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Executive Summary

This document describes thexisting noamotorized trails in Eagle Valleynd was prepared by the Eagle
Valley Trail Committee YHC) volunteers.The EVTC god@ to work with various land management
agencies andlevelopa trail inventory and a comprehensigeospatial data sedf non-motorized trails
that can be used by the public.

The EVTC trail inventoshowsthat many of theexisting singldrack trails in Eagle Valley are desirable
although may have challenges as they may not be sustainddteot meet national trail standards or are
on private property.

The EVTC developed an online survey and conducted three public wpsk&hgather inputegarding

the trail inventory mapsThe EVTC provided workshop participants with the opportunity to note their
personal requests for new trails in tharoject
area Most of the new trail requests from the
public workshops were for conotions to
existing trails. Comments collected from the® %
online survey and public workshops were used' g
develop this report. "

This report outlines the steps to ensure that thg
non-motorized trails system in Eagle Valle
including trailheads and access paintmeet
national trail standards and are publicly}
accessible. 3

»

The EVTC intends to udad report to work with

land management agencies in Eagle Valley @exelop memorandum of understandisgMOUs] or
agency specific agreements that allow Muscle Powesiathnprofit bicycle, pedestrian and trail building
organization, to construct and maintain established fmatorized trailsn Eagle Valleyvuscle Powered
has existingMOUs with the United State Forest Service [USFS] Carson Ranger DistriCaesuah Gy
Parks, Recreation and Open Space Departif@ritail construction and maintenanc&hese agreements
may need to be updated and new agreements developed with the other land managers.

During the review process, the EVTC identified the importance ofitpamnualreviews with all agencies
including Muscle Powered. This will allow all parties to review progress made over the year and plan for
the upcoming year including funding opportunities

The EVTC intends to work with the multiple land agencies taydats official trails or trail routes The
report recommends that each agency designate existing trails that meet standards, or that will after
approval, agd & a i S'Y Alybtémiréilds & formal trail with an official name and number, managed
by the agency responsible for the land through which the trail pasdéaintenance is scheduled and
carried out by professional trail crew or trained volunteers who have officially adopted théReslfic
Crest Trail Assoc.)These system trails will thehecome a part of the MOU that will outline the
responsibilitiefor Muscle Powered.

TheEVTC understands and supports the need for resource and archeological studies and will support and
assist the agencies in these needed documeiiise EVTGwill alsohelp, when needed, to support and

FaaArald Ay O2ttlF02NI A2y o0SG6SSy 3ASyQdctma F2 NI LINR 2
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Recommendationsby Trail Stakeholder

Eagle Valley Trail Committee
9 Finalize a public trailatasetfor Eagle Valley and suunding areas that are connected for single

trackmultidzA S G NI Af & ¢ Aappfoval | YR YI yI ISNAQ

Advocate for a qualitysustainable multusesingletracktrail system in Eagle Valley.

Hostan annual trail meeting with land managers and stakeholdersfti@aises on reviewing all
trail and trailhead projects including discussion on upcoming projects, funding and priorities.

Muscle Powered
1 Partner with agencies and establish procedures on needed assistance for proposed new trails or

trail maintenance.

1 Devebp a trail and sign plan for each trail project to be reviewed by the respective land manager
before any project will proceed. This will betailed ina h | Q&  gland iKanabikKg®yencies.

1 Support or request grants, if needed, for trail projects witled® Basin Instituter other entities

1 Work with agencies on grants for-kind matches.

Land Management Agencies
9 Support private land property purchases /easements with land managers.

1 Support a standard sign plan.
1 Develop MOU agreement with Muscle Powefedapproved trail work and projects.
1

Support and attend an EVTC/Muscle Powered sponsored annual trail meeting for all stakeholders
in off-season for discussion of trail and trailhead projects within Eagle Valley.

1 Establish an agency program to identiygtem trails within theBLM, State of Nevada and Carson
Cityproperties.
Work with Muscle Powered to establish priorities for maintenance and construction.
Considerdevelopngtrails support budgets and suggest funding sourcepfojects.
Support contactswith Great Basin InstitutdmeriCorps prograrand other entitiedor trail work
within Eagle Valley

Carson City ParksRecreationand Open Space
1 Update the UPMP to include the EVTC report recommendations.

1 Hold the trail easements on neagency propdies as applicabl€ontinued support for single
track trails withinOpen Space iRagleValley.

Bureau of Land Management
1 Partner with Carson City at Centennial Park for designated parking and trailhead.

1 Partner with Carson City for a stacked loop trggtem and National Interscholastic Cycling
Association Race Course at Centennial Park.

1 NEPA compliancgupport for trails recommended by EVTC.
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US Forest Service
9 Partner with Carson Citg improve the existindgings Canyon Trailhead.

1 NEPAsupport for trals recommended by EVTC

Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park
1 Support new trailhead design tte top of Ash Canyon roadway to protect resources.
1 Support connectors from Eagle Valley to:
0 Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park near the Laxalt Flat/Tahoe Rim Trail junction.
0 Singletrack connection to Hobart Reservoir.
Western Nevada College
1 Considesupport for a mountain bike skills area.
1 Support public use of existing and proposed trails withiestern Nevada Colledgmundaries.
Nevada State Lands

1 Consider support of podse trail easements and projectsonsidering Schoolrust Lands
regulationsand community needs.
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1.0 Introduction

The Eagle Valley Trail Committee Community Traiéntory, Review, Evaluation and User Needs
AssessmeniReport (EVTC Repochntains an assessment and recommended actions for sustainable non
motorized trails and trailheads in Eagle Valley including signage, trail realignment, easements, property
acqusitions, maintenance and other improvements.

This EVTC Report is a roadmap to guide future trail projects and includes recommendations to facilitate
GNF Af O22NRAYIFGA2Y S6AGK GNIAf 3INRAzZIA FyR Lzt AO
is a guiding document for this repofthe UPMRIirectsCarson City Parks, Recreation and Open Space
produceatrail study andevaluation with recommendations using volunteers in the community.

The EVTC project seeks to improve the range ofmotorized trail opportunities for residents and
visitors in Eagle Valley, while supporting the existing motorized trail elembfutorized trails and
trailheads are not evaluated in this report.

This report contains the following:

1 Recommendations foan officialy recognized trail systerhased on an assessment @fisting
trails, trailheads and access points, wittommendationdor trail and trailheadsustainability
and maintenancémprovements

Recommended newrails, trailheads, access points and connectivity

Recommendations for traihclusion into agency trail plans.

Priority actiondor plan implementation

Recommendations for easements and acquisitions.

Applicable trail standards and maintenance (agency accepted IMBA and USFS standards).
Recommended edutian, information and signage.

The relationship of recommended actions with existing trail plans.

Funding opportunities.

=A = =4 =4 =4 4 -4 4 =9

Training for trail building and maintenance.

Project Area

The EVTC project area is bowmthe west by the crest of the Carson Rarigehe east by the BLM lands
primary electric transmission service road, to the north by Washoe Lake State Park, and to the south by
the Carson Citgnd Dougla$ounty boundary (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Eagle Valley Trails Committee Project Area
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Figure2. Recognized existing trail network in Eagle Valley
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Figure 3. Actual existing trail network in Eagle Valley
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Project Need

There ared5 milesof singletrack trails within the Carson City urban interfabtost these trails have been
developed by thepublic without permits and have not been adopted nor are they considésed & (G S Y ¢
trails by the various land management agencies. Trails are located on lands managed by US Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, Nevada State Lands, Carson City, Westexda College and private
entities. The EVTC identified a need to work with the agencies and private entities to develop a
comprehensive, sustainable amaithorizedconnected nommotorized trail network. Figure 2 illustrates

the recognized existing tranletwork. Figure 3 illustrates the actual existing trail network.

Vision, Mission and Objectives

The EVTC isvaluntarycommunitybasedgroupfocused on providing nemotorized passive recreation
opportunities. In addition to attending regular
meetings, EVTC members work together fo
community outreach and research.

EVTC Vision

The EVTC vision is a trail network thai

The EVTC is comprised of community members frc
different trail user groups including: runners
equestrians, mountain bikers, hikeraalkers and
motorized users. Members represent local Ror
profit organizationsand social groups such a:
Friends of Silver SaddRanch Muscle Powered,
Tahoe Mountain Milers, Sierra Front Recreatic
Council, High Desert Horsemen, and tBack

Country Horsemen. The Carson City Parks
Recreation & Open Space Dejpaent is also an
active supporting member of the EVTC.

The EVTC supports muiltise of trails unless the
safety of any one user group is compromised by tl
nature of the trail. For instance, the waterfall trai
does not provide equestrian access and tharyv
steep and narrow upper loop is restricted fron
mountain bike use. The equestrian users ha
limited trail access due to a lack of trailhead facilitie
that support their trailers. EVTC supports mor
facilities for equestrians to allow access to th
badkcountry areas surrounding Eagle Valley.

primarily provides passive healthy recreation
opportunities, and includes collatration
with the motorized community that connects
the Carson City community with the
surrounding land managed by the US Fores
Service, Bureau of Land Management
Nevada State Parks, Carson City and othe
local entities.

EVTC Mission

Our mission is to work with the community
and land management agencies to
implement a trail systeminventory, review
and analysis process for the current trail
system and to work with the community and
the appropriate land management agencies
to implement agency approved plas to
improve the trail systems within the Eagle
Valley area.

The EVTC intends to work with the multiple land agencies to designate official trails or trail routes. The
report recommends that each agency designate existing trails that meet standards, or that will after
approv £ X a4 GqaeaidsSy GNIAftagod I aeadsSy GNX At A& |
by the agency responsible for the land through which the trail passes. Maintenance is scheduled and
carried out by professional trail crew or trained voleers who have officially adopted the trail (Pacific
Crest Trail Assoc.)These system trails will then become a part of the MOU that will outline the
responsibilities for Muscle Powered.

'.F
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Motorized usehasbeen primarily represented by the Pine Nut Mouimtdrails Associatiofowever, the
EVTC recognizeseed to for a organizednotorized user group within Eagle Valleywork with.

The EVTC objectives are:

1

=A =4 =4 =

To respect private property rights.

To inventory, review and evaluate the namotorized trailsm the study area.

To advocate for the adoption and creation of a network of sustainable system trails.
To make recommendations to land management agencies to improve the trail system.

To work with the agencies to implement committee recommendations as ireduby
National Environmentaldficy Act (NEPA

To collaborate under an MOU oooperative agreemenwith the agencies in support of trail
maintenance and construction of trails for the land managing agencies.

To collaborate wittan organizedanotorized @mmunity for consensusupportedplanning.
To improvethe quality of life ando enhance tourism in the community.

During the review process, the EVTC identified the importance of having annual reviews with all agencies
including Muscle Powered. This vellow all parties to review progress made over the year and plan for
the upcoming year including funding opportunities.

EVTC understands and supports the need for resource and archeological studies and will support and

assist the agencies in these needdmtuments. EVTC will also help, when needed, to support and assist
Ay O2ttl 02N A2y 0SGsSSy 3SyOASa FT2NJ LINereSOiGa
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2.0 Report Development

The EVTC has worked closely with land management agencies thratig@trails assessmerib ensure
inclusive communicationThe Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, Nevada State Lands, and
Western Nevada College have all been collaborators in this prdjaete arecurrently no formal trails

plans in theproject area.

The EVTC also meith and received resolutions of support frothe Carson City Parks and Recreation
Commission anthe Carson City Open Space Advisory CommiflémEVTC presitedthis projectto the
Board of SupervisorsThe EVTC sent letterto private landowners that have informal trails on their
properties. The nput receivedfrom land managers and private landowners are incorporated in this
report.

Protecting Private Property rights

A letter, map, and response form were sent by the Eiie private landowners documenting where

an inventoried trail crossed their propert@nly one property owner returned the inserted letter for
comments.One propertyowner (APN00709166) respondeand expressed interest in having Carson City,

or otherparty, purchase their property. The EVTC forwarded this information to the Open Space Manager.
The package sent to private landowners is provided@sendixB.

Trail Inventory Maps

In 2014 and 2015 EVTC volunteer members mapped existing trails irVadgjeusing recreational grade
GPS equipment and digital photo interpretatioh.geospatial data set of inventoried trails and draft
mapping products were produced for internal discussion, public meetings, land management agencies,
and for this report.Digital mapping products are available to the public on the EVTC webpage at
http://www.carsoncitytrails.org/ Geospatial data sets are available on request.

Trails were evaluateger a set of criteria provide in several published documents and personal
experienceThe trail evaluation criteria and evaluations are providedpgendixC

Table 1 summarizake inventoriedmiles of singldrack and doubldrack trails by lanananager A best

effort was made byhe EVTC to inventory all singlack trails within theprojectarea.However, there is

no guarantee that all existing trails have been inventotigdhe EVTC or that singteack and double

track trails have not been created since the completion ofithentory. The trail inventoryisad A @A y 3 €
data setand updatesshould beprovided by land agencies, private property owners, and the public.
Additional detail is provided iAppendixD.
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Table 1Trail and Ownership Summary

Total Miles Owned by Trail Type Percentage of Trail Type Owned
Total Miles
Ownershi Double Track | Double Track Singletrack
. ouble frac ou .e rac mgc.e rac % Double Track | % Single Track
and (miles) (miles)
Singletrack
BUREAU OF LAND
36.86 20.70 16.16 56.1% 43.9%
MANAGEMENT

CITY OF CARSON CITY 24.59 14.99 9.60 61.0% 39.0%
PRIVATE 22.75 14.45 8.29 63.5% 36.5%
STATE OF NEVADA 14.25 10.30 3.95 72.3% 27.7%
U.S. FOREST SERVICE 13.49 6.53 6.96 48.4% 51.6%
Totals 111.93 66.96 44.97 59.8% 40.2%

Trails were mapped andnventoried on public and private lands and incldd&ngletrack trails,and
doubletrack (roads, former roads, or remnant fire break&)y trails on lands where the land manager
or owner expressed that they did not want public accessewnarked to showestricted access.

Nevada State Lands agreed to allsociaf G NI} Af & 2y { OK22f ¢ NHza G tot NB LIS NI
help edicate the public about School Trust properties and allowing public commeé&risting trailheads
and access pointsere maged and inventoried.

1 Trailheadsare defined as having defined parking and/or bathroom facilities.

9 Access pointare defined as having no official parking available and are entry points where trails
are being entered.

Land ownership data presented on tbeaft maps were provided to the EVTC by Carson City in 2015 and
were modified based o information received from land management agencies. Draft maps do not
designate use as motaed, nommotorized or multiuse because these have not been designated by th
land managerThe only exception ise Prison Hill Motorized Use Aredichisdesignated on draft maps

as it is an officially designated motorized use area.

Public Workshops

Public workshops were presented the EVTC at the Carson City Communityt€ean October 17, 20
and 27, 2015EVTC project area maps were ugedallow workshop participants to comment on trail
connectivity and to mark desire lines for new trails or trailheads, including motorized use.

Press releases were sent out to all thedbonewspapers and Carson N@gdppendixE) announcing the
workshopsThe Nevada Appeal ran two notices and two separate articles were written by staff reporters.
The news release was also sent to stakeholder organizations that are active trail usergeowahtirail
development and maintenance along the Eastern Sierra Fidm.workshops drew over 58 participants
and 15 volunteers. Public comments collected during the workshopgrovided imPAppendixF.
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Public Trail Surveys

An online trail survey wagmade available for public comment through the EVTC website
(http://www.carsoncitytrails.org). The trail survey information on demographics; how and when trails
are used; perceptions of existing trails, itreondition, trail satisfactiontrail etiquette, and suggestions
for new trails or improvementsAll comments can be found AppendixF. Forfull survey results visthe
EVTC websitgww.carsoncitytrails.org

The survey was available online for apgmately 6 weeks from Octob&rthroughNovember 152015

Trail users were notified by public notices in the Nevada Appeal, Carson Now, at the public workshops,
and through the EVTC membership organizations (Ascent Runs, Back Country Horsemen, Sileds of
Saddle Ranch, High Desert Horsemen, Muscle PoweredNBindountains Trail Association and Tahoe
Mountain Milers).Hard copies of the survey were also collected during the public worksHdyes.
following sections summarize the survey results.

Demaraphics

The survey had 97 respondents. There were 58% male and 42% femalel@&dvere Carson City
residents(see Figure 4vho have lived in the area fo@-5 years 19%,-&0 years 15%, 125 years 33%
and over 25 years 33%nly 29% hike with childreMost the local users aivel less than 10 miles to hike
and bike(see Figure 5)

Figure4. Where Trail Users Live

N. Calif N. Nevada
1% 8% Lake Tahoe
0,
Dg County 5%

6%

Reno/Sparks
2%
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Figureb. Travel Distance to access Eagle Valley Trails

25-50 Miles > 50 Miles
7% 1%

10-25 miles
17%

Usage

Exercise and relaxation were the two most popular reasons for useragetitdoors (see Figure 6)rea
trailsare usedyearround throughout the week, though use is heaviest on weekends betweem.and

1 p.m. (see Figur€’). Survey results indicate thamost Carson City trail users are hikers, dog walkers,
mountain bikes and runners with many users actively participating in all f&@guestrianand OHV use
placed slightly lower in usage based on shevey responses (see Figure 8)

Condition
The survey asked users which trails they use and to rate the conditiots Weake broken up into three

areas:
1 North (Centennial Park, Goni Area),

1 East (Prison Hill, Silver Saddle Ranch, Riverview Park, Morgan Mill Ambrose, and Carson Canyon)
and

1 West (GHill, Kings Canyon, Ash Canyon, V&T).

Though all the area trails see umed need maintenance, most perceive the trails to be in relatively good
condition (Figure 9).

10



February 2017 rev 2017-12

EAGLE VALLEY TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT

Figure6. Reasons People Use Eagle Valley Trails
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Figure7. Trail Use Timing

Every two
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Figure8. Types of Trail Users
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Figure9 Existing Trail Condition
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TrailSatisfaction

Courtesy shown by other trail users and maintenance were the most important aspects to the trail
experience (see Figure 10Most persons polled listed pet waste as a concern that affects their trail

EAGLE VALLEY TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT

experience(see Figure 11)The majority &o felt safe on the trails anthink that the trails are well
maintained.

FigurelO. User satisfaction with local trails
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Hgure 11. Level of importance to the trail experience
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Trail Types and Information

More stacked loop trails, longer trails andore advanced trails are important to trail userEhe
overwhelming majority ofhe respondents would like to see a mountain bike skills park for youth in Carson

City.

Although the communityasa strong desire for thabovementionedaspects, the most iportant items
include:

T

= =4 =4 =4

Regional trail connections.

Increased trail networks and connectivity.

Improved trailheads.

Improved trail information including signs and maps.

Improved naintenance.

Trail Etiquette

Though trail users were generally satisfied wiithil courtesy they did recognize a lack of trail etiquette
(see Figure 12YJsers are very unsatisfied with pet owners not cleaning up after their(gets Figure 11)

Figurel2. Number of incidents or conflicts
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3.0 Existing Eagle Valley Trail Plaring Documents

The EVTC reviewed existing documents to ensure that the EVTC recommendations were aligned with
current policy and visiomhese documents and their relationship to the EVTC document are summarized
in this section.

Carson City Unified Pathway Master Plan

The Unified Pathways Master Plan (UPMP, Carson City, 2007) guides pathway (trail) planning in Eagle
Valley.The UPMP does not illustrate every existing or potential trail in . . E—

Carson CitywF i KSNE Al NBLINBaSyida o 2AOOIT #EOUGC, 542N
AGNHOGdINE 2F / F NE2Y Cdrsbril Eifp aParks, Pathway Master Planhas v
Recreation and Open Spate directed by the UPMP to work withMany elements that support

adjacent agencies and commit to a relationship of cooperation in ththe EVTC recommendations

trail planning. to make Eagle Valley a

For trails on landfor which Carson Citgloes not have jurisdiction World Clgss trail

(federal, state, Tribal, or adjacent counties), the UPMP is intendecCommunity.

reflect proposals or wishes of the Ciggardingpathway connectivity

and continuity of uses between Carson City and the respective agency, as welpasettt#al sharing of
maintenance, signage, and management. Of course, Carson City recognizes that the actual uses of those
trails and decisions about changes in usegait alignment are the purview of the respective agencies.

The City encourages thesgemcies to consider the designatioimsthe UPMP as input to the decision
making procesfor each agency.

Themission andvision, goals and objectives of this EV€Gort NS ¥t SOG Yl ye 2F (GKS !t
below:
T ¢KS Jtat Aada AyiSYyRSRI AL BKSI I & A OMS/HE RGOMAS 2 F
and needs. To remain so, the Master Plan must be reviewed and updated regularly, at least
annually(12.1 Policies & Actions).

1 Creating a consolidated pathways plan, will accomplish several algeciihe City will be able to
consistently plan its system in a manner that recognizes and interconnects with the pathways of
other agenciesl(.1 The Need for a Consolidated Blan

1 There was nasingledocument that showed the interconnectivity of all tharious pathway
systems (1.I'he Need for a Consolidated Plan

T ¢KS /I NA2y /AG& !tat akKz2ga O2yySOilAz2ya G2 20KS
trail heads, some of which would need to be implemented by other agencies (1.3 Relationship of
the UPMP to the Plans of other Government Agencies).

Make sure the pathways are safe and attractiwencourage utilization (1.5.1 UPMP goals).

Assure responsible, courteous, and safe usage by all users of the pathway system (1.5.1 UPMP
goals).
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1 Develop péhways in a manner that preserves the natural environment and visual backdrop of the
city while providing for pathway amenities (i.e., benches, shade structures, informational kiosks)
for the comfort and enjoyment of pathway users (1.5.1 UPMP goals).

f Worky 3 6AGK (GKS /KFYOSNI 2F /2YYSNDOS |yR /2y @Syl

/] AGeQa AYF3AS & | Oiaudmobi? yidaoz(withZadathivay systeth e f 0 &
FRRa&a (2 GKS /AGeQa ljdzatAGe 2FURMPH®BIS)T2NI NBaARSY
T /2YLX SGS GKS avYraaairyad tAaylaég G2 SyadNB | O02yii

and barriersTarget: depending on funding, annually increase the pathway system by at least one
mile, with an overall goal of substantially comphgtithe system within 15 years (1.5.2 UPMP
objectives).

Educate pathway users with respect to safety, etiquette, and courtesy (1.5.2 UPMP objectives).

Participants stated a desire to have paths that connect
. UPMP and EVTC outreach
residences to parks and schools, as well as &nggpace and o _
. . . results indicate the public
recreation areas outside of the city. Attendees also broug i ;
. e . desires more trails and
forward the idea of utilizing fire roads to create trail access . i ©
improved trail connectivity.

surrounding public lands (2.4.1 Public Meetings).

1 Create partnerships and utilize local, regional, county, statd, faderal money (11.2 Working
with Partners).

1 The City stands ready to cooperate in resolving inconsistencies and in making adjustments that
are beneficial to the overall system (11.2 Working with Partners).

9 Trails will be located or relocated in areasd with trail design standards and construction
specifications that will avoid environmental and visual impacts and will be consistent with sound,
scientific environmental stewardship (12.1 Policies).

1 The City will work with the U.S. Forest Service, Bldwatlh State Parks, Washoe Tribe, Bureau
of Indian Afairs (B.l.A.), and other agencies, developers, and user groups in a cooperative manner
to develop and maintain the UPMP, including its trails, trailheads, and support facilities (12.1
Policies).

1 Work through the Open Space Manager to secure trail easements in City Open Space to
implement the UPMP (12.2 Actions).

1  Work with the BLM and the Forest Service to increase the stewardship of the pathway system on
LlJdzof AO f I yYR® / 2y @Sy S of thei@Gtgadd lécsl Bath@ayRsdzigioupd y a A &
explore ways to jointly improve pathway maintenance and oversigither by increased federal
funding and commitment or by cooperative efforts with other agencies and groups (12.2 Actions).

1 With the aid of voluteers, complete a detailed mapping of all existing pathways in Eagle Valley,
including type, condition, and current use (12.2 Actions).

1 Working with other agencies and interest groups, develop and distribute trail maps and-a web
resource regarding pathwdgcations, trail etiquette, and safety regulations (12.2 Actions).
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Carson River Master Plan

The Carson River Master Plan (2006) contains trail recommendations that are incorporated in this EVTC
Report. This includes recommendations for various trail @t along the river corridor, signage, and
design to minimize damage to resources:

9 Trails should be designed to minimize damage to the resources. When designing trails, areas
already impacted should be used whenever possible to minimize additional if(acon River
Master Plan B. Trail Recommendatiqus 54).

1 Where there is public property on both sides of the river, a trail should be established adjacent to
the river on one side only to minimize impacts on wildlife and wildlife habitat (Carson Rigezivi
Plan B. Trail Recommendationg. 54).

9 Trails should be designed to accommodate the different types of users, i.e., mountain bikes,
equestrian, hikers/walkers, et¢Carson River Master Plan B. Trail Recommendagigrit).

9 For the protection of wilife, it is recommended that a 1500t buffer zone be established. This
buffer zone would be measured from the mehigh-water mark (Carson River Master Plan B.
Trail Recommendatiornzg. 54).

Carson City Open Space Plan
The Carson City Open Space R@arson City, 200"

refers to trails, pathways and estreet bicycle Carson City Municipal Code
facilitiesand specifies thatrail and pathway action:
should: Open space land will generally be open for

1  Conduct a series of neighborhood meeting passive recreation improvements developed

with the public to identify "linkage" where appropriate and environmentally
properties on the valley floor for land compatible. Examples of compatible passi
acaquisition / easements. Use Carson City =~ recreation include hiking, bicycling, equestrian
Bicycle System Plan and Eagle Valley Tra
System as basis for implementation
(recommendation g.43).

trail uses, nature study, interpretive facilities,
wildlife habitat, fishing and photography, or

similar compatible uses.

Management Plan for Carson City Open Space and Parks in the Carson River Area

The Management Plan for Carsoty@pen Space and Parks in the Carson River Area (Carson City, 2016)
provides a lengthy description of trail design guidelines, signage, access and recommended Huons.
EVTC Report intends to fulfill the following recommended action:

91 Develop a detadd report and trail guide for all designated trails, trailheads and access areas. The
detailed report and trail guide would be developed in collaboration with local organizations and
stakeholders and would provide comprehensive information for residentd aisitors
(MPCCOS&Prailss.3.17. Trailnead and Trail Access Areas).
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91 Develop a prioritization schedule and implement the recommended components for motorized
and nonmotorized areas discussed in this Management FMWACCOS&P Trails 5.3.17. Trailhead
andTrail Access Areas).

1 Evaluate and manage existing trails, trailheads and access areas (MPCCOS&P Trails 5.3.17.
Trailhead and Trail Access Areas).

1 Provide outreach information regarding trail etiquette including safe and polite conduct on multi
use trailswith multiple user groups to avoid conflicts and accidents (MPCCOS&P Trails 5.3.17.
Trailhead and Trail Access Areas).

BLM Conservation Easement

The properties authorized by the Omnibus Public Land Management Act oflg868bes permitted uses
of the Slver Saddle Randrea and Prison Hill

9 The right to construct and maintain trails and trailhead facilities (Permitted Ug§es 5

9 The right to conduct or permit passive recreation activities on the PropPdgsive recreation
are those activities that artemporary in nature and do not require development of permanent
structures or facilities not already in place advidrch 31, 2009unless otherwise allowed under
this Easement. Passive recreation may include without limitation fishing, birding, nature
observation, hiking, running, mountain biking, equestrian riding, including horse drawn wagons
and carriages, nemmotorized boating, geo caching, swimming, and picnicking (Permitted Uses 5

9)-
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4.0 Trail Planning, Construction and Maintenance

Community tail planning, constructiomnd maintenance is supported

by Muscle Poweredolunteers Muscle Powered is the most active trai MUSCLE
volunteer group in Eagle Vallefjhe USFS, Nevada State Parks and POWERED
Carson City Parks, Recreation and Open Space Departaemnivaking
relationships with Muscle Powerdzhsed on recent past projects

Muscle Powerednhtends to formalize this working relationship through

an MOU withthe land management agencieMuscle Powered will alsa

seek an MOU witthe BLM to also encourage a wng collaborative WALK BIKE BUILD

relationship. Citizens for a Walkable
and Bikeable Carson City

EST. 1998

Training

Muscle Powered volunteers participate in the annual Tahoe Rim Trail Association (TRTA) training held
each spring. Tahoe Area Mountain Bike Association [TAMBA] provides annual crew leader training in
partnershipwith the USFS. The International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) also hosts trail
training sessions throughout the year. The trainings are supported by the Subaru IMBA trail crew that will
come on site for training and participate in field work days

The BackCountry Horsemen also support training for staff in trail work and maintenafidey are

available forf S| @S y2 (G NJ OS¢ Sl dzS aTheNdifferght chalterd of BagkTToufitg/ NJ G K S
Horsemen also support trail maintenance with pagkin equipment and supplieSpecialequipment

trainings ie. chain sawsndgrip hoists can also be done in collaboration with the land managers and the

other trail nonprofit groups.

Muscle Powered provides volunteer trail work including coordinatimdj@oviding equipment, expertise
and training necessary for the trail work projects with any group.

Signage

The EVTC workshops and online survey inditaethe public would like sign standardization on the

trails and trailheadsThe EVTC supports thisllowing recommendationsin Carson/ A i@ Qa !t at Iy
Management Plafior Caison City Open Space and Parkshie Carson River Area for standardization of

trail and trailhead signs and kiosks

1 Develop sign standards. The standards should include size, @mibor cty and/or department
logo, etc(MPCCOS&P 5.3.16. Signage).

1 Create a standard for trail signage (trail identification, responsible agency, permitted uses).
Implement over Syear period UPMP 1.10 General Master Plan Actions #Ed) example:

, Develop effective trail head signage regarding trail etiquette and use regulations.
: Develop a uniform and consistent trail identification system (name, number).

, Work with Public Works, NDOT, BLM, USFS, Washoe Tribe, B.l.A, and local stakeholder
organizationsto standardize information and symbols on signage across jurisdictional
boundaries.
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Other than a trailhead where users would stop to gather information for their ride, it is very difficult to
place educational signfor mourtain bike users and equestriansThe EVTC will work with the land
managers to recommend locations to install informational signage where there would be a natural place

EAGLE VALLEY TRAIL COMMITTEE REPO

Sign Placement for Trail Users

to stop or rest.

There are other methodsof trail education i.e.; brochures, public programs and websit€ee EVTC

Trail Signage and Interpretation/Education

RT

recommends that approved trailheadisivekioskswhich includea safety message,map (vith pointsof

interest), rules and regulations and natural and cultu@$ourceinterpretation. Access pointshould
have a small information board with a maples and regulations and a safety messagée EVTC

recommends that trail education/interpretation is best placed at the trailhead for the visitors.

The followingnformation should beonsidered for placement atailheads:

9 Cultural and historical 1 Fire Safety
1 Animal life and vegetation T Map with points of interest
1 Trail Safety 1 Rules and regulations
1 Leave no Trace 1 Trail Etiquette
Trail Design

The EVTC understds that the land management agencies have authority and defined processes and

Guiding Principles

mechanisms to establish rules on lands they manage. Recommendations from the EVTC are intended to
fit with agency process and communicate user safety concerns and/or tratrgotisn limitations

The following guiding principles will be used by Muscle Powered for trail project implementation:

=A =4 =4 4 =9

=A =4 =4 4 4 -4 -4

Support pedestrian, biking, and equestrian activities.
Feature interpretive points for unique cultural and natural resources.
Establid viewpoints.

Design for existing and future recreational trends.

LYdSaANIGS GKS 91 3tS xrffSeQa GNIXAf agadsSy

trail opportunities and community connections.

Designed and constructed to bastainable wer the long term with low maintenance costs.

Provide visitors with a dynamic mix of interesting experiences that range from easy to challenging.

Provide the safest experience.

Follow trailsafety andetiquette guidelinegsee Appendix G).

Minimize userconflict.

SzLJLJ2 NI CSRSNI | s IXpanciglegseeRApdentix H)i NI (A 2 y Q

Design and buildustainable tragito protect and alleviate environmental concerns.
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Trail Standards

Class lll Style Trall
The US Forest Service Class lll traildssandard for backcountry singkeack traildesign. Thisdesign
standard is recommended by the EVTC for all the land managers forsaakdrails.

The IMBA trail rating system should be used to rate rudé and singleise mountain bike trail® inform

the public of the different levels of experience needed to ride the trails. IMBA trail guidelines should be
used in conjunction with the USFS Trail standards for design, layout and constrietide2 summarizes

the USFS design parameters.

Table2. USFS Design Paramete(6SH 2309.18)

Designated Usg Designated Usg
Hiker/PedClass llI BicycleClass I
Design Non-Wilderness
Tread 12H n € 180 c ¢
Width Single Lane
_ _ . Native, with some on site borrow or
Native, with some on site | imported material where needed for
borrow or imported material stabilization and occasional grading
Design where needé for _
ST stabilization and occasional| Intermittently rough
grading Sections of soft or unstable tread on
Intermittently rough grades < 9% may be presdut not
common
Target Grade 3-12% 3-10%
Desion | short pitch Max 25% 15%
Grade
Obstacles 10-20% of Trail 10-20% of Trail
Target Cross Slope | 5-10% 3-8%
Design
CrossSlope i
P€ | Maximum Cross 15% 8%
Slope
Height 7y Q 8-hQ
Design | \y it 36 1 £ 72hc ¢
Clearing
Shoulder Clearance |12-my Q 12my Q
Design .
Radius 3¢ Q 4vy Q
Turn
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The followingnational standard trail maintenance and construction publicatians recommended as
reference documents:

9 Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook USDA Forest Setvic&echnology &
Development Program.

