
OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
MEETING DATE: February 27, 2017 
 
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER: 3C 
 

STAFF: Ann Bollinger, Open Space Administrator 
 
REQUEST: For Possible Action: To review 30% design plans and staff 

comments for two trailhead facilities along Sierra Vista 
Lane and potentially add amenities at the expense of the 
Quality of Life – Open Space budget. 

    
GENERAL DISCUSSION:  
In April 2015, the Committee authorized the Chairman’s signature on a letter of support for a 
Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) grant submitted by Carson City Public Works for various 
improvements along Sierra Vista Lane. The primary goals of the grant are to improve the road 
and to improved recreational access for motorized and non-motorized uses on lands managed by 
the Open Space Division. Drainage and erosion problems will also be addressed as part of the 
project. In the fall of 2015, representatives from Central Federal Lands (CFL) visited Carson 
City. With staff, a site visit was conducted and various project components were discussed. Since 
that time, CFL completed various surveys and 30% design plans.  
 
The initial discussions identified improvements at three trailhead areas along Sierra Vista Lane.  
One of the proposed developments was Carson River Park on the east side of the Sierra Vista 
lane (in the vicinity of the detention basin). Due to budget limitations, staff agreed to focus 
improvements on two other areas on East Silver Saddle Ranch: 1) between the river and the road, 
which would provide access to Mile 0 on the Carson River Aquatic Trail and 2) one on the west 
side of the Sierra Vista Lane, which would provide improved access for equestrians and OHVs. 
 
On page 3 of the application, the description of work included: 
 

(6) Upgrading two small parking areas by re-grading and graveling, adding wayfinding 

information signs, temporary bathroom facilities, and installing a split rail fence to 

delineate the existing parking areas; (7) Construction of one large parking area located 

on Carson City property with paved parking, picnic areas, wayfinding, and bathroom 

facilities; (8) Installation of wayfinding signs.   

 
Attached, please find three pages related to improvements on relevant lands and the initial 
comments provided by staff.  Staff is seeking comments from the committee related to the 
improvements and whether the Committee wishes to add amenities at the expense of the Quality 
of Life – Open Space budget. Also attached, please find the narrative and recommendations from 
the Management Plan regarding East Silver Saddle Ranch (2016). 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: I move to accept staff comments for two trailhead facilities 
along Sierra Vista Lane. 















Agricultural Lands

Silver Saddle Ranch

Prison Hill Recreation Area
(See Figure 2.2 & 4.7)

Open Space, Unnamed
-45.5 Acres

(See Figure 3.5)

Mitigation Wetlands

Mexican Dam
(See Figure 3.2)

East Silver Saddle Ranch

Carson River Park
(See Figure 4.2)

East Silver Saddle Ranch
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Figure 2.3
Silver Saddle Ranch, East Silver 

Saddle Ranch, And Mitigation Wetlands
Carson City Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Department
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 The Conservation Plan developed by the NRCS provides recommendations on grazing 
management (stocking rate and duration), wildlife areas, fertilization, weed 
management, water management, monitoring, and contingency plans.  

 The irrigated pastures must be kept active and green.  

 To maintain agricultural operations, the pastures should be closed to public use unless 
otherwise permitted. 

 Practice adaptive management including grazing and vegetation management. 

 Maintain ranch fencing including the fence protecting the wildlife area adjacent to the 
river. 

East Silver Saddle Ranch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo 7. View of river access on of East Silver Saddle Ranch 

Acres: 114.6 acres 
Location: Sierra Vista Lane 

Location and Access  

East Silver Saddle Ranch is located on the east side of the Carson River. In total, there are 
approximately 115 acres located along the Carson River and both sides of Sierra Vista Lane. The 
draft maps for the federal legislation erroneously did not identify approximately 51 acres for 
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transfer. The 51 acres are directly south of the East Silver Saddle Ranch lands and appear as a gap 
between land to the north and a 10-acre parcel that was included on the maps to the south 
(Figure 2.3).  
 
BLM constructed an unpaved multiple-use trailhead on the east side of Sierra Vista Lane. The 
trailhead is primarily used by OHVs to connect with the power line road and other roads leading 
into the Pine Nut Mountains.  
 
On the west side of Sierra Vista Lane, an existing unpaved road on the southern boundary 
provides vehicle access to a small parking area. This section of the river has sandy beaches and 
good access for visitors. Barricades were installed to keep vehicles out of the riparian corridor; 
however, they have been moved and vehicle trespass is common. 

Characteristics 

The vegetation composition includes sparse, cottonwood and willow vegetation in the riparian 
corridor and sagebrush/bunchgrass plant communities in the uplands. 
 
The Carson River Master Plan recommended restricted or limited OHV use along the river 
corridor due to visual degradation of the hillsides, soil erosion, damage to vegetation and wildlife 
habitat, vehicle pollutants, dust and air pollution, and noise. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S) ____________________________________________________  

The following actions are recommended to manage East Silver Saddle Ranch: 

 Install and maintain consistent OHV boundary signs. 

 Consider developing a group use area (including the potential for group use camping). 

 Consider developing a loop trail between the river and Sierra Vista Lane.  

 OHV access should be limited to the power line road and area uphill to the east only. OHV 
use onto adjacent public land must be coordinated with the BLM.  

 Near the river, designate the parking area and maintain barriers to prohibit vehicle access 
into non-motorized use areas, the riparian corridor, floodplain and other sensitive areas. 

 Work with the OHV groups such as the Pine Nut Mountains Trail Association and others 
to maintain and improve staging area and trails; develop relevant materials (maps, signs, 
brochures, etc.) and necessary rules and regulations, etc. 

 Protect and restore hillsides and riparian areas for visual aesthetics, soil stabilization, and 
vegetation and wildlife habitat through signage, barriers, fencing etc.  
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