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   STAFF REPORT   
     
     
 
Report To:  Board of Supervisors     Meeting Date:  October 19, 2017 
 
Staff Contact:  Darren Schulz, Public Works Director 
 
Agenda Title:  For Possible Action:  To direct staff to prepare an ordinance revising Chapter 12.04 (Senior 
Citizens Assistance) of the Carson City Municipal Code to provide assistance to low-income property owners 
that will have no adverse impacts on the water, sewer and storm water funds (Karen Abowd, 
kabowd@carson.org and Lori Bagwell, lbagwell@carson.org). 
 
Staff Summary:  Chapter 12.04 of the Carson City Municipal Code establishes a utility rate assistance program 
for certain eligible senior citizens.  The Utility Finance Oversight Committee (Committee) met on September 19, 
2017 to review, discuss and recommend to the Board of Supervisors various changes to this program including 
eligibility, assistance rates and program administration.     
 
Agenda Action:  Formal Action/Motion   Time Requested:  30 minutes 
 
 

Proposed Motion  
Move to direct staff to prepare an ordinance revising Chapter 12.04 (Senior Citizens Assistance) of the Carson 
City Municipal Code to provide assistance to low-income property owners that will have no adverse impacts on 
the water, sewer and storm water funds. 
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
 Efficient Government 
 
Previous Action   
None 
 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
The senior citizens discount program, as defined in Chapter 12.04 of the Carson City Municipal Code, is a 
program that is no longer offered to new applicants due to State budget cuts.  The current program has 
approximately 110 participants who still receive the discount that results in an estimated revenue loss of 
$60,000 per year due to the discounts.  The proposed program would revise the existing ordinance to offer 
assistance to low income property owners.  The program would be administered by a 3rd party, and paid for by 
optional donations that would be made available on utility bills.  Similar programs are currently offered by SW 
Gas and NV Energy.  Administrative costs that the City may incur would be paid for by the cost savings 
associated with the elimination of the existing program.   
 
Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
Carson City Municipal Code, Chapter 12.04 
 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 
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If yes, account name/number:  NA 

Is it currently budgeted?     Yes       No 

Explanation of Fiscal Impact:  NA 

Alternatives   
Provide additional instructions or direction to staff. 
 
 

 

 

 

Board Action Taken: 
Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 
                   2) _________________ ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
___________________________ 
     (Vote Recorded By) 
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Water Sewer Storm Water Water - ROW Sewer-ROW Total Utility Bill

Jul-17 $95.45 $40.45 $5.69 $0.95 $0.41 $142.96

Aug-17 $101.37 $40.45 $5.69 $1.01 $0.41 $148.94

Sep-17 $97.50 $40.45 $5.69 $0.98 $0.41 $145.03

Oct-17 $72.07 $40.45 $5.69 $0.72 $0.41 $119.34

Nov-17 $44.20 $40.45 $5.69 $0.44 $0.41 $91.20

Dec-17 $38.00 $40.45 $5.69 $0.38 $0.41 $84.93

Jan-18 $38.26 $40.45 $5.69 $0.38 $0.41 $85.20

Feb-18 $36.89 $40.45 $5.69 $0.37 $0.41 $83.81

Mar-18 $36.73 $40.45 $5.69 $0.37 $0.41 $83.65

Apr-18 $39.76 $40.45 $5.69 $0.40 $0.41 $86.71

May-18 $52.17 $40.45 $5.69 $0.52 $0.41 $99.25

Jun-18 $84.18 $40.45 $5.69 $0.84 $0.41 $131.58

Average $61.38 $40.45 $5.69 $0.61 $0.41 $108.55

Notes:

Water: 15% increase to prior year average

Sewer:  flat rate effective 7/1/2017

Storm Water:  $4.38 + 30% increase

ROW: Right of way charge (1%)

Data:  8/9/17 email from Cindy Mills

 Average (Mean) Utility Bill for single family property

Projected:




