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   STAFF REPORT   

     

Agenda Item:  3D     

 
Report To:  Parks and Recreation Commission     Meeting Date:  August 20, 2019 

 
Staff Contact:  Jennifer Budge, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Director       

 
Agenda Title:  For Possible Action: Discussion and possible action regarding a recommendation to the Board 
of Supervisors regarding the Ross Gold Park Master Plan 
 
Staff Summary:  Ross Gold Park is one of the city’s oldest parks.  This item will review the process and public 
feedback received in an effort to update the park’s master plan, which is 46 years old.  

 
Agenda Action:  Formal Action/Motion   Time Requested:  45 Minutes  

 
 

Proposed Motion  
I move to recommend to the Board of Supervisors approval of the Ross Gold Park Master Plan as presented.  
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
 Quality of Life 
 
Previous Action   
1972 – The Board of Supervisors approved the Southside Park Master Plan.   
 

Background/Issues & Analysis   
Ross Gold Park, originally called Southside Park, is one of the City’s oldest parks.  Acquired in the 1960’s 
through a Recreation and Public Purpose Lease from the Bureau of Land Management, the park was developed 
in the 1970’s-1980’s with Residential Construction Tax and a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant.  
 
With the majority of the park infrastructure being original, significantly aging and beyond repair, staff has been 
pursuing efforts to leverage available funding to rehabilitate and reimagine the park.  The playground was 
beyond repair, no longer met safety standards and has recently been replaced with the City’s first universally 
accessible playground.  The picnic pavilion was removed at the recommendation of the City Building Official, as 
it had rotted out and become a safety concern.  The restroom is not accessible and in need of updating, and will 
soon be renovated thanks to a Community Development Block Grant.   
 
While grant efforts were underway, staff embarked in an effort to seek public feedback regarding their vision 
for the future of the park.  An on-line survey had 135 respondents.  Based on the survey responses and staff 
feedback from parks, public works and public safety, a draft master site plan was developed.  A public meeting 
was held at Firehouse #53 on June 27, 2019, with over 30 attendees.  Staff then revised the draft plan based on 
feedback at the public meeting.   
 
The proposed plan incorporates improved parking, sidewalk and path connectivity, reduction and relocation of 
the irrigation pond, turf reduction, increased native and pollinator landscape areas, accommodations for pickle 
ball and tennis, covered pavilions, seating, bocce ball, and security improvements for public safety.   The design 
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considerations include low impact development standards to reduce water usage, increase accessibility and 
disperse recreation areas.   
 
Survey results, a public meeting summary and the draft plan update is provided for the Commission’s 
consideration.   
 
Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
N/A  
      

 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes     X – No; Not at this time.  The Ross Gold Park Master Plan is a conceptual site 
development plan that will guide future priorities for expenditures and efforts to secure funding.   As project(s) 
and funding are identified in the future, these projects will be brought back to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission for consideration. 
 

Alternatives   
Do not approve the plan and provide alternate direction to staff.  
 

Commission Action Taken: 
Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 

                   2) _________________ ________ 

           ________ 

           ________ 

           ________ 

           ________ 

___________________________ 

     (Vote Recorded By) 
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