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are PDGA members 80,000 PDGA active- in the world
2022 members

DISC GOLF COURSE DESIGN: RICKY
BUIEDINGPAVKI CBETE,

INSCRIBING LIFESTYLE

$4 MILLION

“PLAYERS”

into UNDERUTILIZED

GUARANTEED

$250k SIGNING BONUS
PAID IN@bitcoin

_ an
PROFESSIONAL 10yr//$10 Million 4yr/$4 Million
PLAYERS Stay Ahead of the Curve
500,000 Projected to triple in 5 years
20,000

360marketupdates.com

The global Disc Golf market was valued
at USD 139 million in 2020 and is ex-
pected to reach USD 453 miillion by

the end of 2027, growing at a CAGR of
& 17.4% during 2021-2027.
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Figure 13. Professlonal Disc Golf Assoclation membership over time



Courses Leagues Places Events ~ Resources ~

Ratings &
Reviews

—) Stadium Course At Carson Ridge

Verdi Beak
m \'n'_;-'l"ul'_-"l'l..
Carson City, NV - 5 miles

Cone Peak
. ’ Cinder M«
399 ratings "™
ABSOLUTELY NO DOGS. Techincal, elevation, rocky sections, A
Pinyon-Juniper-Woodland, maintained trail-system. CARTS B ES | Castle Peak
STRONGLY DISCOURAGED to protect trails systern and habitat. o
i i i Hintan wilo 1 ntain y i

Please fix yvour gravel divots in front of teepads. eamboat

-

» . 11 09‘ + courses I|sted worldwmle
ijou Community Park m

South Lake Tahoe, CA-19.3 miles < “—" f-

Stadium: #1 NV

(w/ over 300 ratings)

Virginia City ==
27 holes ’ e New Washoe =
City l

[ caumon * R ' &

Teepad of 10 is clear, everything else is still under 2/3ft of snow. Course is playable just a Mount Baldy Frankiown

bit of a slog to punch through the snow. ‘ Silver City

& ; Mount i
1)

Zephyr Cove Park m Kings Beach @) " Dayton

P

Glenbrook, NV - 14.2 miles N L‘i 50,

Pony Express ;

. . 0]
#1 beginner course in J
Buried in several feet of snow. Beautiful course and sicne are aat. but just tough New Empire
the West? jsg;ldlgui\.ch:zhu of snow. Beautiful course and signs are great, but just tougt . 4 ir

Lake Tahoe Fiddlers Green

MNevada State Park — Pinion Hills
 46] o

18 haoles ;f,’;g L

Stampede DGP

Truckee, CA - 287 miles

Wooded course with open fairways. Lovely setting. Nearby McTarnat
camping, fishing, and boating. Glenbrook *

Bismark Peak

Snowed in!

_) Pony Express At Carson Ridge

Carson City, NV - 5 miles

Year-round

Recorded Udisc rounds since Carson

159 ratings °"= Ridge opened on Dec. 18, 2019:

Family and beginner friendly @ Hole course. Warm-up or practice

Course Review

course for experienced players. Holes from 92" to 2707

GOOD CONDITIONS

b2

Handout

by category

Donner Ski Ranch
Truckee, CA - 32 miles
18 holes

Mountain golf at its finest.
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Stadium Pony Express

4,087 + 2403 =

6,490
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Pioneering
Trails for disc golf

Complete trail networks
before opening

Ongoing trail monitoring

Training & Learning

Opportunities

shorts

(5mi) Trit gt

4946 ft-HP

fees to greens

4900ft — _ =

4854ft— P 5 mi
L

1 mi

1.5.mi

AVERAGE ELEVATION PROFILE

Inclination
average

gain

loss

TOTAL
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Cues to Care

Don't Crush

The Brush

Take Relief
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A Change of Course:

Practical Erosion Solutions
Second of a Two-Part Series

by PDGA's Environment Committee:
Michael Plansky, Jason Johnson,
Will McKissock and Bill Newman