1 Trail Solutions: IMBA's Guide to Building Sweet Singtk by the International Mountain
Bicycling Association.

1 Natural Surface Trails by Design: Physical and Human Design Essentials of Sustainable, Enjoyable
Trails byTroy Scott Parker.

Lightly on the Land: The SCA Taaillding and Maintenance Manual by Robert C. Birkby

The Complete Guide to Trail Building and Maintenance, 3rd Edition by Carl Demrow & David
Salisbury.

9 Standard Specifications for Construction and Maiince of Trails by USDA Forest Service
Engineering Staff.

1 Managing Mountain Biking: IMBA's Guide to Providing Sweet Riding.
Class IV Pathway

Class IV pathways are dual tramiprimitive roadways Although this report primarily addresses Class |l
singletrack trails, Eagle Valleyhas many Class IV trails. EVTC recommends that Carson City Parks

Recreationand Open Space R2 LJi G KS &GF yRIFINR& aSd FT2NIK -Ay 21| af

purpose trails. These trails are in populated rural areasthadnulti-use standard will help protect the
safety of trail users on these trail¥he USFS standard f0lass IV pathways is summarizedable 2 and
available odine athttps://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/tradmanagement/trailplans/

Trail Maintenance and Inspection

All trails and trail features should be inspected routinely by the volunteer groups that support trail use
areas. If a trail or infrastructemeedssafetymaintenancejt should be repaired as quickly as possible. If
repairs cannot be made immediately and there is a safety risk to visitors, then the trail or trail area should
be signed orclosed Maintenance and inspection should also be inetlidn an MOU with the land
manager.

TheEVTC recommends that the inspection schedule and responsibilities on system trails, established as a
part of this report, should be included in the MOU/Coop Agreemerte. respective land management
agency, with suport from Muscle Powered, will address needed inspectiorte@trails and roads (used

as trails).
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5.0 Community Trail Inventoryand EvaluationResults and
Recommendations

EVTC Recommendations Guidelines
TheEVTC used the following to guide the trailéntory and evaluation results:

1 The report specifically makes
recommendations foClass Il trails for nen
motorized singldarack

9 Add existing and future singteack
recommendations to the existing UPMP
These trails would then be considered syster.
trails forthe Carson CityParls, Recreatiorand f
Open Spac®epartment

9 Trailheads and access points were inventoriw
as part of this evaluationinventoried access .,
points not on property owned by the Carson
City Parks and Recreation department will néadher research before they are released. At a
minimum, access points need signage to communicate access and property ownership to the
recreating public./ I NA2Yy / AGeéQa hLISy {LIOS tfly RSGFIAT A
trailheads as money andpportunities become available. Proposed new trailheads and/or
amenities will be integral to the planning.

Insure thatequestriars area part of the trail and trailhead planning as to not restrict their use.

EVTC will not make any recommendations to clasg trail or road currently used legaligr
motorized use

9 Propose existing trails that are not considered system trails to be adopted by the agdia@es.
Committee will support the agency in the process to bring the trails into their respective
authorized trail system.

9 Collaborate with the agencies on design components for the community for trails, trailheads and
signage.

1 Consider mpacts to the resourcessafety, trail sustainability oils, geologic conditions and
impacts to the management agenciggerations

1 Recommend locatiqs)for a Bike Park for Eagle Valley.
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Evaluation Criteria

The EVTC review and evaluation considered the following critical elements as described in detail in
AppendixC

9 Large tread drainage size 1 Weather, climate, or microclimate
9 Steep cross slopes 1 High trail use (compaction & displacement)
1 Highrunoff potential 1 Steep tread grade
i Poor tread texture 1 Long tread length between a dip and crest
1 Wide tread width

EVTC Matrix

9+¢/ Qa Llzof A O ¢ 2 NJrasklind@atelthatiRe giylid desffes localdahtides)idedil
connectivity, morérail loop options, a well maintained and sustainable trail network, trail information,
signage, legitimizing social trails, and trailhead facilities for equestrian use.

The EVTQ@eam usedthe public input to develop a trail matrix. The matrix has two components,
5SaANIoAfAGE YR 9Yy3IAYSSNAYyId 5SaANIOAfAGE NBLINE:
workshops and surveys, while Engineering represents rtiative eae for implementation. The

Desirability matrix score considered scenery, connectivity, the number of mode of travel opportunities

(foot, bike, horse, etc.), and importance for network expansion. The Engineering matrix score considered
property ownershipease of construction and maintenance, and the amount and quality of infrastructure

at the trailhead. The table is also subdivided into High, Medium and Low categories representing the
combinedDesirabilityand Engineering scoreThe matrix score resultare provided in Table 3. More

information is provided online dittp://www.carsoncitytrails.org/traitevaluationmatrix/ .

The Summary of Recommended Actions taldldlowing eachtrail area,refers to the High, Medium, and
Low score in thdatrix. A High score indicates that the actiomisre desirable and easier to implement
than an action with Low scorén addition, each action is assigned a ti€rer 1 indicates a higheriprity
than Tier 2.

The EVTC workshops and online survey captured many great ideas from the public, and the tables below
each area reflect these desires. Though many ideas were captured that we hope to further explore in the
future the recommendationi the tablesare our priority.
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Table3. Matrix Score Summary

Area Desire Total Engineering Total Grand Total

High

1 Ash Canyon 4.67 2.23 6.90

2 Kings Canyon 4.00 2.63 6.63

3 Centennial Park 4.25 2.23 6.48

4 CHill 4.50 1.87 6.37

Medium

5 Siher Saddle Ranch 4.17 2.07 6.23

6 Riverview Park 4.25 1.97 6.22

7 Ambrose 3.17 2.60 5.77

8 V&T 2.83 2.80 5.63

9 Prison Hill 3.83 1.67 5.50
Low

10 |Mexican Dam/Mexicar 3.08 2.03 5.12

11 | Lakeview 2.92 2.10 5.02

12 | Morgan Mill 2.75 2.20 4.95
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6.0 Recommendations

1 Eagle Valleyrails and trail recommendationare describedn this sectiorby threeareas, North,
East and Westsdepicted on thefiguresin this section

1 EVTC has set the priorities in two tiers with tR&i&r being the highst priority. The priorities are
to bemodifiedas opportunities or funding becomes available.

1 Each area islescribed by ownership, location and access, historical use and sustainability as
applicable.

1 Recommended system trails are existing sustain#éialiés that should be legal and adopted by
the land managing agency.

General Recommendations

The publicdzNI3Se& FyR ¢2N)] aK2L) NBadzZ 6a AYyRAOFGS GKFG 4N
Priorities for the public include:

1 allowed access,

9 trail information and signage,
91 loop options and

9 regional and local connectivity.

The EVTGntends topursue and design trail systems to allow for the optimum trail experience for the
public and meet their needs using the results of the surv&yleEVTC Wl develop a trail and sign plan
for each trail project to be reviewed by the respective land manager before any project will prolceed.
exchange for this planning support we ask that the agen@epond to our project proposal within a
mutually agreedipon timeframe TheEVTQinderstands the need for resource and archeological studies
and will support the agencies in these needed documents.
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~Eagle:Valley:North

=Eagle‘Valley:West
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Double Track
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Base from USGS Topo Service, The National Map, 2015.
Nevada West State Plane US Feet (FIPS 2703), 0 1.5 3 6

North American Datum of 1983. T S Ea— il s

Figure B. TrailInventory and EvaluationMap Index
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Eagle Valley East
The description of trails iBagle dlley Easts presented in the following sections and figsiby groups:

1 Ambrose Carson River Natural Ar€ézarson River Canyon Open Spd@pen Space Property,
unnamed (Jarrard Ranch Acquisitidiexican DitciMorgan Mill Preserve Open Spagaverview

Park

PrisonHill; Golden Eagle Open Spabtéexican Dam Open Space

1 Silver Saddle Ranch / East Silver Saddle Ranch

=
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Ambrose, and Carson Canyon

nil_or_'gan Mill, River View Park,

- \Z

Indian
Hills

4

54
Indian
Hills

LR

‘ f

AN 0
SRR

hul!.\ 54

Base from USGS Topo Service, The National Map, 2015.
Nevada West State Plane US Feet (FIPS 2703),
North American Datum of 1983.

