Recreation Area.  




