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   STAFF REPORT   

     

Agenda Item:  4     

 
Report To:  Parks and Recreation Commission     Meeting Date:  October 19, 2020 
 
Staff Contact:  Jennifer Budge, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Director  
 
Agenda Title:   For Possible Action: Discussion and possible action to make a recommendation to the 

Board of Supervisors regarding renaming the “Sierra Room” at the Carson City Community Center the 

“Robert “Bob” Crowell Board Room” and the Multipurpose Athletic Center the “Robert “Bob” Crowell 

Multipurpose Athletic Center.” 

Staff Summary:   Compliant with Resolution 1988-R-59, a request to rename the Sierra Room to 

honor the memory of Mayor Bob Crowell, was made through the City Manager for consideration by the 

Parks and Recreation Commission.  

Agenda Action:  Formal Action/Motion   Time Requested:  15 minutes      

 
 

Proposed Motion  
“I move to recommend to the Board of Supervisors to rename the Sierra Room at the Carson City 
Community Center to the "Robert "Bob" Crowell Board Room" and the Multipurpose Athletic Center the 
“Robert "Bob" Crowell Multipurpose Athletic Center.”    
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
 Quality of Life 

 
Previous Action   
N/A      

 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
Robert L. “Bob” Crowell was elected Mayor of Carson City in 2008 and assumed his duties as Mayor on 
January 5, 2009.  He was re-elected in 2012 and 2016.  Prior to being elected Mayor, Bob served 11 
years on the Carson City School Board of Trustees.  

Bob was a native Nevadan, born in the mining town of Tonopah and raised in Carson City.  An attorney 
by profession, Bob was a Vietnam Veteran and retired Navy Captain.  

Mayor Crowell and his wife Susan were married for 49 years and have four children, Brad, Caroline, 
David and Todd and two grandchildren.  Bob passed away on September 12, 2020.  

Bob was a believer in the intrinsic benefits of quality of life in Carson City and was a true champion for 
parks, trails and open space.  Before Bob’s passing, Department staff and Muscle Powered, dedicated a 
trail connecting to the Ash to Kings Trail, now known as “Bobs Trail”, to him in honor of National Trails 
Day.   
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A copy of Resolution No. 1988-R-59 regarding park naming is provided. Compliant with the 

Resolution, this request was made through the City Manager for consideration by the Parks and 

Recreation Commission.  Also attached is the citizen background and request pertaining to these 

matters.  

Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
Resolution No. 1988-R-59- Policies and Procedures for the Naming of Parks and Recreation Facilities 
in Carson City 
 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 

Alternatives   
Do not approve and provide alternate direction to staff.  
 
Commission Action Taken: 

Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 

                   2) _________________ ________ 

           ________ 

           ________ 

           ________ 

           ________ 

___________________________ 

     (Vote Recorded By) 
 

 

 



From: Larry Messina 
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2020 12:39 PM 
To: Lori Bagwell 
Subject: bob Crowell 
 

bob Crowell 

 
     As three term mayor of Carson City, Bob also served on the Carson City School Board for eleven years 
including as its President. He was also involved with with many local charities. He was awarded the 
inaugural Bob Crowell Community Ambassador’s Award by the Boys & Girls Club which will be granted 
every year. He was a long time member of the Carson City Rotary Club and a past president. As a retired 
Navy Captain he was very active in the Navy League and the Vietnam Veterans of America’s Carson 
Chapter. 
     Bob led the city through the 2007-11 downturn with sound fiscal management and tough decisions. 
Prior to Covid, Bob led the city to a very positive resurgence. Unemployment was reduced to essentially 
full employment.  
     The Multi-Purpose Athletic Center (MAC) was opened under his leadership. He was very passionate 
about the MAC being important to his quality of life vision for Carson City. 
     A bond issue allowed for a refurbished downtown and three other areas of redevelopment. Housing 
and population growth has exploded without tax increases. New hotels have been built and tourism has 
flourished.  
     But most important. Bob brought a high level of professionalism and respect to Carson City 
government. He was highly visible and was a reconciler. He brought competing positions together with 
success. He respected everyone’s opinion and listened well.  
     Our involvement with his three campaigns for Mayor gave us a chance to experience his real love of 
Carson City and his dream of making it a showplace of the West. Due to his leadership, the City was 
often recognized nationally as a “best place to live”. Bob often repeated his most important goal was to 
make Carson City a place where families could grow, prosper and recreate. We believe he certainly 
accomplished that. 
     So it is fitting that the MAC and the Sierra Board Room at the Community Center be named in his 
honor as a lasting legacy for a place he so actively supported from concept to reality and the room 
where he chaired 12 years of Supervisor meetings. 
     Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Susan Crowell 
Steve Robinson 
Bruce Robertson 
Mary Pierczynski  
Stan Jones  
Larry Messina 
10/12/20 
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