Ownership
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Land Management
Carson City Schools

City of Carson City

05 1 2
T a—— \Viles
Legend
Private @ Prison Hill motorized area
State of Nevada Trails
State of Nevada - NDOT ~=~=""~ Singletrack

U.S. Forest Service Double Track

U.S. Government Paved multi-use path

Figureld. Eagle Valley East Map Index
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Ambrose Carson River Natural Area

Ownership
Carson City Open Space

Description:

acres border the river corridor and contain large cottonwois 558
trees, willows, and other riparian vegetation. “on

Location and Access
The Ambrose CRNA is accessed via Deer Run Road. One lar. s
out area with trai$ is located near the northern portion of thé
area. A second access is located off Pinion Hills Drive and a third east side access along Dead Run R
south of the main access.

Historical Use

Ambrose CRNA provides norotorized multiuse recreation oppdunities and access to the river

corridor. The area contains informal trails with environmental education sigiidgeCarson High School
A2f23e /ftlaa KIFI&a alFlR2LIGSRE (KS ariaSeo ¢KSe O2yRc
elementary studentsassist with wire wrapping around cottonwood trees, and maintain an interpretive

trail with a trail guide and trail markers.

Carson River Canyon Open Space

Ownership:
Carson City Open Space

Description:
The Carson River Canyon Open Space consists of@*&s3and comprises nearly a complete corridor
along the Carson River from the Deer Run Road Bridge to the Carson City / Lyon County border.

Location and Access

Carson River Canyon Open Space is located on the east side of Carson City and alongrnhRiv@ars

The property is bordered by one private parcel to the north (Bertagnolli gravel pit), Carson City lands
including the Rifle and Pistol Range and the Landfill; to the east by private lands; and to the south by public
lands administered by the Buaa of Land Management.

From the Deer Run Road Bridge looking east, Carson River Canyon Open Space extends along the south
side of the river and is generally inaccessible. Most of the property lies further downriver into the Carson
River Canyon (commonlyfegred to as Brunswick Canyon). The most common access into Carson River
Canyon is via Brunswick Canyon Road on the northeast side of the Deer Run Road Bridge.

Historical Use

On the north side of the Carson River, the primary road is a thmidee sectionof the historic V&T railway
alignment. Both sides of the river contain a network of roads and trails. The roads and trails are currently
used for noamotorized (hiking, mountain biking, fishing, ggddnning, etc.) and motorized recreation.

31



February 2017 rev 2017-12 EAGLE VALLEY TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT

Open SpaceProperty, unnamed (Jarrard Ranch Acquisition)

Ownership:
Carson City Open Space

Description:
Commonly referred to adBuzz@ Ranch 2 NJ! YIRS NE ZY AWIOf @RS R yc | ONBa
of the Carson River, including 368.78 acres between the E€&se@r and Mexican Ditch.

Location and Access

The property is situated along the west side of the Carson River and east of the Mexican Ditch between
Riverview Park an&ilver Saddle Rancfihe property is bordered to the south by Carson River Road,
private property and the Mexican Ditch to the west, Riverview Park to the north, and the Carson River and
private property to the east.

The Purchase and Sale Agreement from James Jarrard, providefibat wide section of the property
adjacent to the CarsoRiverfor the development of a hiking trail.

Mexican Ditch

Ownership
Carson City Open Space

Description
The Mexican Ditch trail is a popular Class
system trail that is important for connectivi
to the Prison Hill recreation area.

Location and Acas

Several access points exist from Golden Ez:
to Hells Bells trailhead. The busiest trailhe
for the Mexican Ditch is Silver Saddle Ranc

Morgan Mill Preserve Open Space

Ownership
Carson City Open Space [32 acres]

Description

Morgan Mill Preserv®pen Space consists of two parcetsne on each side of the river. The parcel with

the trailhead and boat launch to the north is more accessible and therefore, more commonly used by the
public.

Location and Access

The property is bordered to the eay Deer Run Road; to the north by federal offices (Bureau of Land
Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S. Geological Survey) and vacant industrial parcels; to the
west by the Carson City Morgan Mill Road River Access Area; and to the south by pdbkcifainistered

by the Bureau of Land Management.
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Historical Use
The trailhead was built for the Carson River Aquatic Trail. The cottonwood grove behind, and east, of the
BLM and USGS offices are used by trespass.OHV

Riverview Park

Ownership
CarsorCity Parks, Recreation and Open Space

Description
Riverview Park provides nanotorized multiuse trails. The adjacent Korean War Veterans Memorial Park
provides parking, flush toilets, barbeques, and an uncovered picnic area.

Location and Access
The man entrance to Riverview Park is through the Korean War Veterans Memorial Park, at the eastern
terminus of E. Fifth Street. There are also several neighborhood entrances.

Historical Use

Riverview Park was dedicated to the difio be maintained as permayfeli 2 LISy aLJ OS¢ wA @
was designed to protect the natural bird habitat and preservedfi¢ G dzNJ f € F yRa Ol LAYy 3 | y I
(Carson City, 2016).

The Riverview Park trail system serves as a hub for trails continuing to the north towards Eamgine R
Trail and to the south along the Mexican Ditch Tralil.
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Base from USGS Topo Service, The National Map, 2015.

Nevada West State Plane US Feet (FIPS 2703), 0 0.25 a.5 1
North American Datum of 1983. M”eS
Legend
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Bureau of Land Management 7// Trail on private land - Trailhead with bathroom
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Figurel5. Ambrose, Morgan Mill, River View Park, Empire Ranch, Mexican
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Table4. Ambrose Carson River Natural Area; Carson River Canyon Open
Space; OperSpace Property, unnamed (Jarrard Ranch Acquisition); Mexican
Ditch Morgan Mill Preserve Open Space; RivervieRark Summaryof
Recommended Actions

Area

Tier /
Rating

Land
Manager?!

Project Description (with Comment Source Reference?)

Adoption as System Trails

Ambrose |1/ Med CcC 1. Existing Carson High Biology trail [EVTC]
New Trail
Ambrose |1/ Med CcC Develop a trail plan to add trail extensions to the south and north
to the existing Biology trail and rehabilitate unsustainable trails
[OS][CRMP]
CC
Bridge and/or at grade crossing for access across the river to
NSL existing trails on the west side [CR 2016]
Jarrard 1/ Not CcC Evaluate trail connection opportunities, particularly along the
Rated eastern boundary [UPMP][WS]
Construct a safe crossing from Anderson - Jarrard property to
Carson River Park [UPMP]
Ambrose |2/ Med cC One off-street, unpaved single-track trail located on the side of
Deer Run Road [UPMP]
NSL
Morgan 2/ Low cC Connect to trails into the Carson River Canyon (V&T East) [WS
Mill and CAMPO]
Morgan |2/Low |CC Develop multi- use paved path out of the river corridor to connect
Mill with Deer Run Road [UPMP]
Mexican |2/Low CcC Extend Mexican Ditch Trail from Moffat Open Space to the
Ditch Empire Ranch Trail [OS][UPMP]
Complete the Mexican Ditch Trail between Carson River Road
cc and the Red House [WS]
Doug. Co

Continue the trail from the Mexican Dam along the river to
Douglas County [WS]

35




February 2017 rev 2017-12

EAGLE VALLEY TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT

Ti . o .
Area |er. / -and 2 Project Description (with Comment Source Reference?)
Rating Manager
River Not CcC Complete a trail loop from Mexican Ditch along Carson River
View Rated Road to the river at Carson River Park and then back to Riverview
Park along the river corridor [WS].
Carson 1/ Not CcC Develop class IlI/IV V&T Trail from Deer Run Bridge to Lyon
River Rated County [WS]
Canyon BLM ) )
Develop a trail and access plan for the Carson River Canyon
Open Space [0S]
Carson 2/ Not CcC Develop trail parallel to V&T connecting to Virginia City [WS]
River Rated
Canyon BLM

Trailhead Improvements and Signage

Ambrose |1/ Med cC Trailhead improvements including restroom facilities, more
parking, and signage [OS]
Morgan 1/Low CcC A kiosk panel placed for the trail system from Silver Saddle Ranch
Mill to River corridor [OS]
Improved signage on trail and access points [OS]
Carson 1/ Not Develop a trailhead for the Carson River Canyon Open Space
River Rated CcC [0S]
Canyon
Other
Morgan 1/Low CcC Control unauthorized OHV use into the River Corridor with
Mill physical barriers and rehabilitate closed roads [WS]
ggrson 2 / Not cc Repair/replace  Brunswick  Bridge for  bikes  and
Iver Rated pedestrians[UPMP][OS]
Canyon

Property Acquisition

Carson
River
Canyon

1/ Not
Rated

CcC

Pursue trail easement along the river through private property
[EVTC]

Consider purchase of the Erickson property, located between the
Carson River Canyon Open Space and Lyon County [OS]

36




February 2017 rev 2017-12 EAGLE VALLEY TRAIL COMMITTEE REPORT

1. BLM = Bureau of Land Management
CC = Carson City
Doug Co = Douglas County
NSL = Nevada State Lands

2. CAMPO = Carson Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
CRMP = Carson River Advisory Committee. 1996, Revised 2001. Carson River Master Plan.
CR 2016 = Carson City, 2016. Master Plan for Carson City Open Space and Parks in the Carson River Area
EVTC = Eagle Valley Trail Committee
OS = Carson City. 2000. Open Space Plan
UPMP = Carson City. 2006, Revised 2007. Unified Pathways Master Plan.
WS = From EVTC Work Shop and Public Survey
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Prison Hill

Ownership
Carson City

The Prison Hill Recreation Area covers approximately 2,500 acres of rugged terrain locatedSilest of
Saddle RanciThere are four peaks that form a ridge approximately twieslong. The tops of the peaks
offer stunning 36@legree scenigiews. Elevations range between 4,680 and 5,724 feet.

Location and Access

Prison Hill is bordered by Golden Eagle Lane to the south, Edmonds Drive/Fairview Drive to the west, the
Nevada Sta Prison and 5th Street to the north, and Carson River Road anSlilirey Saddle Rand¢h

the east.

Historical Use
The Prison Hill Recreation Area has two distinct parts: the northern and central section with non
motorized recreational uses and the southesection with motorized recreational use on roads and trails.

Sustainability
Most of the multi-use singldrack system inventoried recently as part of this report for Carson City is
unsustainableMany of the trails need to be realigned and/or rehabikte.

Golden EagleOpen Space

Ownership:
Carson City Open Space

19.3 acres. Golden Eagle Open Space lies near the southeast corner of Prison Hill in the southeast area of
Carson City.

Location and Access

The property is bordered to the west and north thye Prison Hill Recreation Area; to the northeast by a
residential parcel; and the south and southeast by the Carson River. From the Snyder Avenue and Gentry
Lane intersection, travel south on Golden Eagle Lane for approximately 2.2 miles. The road surface
changes from asphalt to a graded dirt road. Golden Eagle Open Space begins ngaodhert the left

(north) side of the road and continues approximately 0.4 miles just past the vertical rock cliff adjacent to
the road.

Mexican Dam Open Space

Ownership:
Carson City Open Space

64.3 acres. The Carson River is adjacent to the property along the eastern boundary, and &&@t 20
of the property falls within the boundaries of the 1§@ar floodplain

Location and Access
Mexican Dam Open Space is locatechathorthern terminus of Golden Eagle Lane, in the southeast area
of Carson City. The Mexican Ditch begins near the north end of the property.
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Existing Facilities

Two unpaved trails exist on the property. From the southern boundary, atraek trail endsafter
approximately onehird mile with limited area to turn around. A singfi@ck trail continues north through
the property to Mexican Dam.

Moffat =
Open Space i3

A |

PRt
i
% )

& Rivernview§
Park Loops :

City/s Mexican
b Ditch

Base from USGS Topo Service, The National Map, 2015
Nevada West State Plane US Feet (FIPS 2703), 0 0.5 1

North American Datum of 1983 Miles
Legend
Ownership BLM maintained roads  Trails
Bureau of Indian Affairs % Trail on private land "7 Singletrack
Bureau of Land Management Officially recognized trail Double Track

Paved multi-use path

Carson City Schools ‘| Prison Hill motorized area

City of Carson City Trailheads and access points
Private . Trailhead with bathroom
State of Nevada - Trailhead

State of Nevada - NDOT B Access

Figurel6. Rison Hill, Golden Eagle, and Mexican Dam
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Table5. Prison Hill, Golden Eagle, and Mexican Dé&ammary of
Recommended Actions

Area

Tier /
Rating

Land

Manager?!

Project Description (with Comment Source Reference?)

Trail Realignment

Prison Hill

1/ Med

CcC

P WD PRE

Unsustainable sections of North Loop Trail [WS]
North Loop to 5th St Trail [WS]
Dead Truck Trail [WS]

Unsustainable sections of West Loop Trail [WS]

Prison Hill

2/ Med

CC

Unnamed connector trails [EVTC]

Golden Eagle

2 / Not
Rated

CcC

Close the single-track trails from Golden Eagle Lane i due to
steep slopes and erodible soils impacting the road and the
Carson River. Realign or construct a new sustainable single-
track trail for non-motorized users to the scenic lookout point
[OS]

New Trail

Prison Hill

1/ Med

CC

Replace unsustainable access from Koontz trailhead to North
Loop trail. Decommission current access [OS]

Prison Hill

2/ Med

CcC

Create sustainable trail connection from North Loop to West
Loop area and from Dead Truck Trail south to create a southern
west loop [WS]

Loop trail system to replace unsustainable roads at North
Prison Hill [WS]

Base trail connecting Koontz to 5th St trailhead [WS]

Base Trail Connecting 5th St trailhead to Silver Saddle Ranch
[(WS]

Develop a south loop trail i like the north loop trail [WS]

Develop a loop trail circling Prison Hill and connecting with
Silver Saddle Ranch [OS]

Golden Eagle

1/ Not
Rated

CC

Develop a trail plan for Golden Eagle to improve connectivity
with Silver Saddle Ranch [OS]
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Ti : o :
Area |§r/ Land 2 Project Description (with Comment Source Reference?)
Rating Manager
Trailhead Improvements and Signage
Prison Hill 1/ Med CcC Improve signage to designate the boundary between non-
motorized and motorized [WS]
Add signage at all trails and trail junctions- sign plan [WS]
Include trail name and mileage on signs [WS]
Trailhead placed on Eastside of Prison Hill [UPMP]
Prison Hill 2/ Med CC Improve all trailhead and access points [OS]
Golden Eagle | 1/ Not CcC Review opportunities for trailhead parking at Golden Eagle or
Rated terminus of dirt road near Silver Saddle Ranch [EVTC]
Other
Golden Eagle | 2/ Not CcC A bridge across the Carson River connecting with off-street /
Rated unpaved / double track including OHV use [UPMP]
Install a destination marker [OS]
1

BLM = Bureau of Land Management
CC = Carson City
Doug Co = Douglas County
NSL = Nevada State Lands

CAMPO = Carson Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
CRMP = Carson River Advisory Committee. 1996, Revised 2001. Carson River Master Plan.
CR 2016 = Carson City, 2016. Master Plan for Carson City Open Space and Parks in the Carson River Area

EVTC = Eagle Valley Trail Committee
OS = Carson City. 2000. Open Space Plan

UPMP = Carson City. 2006, Revised 2007. Unified Pathways Master Plan.
WS = From EVTC Work Shop and Public Survey
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Silver Saddle Ranch/East Silver Saddle Ranch

Ownership .
Carson City operates under a conservatighy
easement on th&03-acre Silver Saddle Ranc¥

Historical Use

Silver Saddle Ranch
Silver Saddle Ranch is 703 acres. Visitor
amenities include trailhead parking, one pic
area and two vault toilets. There are several
trails throughout the ranch including the
Mexican Ditch Trail and trails leadirgthe
Prison Hill Recreation Area.

East Silver Saddle Ranch
In total, there are approximately 115 acre&
located along the Carson River and both sides

of Sierra Vista Lane. BLM constructed an unpaved muliggetrailnead on the east side of Sierra Vista
Lane. The trailhead is primarily used by OHVs to connect with the power line road and other roads leading
into the Pine Nut Mountains. On the west side of Sierra Vista Lane, an existing unpaved road on the
southern boundary provides vehicle access to alepaking area. The Carson River frontage area has
sandy beaches and good access for visitors.
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Figure 17.Silver Saddle Ranch/East Silver Saddle Ranch
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Table6. Silver Saddle Ranch / East Silver Saddle Ragtihmmary of
Recommended Actions

Saddle Ranch

Area Tier / Rating Land 1. Project Description (with Comment Source
Manager? Reference?)

Trail Realignment

Silver Saddle 1/ Med CcC A trail plan needs to be completed for Silver Saddle

Ranch Ranch [EVTC]
Restore the trail south of the Red House Complex
currently obstructed by the equestrian arena (Valley
View Loop) [OS]
Dead Truck Canyon Trail (Prison Hill access to Silver
Saddle Ranch) [EVTC]

New Trail

Silver Saddle |1/ Med cC Complete the Mexican Ditch Trail between Carson

Ranch River Road and the Red House [WS]
A trail connection from Silver Saddle Ranch to Golden
Eagle [WS]
Develop trail connecting Silver Saddle Ranch to 5th St
trailhead (base trail) [WS]
Improve access around Mexican Dam and Mexican
Ditch inlet

East Silver 2/ Med cC Consider developing a loop trail between the river and

Sierra Vista Lane [OS]

Trailhead Improvements and Sighage

East Silver 1/Med CcC Improve trailheads and access points [EVTC]
Saddle Ranch ] )
Improve OHV trailhead for trail access to BLM lands.
Improve for equestrians also [EVTC]
Silver Saddle |2/ Med cC Add a trailhead and restrooms at Silver Saddle Ranch
Ranch [EVTC]

Improve the V Gates [OS]
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Area Tier / Rating Land 1. Project Description (with Comment Source
Manager? Reference?)
Other
East Silver 1/ Med CcC 1. Establish barrier systems & parking areas that protect
Saddle Ranch resourcesalong the River & provide a safe environmg
[WS]

1. BLM = Bureau of Land Management

CC = Carson City

Doug Co = Douglas County

NSL = Nevada State Lands

2. CAMPO = Carson Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
CRMP = Carson River Advisory Committee. 1996, Revised 2001. Carson River Master Plan.
CR 2016 = Carson City, 2016. Master Plan for Carson City Open Space and Parks in the Carson River Area
EVTC = Eagle Valley Trail Committee
OS = Carson City. 2000. Open Space Plan
UPMP = Carson City. 2006, Revised 2007. Unified Pathways Master Plan.
WS = From EVTC Work Shop and Public Survey
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Eagle Valleywest

Eagle Valley West includes Ash CanyeH]lICKings Canyon, Lakeview and the V&T Railroad grade as
described on the following figure and sections.

T m TS o T T T - -
S " =) ') ':\r { — ‘;‘\'A WASHOEJCO 3y SRS ~

EBT L aeuue
——V&T

|
R
Base from USGS Topo Service, The National Map, 2015.
Nevada West State Plane US Feet (FIPS 2703), 0 05 1
North American Datum of 1983. Miles
Legend
Ownership - State of Nevada Trails
- Bureau of Indian Affairs - State of Nevada - School Trust =====-=' Singletrack
Bureau of Land Management - State of Nevada - University Double Track
- Carson City Schools State of Nevada - NDOT Paved multi-use path
City of Carson City - U.S. Forest Service
Private - U.S. Government

Figue 18 Eagle Valley West Map Index
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Ash Canyon

Ownership:
Carson City/U.S.FE/Sevada State Lands/@étern Nevada CollegPrivate

Location and Access

The main access point for the Ash Canyon trails is the Foothill Drive trailhead. Two other accesseoints
Murphy Drive trailhead located at the north end of the V&T mudte path, and above the water tanks on
Ash Canyon Rd known by localgresd{ |j dz- NB t 2y RE @

Water bars installed on the new paved road to control water runoff virtually cut off all egarsise in
the Ash Canyon area.

Historical Use

The Ash Canywmroad is the onlynotorizedaccess up to Lake Tahoe Nevada State.Pahle road is also
the onlyaccess to Hobart Reservoifhere isan access area bub developed trailhead at the end die
road. This access road for 4wheel drivehigh clearanceehicles only.

The public has recreated in Ash Canyon for many years mistakenly peredittiegopen space west of
WNC as public land. While this is true of the higher elevations, the hamediately west of the college
is primarily under State ownership or private.

There areapproximately 22.5 miles of double amthgletrackin the Ash Canyon study area of which only
approximately 4.9 miles are approved trails and roads or, if not appraae identified as potential trails

2y GKS !tatd® ¢K2daAK silglekaik tNRASI2CHIYWD AreathasOrandy refivadarg y
double track, and double track that causes erosion, the EVTC finds it difficult to ignore the double tracks
negative inpact on the area, both esthetically and environmentally (see recommendations below).

Sustainability
Most of the singlerack meets sustainability guidelines whifestthe double track does not. The 7 miles
of nonsystem trails are in good condition thouggguire routine maintenance.
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Table7. Ash CanyorSummary of Recommended Actions

Area

Tier /
Rating

Land
Manager?!

Project Description (with Comment Source
Reference?)

Adoption asSystem Trail&nd Property Acquisiti

Ash Canyon 1/ High CC 1. Purchase or secure easements for trail use on State
NSL Lands, WNC and private property west of WNC [WS]
2. Creek Trail [WS
USFS (WS]
PP
Trail Realignment
Ash Canyon 1/ High CcC 1. If Hamm property is not resolved, realign trail working
with State Lands [EVTC]
NSL
Ash Canyon 2 / High CcC 1. A 40006 s theMiceeoRim Toall needs a reroute
as it exceeds the recommended grade/slope standard
NSL and is showing signs of erosion [EVTC]

2. Vicee Rim Trail is also in need of a minor reroute close
to the intersection of Jackrabbit/Postal Trail to slow
user speeds and mitigate the potential for erosion
[EVTC]

New Trail
Ash and Kings 1/ High CcC 1. Develop trail connecting Ash to Kings Trail to Hobart
Canyon Road water tanks [UPMP]

USFS

2. Need more connections. Link to Rim Trail, Washoe
Valley, and under US50 to Clear Creek and Carson
Valley [WS]

Ash and Kings 2 / High CC 1. Develop base trail connecting Ash and Kings Canyons.
Canyon (Would require easement or land purchase from Joost
USFS family. Bridge might be required to cross lower Ash

PP Creek) [UPMP][WS]

2. Add E-W connection from Mountain St trailhead to
Ormsby and continuing to Longview (Drive)[WS]

3. Connect Longview/EZ Trail to Voltaire Canyon [WS]
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Area Tier / Land
Rating Manager?!

Project Description (with Comment Source
Reference?)

Trailhead Improvements and Signage

Ash and Kings 1/ High CcC Add trail information and signage at all access points
Canyon and trails [EVTC]
USFS
With limited equestrian trailhead options on the west
side expand the Waterfall trailhead to accommodate
equestrian use (see Kings Canyon) [EVTC]

Ash Canyon 2 / High CcC Expand Foothill Drive Trailhead along the east border
of the retention basin to the WNC parking lot to allow
for equestrians and to discourage unauthorized OHV
use [EVTC]

Other

Ash Canyon 2 / High CcC Mitigate redundant and erosion causing double track
(possibly realign to accommodate the suggestion

NSL below) [EVTC]
WNC

A flow track that starts from behind the college retention
pit, parallels the north boundary of Wellington housing
development to the lower ash canyon trail. There is a
wash in there that presents some topography to create
a fun downhill filled with whoops and jumps [WS]

1. BLM = Bureau of Land Management

CC = Carson City

Doug Co = Douglas County
NSL = Nevada State Lands
PP = Private Property

2. CAMPO = Carson Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
CRMP = Carson River Advisory Committee. 1996, Revised 2001. Carson River Master Plan.
CR 2016 = Carson City, 2016. Master Plan for Carson City Open Space and Parks in the Carson River Area
EVTC = Eagle Valley Trail Committee
OS = Carson City. 2000. Open Space Plan
UPMP = Carson City. 2006, Revised 2007. Unified Pathways Master Plan.

WS = From EVTC Work Shop and Public Survey
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CHill

Ownershipz
B.l.A./Carson City/U.S.F&ivate

Location and Access

The GHill area is betweelKings Canyondadto the west, Voltaire Canyon to the south, Terracee&t

and Crain $eetto the north and Borda Meadow to the west. Access is gained from Ormsby Blvd, Terrace
St, McKay Diand S. Curry St.

Historical Use

The trail most used i@dasslV fire road(FEMA Trailwhich connects the southern access point, S. Curry
St (behind the train museum) to Ormsby Blvd. The area is mostly used by, hikersrs,and mountain
bikers making a loop on thgopular Longview and EZ Trails

There are a fevgocial trails ascending to a saddle which divides Kings Canyon and Terrace St. From the
saddle users either ascend the ridge line to the top-#filCor descend to Kings Canyon Rd viazbeo
trail.

Sustainability
1 The Longview and EZ Trails are sustalim though in some areaseed realignment due to
exceeding maximum sustainable grade.

1 TheZorrotrail needsrealignment as the entire trail exceeds maximum sustainabdeley and
shows signs of erosion.

1 The social trails leading to the saddle separatingg&iCanyon Rd and Terrace St. are all
unsustainable and need to be mitigated and new trails aligned to satisfy user needs.
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Figure 20. dHill
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