1t

We hope this series will raise the disc golf community’s con-
sciousness about erosion. Creating awareness about how to devel-
ap dise J'II)“ courses on our lands FK'\F)IH1\'“:II:\' can empower profes-
sionals to take action. With an explosion of new players and media
cxposure, now is the time ro clevare disc golf in the public’s cye.
Thousands of courses have now been plaved for years, even decades.
There are s0 many lessons o be learned by observing how and why
some courses have become rired and worn. Making the landscape
r.\:|'|rri1.'|u..-:' c:|ll |'|'|:I1_.' i:|:||'_ dise ].:n-|| WHOre .11!1':I|,'Ii1.'|:' anel F:-ﬂﬂl'n,'liil“ matu-
al resources is a symbiotic relationship,

In the previous article we discussed how the water cycle inter-
acts with soil profiles. Erosion happens slowly in narure bur is accel-
erated greatly as a resule of the widespread foot-traffic inherent to
disc golf. Although all recreational activities that eccur in nature are
going to have some impact on the environment, disc golf’s foorpring
\nrnctiull,'\ [E3 him_;{"r lwy.ulw 'll;'; not as LAY {14) "'\.'I;,'|:. on tl,]'il." qllllikc
some other ourdoor activities. Jaimen Hume is a busy designer in the
Albany, New York area and designer of the Christ the King Center
DGE, Greenwich, New York, He reports “The biggest thing | do
to control crosion and soil compaction is make well-marked paths,
especially on side slopes.”

Professional designers face new challenges

Course design is changing fast to adapt to our sport’s super-
cha r_ul'd evolution and an il\l.‘ﬂ'_'l\ilﬂ.{ Fange in levels of |l]:!1_.'. Maon t:lrl|:.
have MANY COUrSes become ||r|1'!'xr o [est pop pros, but {lu'\.igm,':r\ are
also increasingly looking for ways to use elevation, sloping fairways
amd raised greens w challenge and engage players. These same fea-
tures also challenge designers to protect soil integriey and the local
ecology. Kevin McCoy has designed 20 courses in Oklahoma and
Caeorgia, e of which have been used for PDGA majors, He uses
multiple pin placements “so that putting arcas around the argers
have time to recover from foot traffic.” Jason Allind, a Colorado de-
n'ip.llrl, takes this CONCEPT Qe SICp further. He likes 1o rotare 1‘.'Iir“'.'l:- s
also, explaining: “This spreads players out even more on the hole.”
Another active designer, 2010 PDGA world champion Eric McCabe,
savs that when he designs on slopes, he thinks ahead: “Retaining
walls and proper installation from the get-go is the bese way to stay
on top of erosion.”

DISCGOLFER I FALL 2021

O
ey

The next generation of courses should address all levels of
|1!1\' We mul to design courses to .uI|Lh'T I.w::u:-. and par to suit

1 and weselt,
l isten to the |.1|1d E{-ruun;_ COUrses [o fn:=||1m :Il.-. ah.lpc of the land
on sloping sites as much as possible helps course flow and minimiz-
€5 COmpaction from a wider dise spray, Bomber-holes are fun, bur
throwing big downhills can create widespread trampling on steep
slopes.

Steve Branster has dL‘\i_L{Ih’.‘lI. 15 courses in I:|'u' Nnrlhc:!nl, with
seven used for elite-level |1|'-“." i|1c||.|{|'i||.1: FDIGA Worlds, He also
has designed several courses for beginners. His designs include the
courses at Smugelers” Nowch in Vermont and the co-design of War-
wick Dhse Golf course, Brinster |:|11'|1|'| asizes the i11|pur1,|||¢.: of tranls:
“Proper signage and trail building technigues can help eliminate any
significant erosion,” he says,

Plan for prevention

In our article in the summer issue, we described how a healthy
so0l matrx allows space for ain, wate o soil microbes and I.q:llll:i. The
compaction commaonly found throughout disc golf courses urns liv-
i:i|: ape dead dire, We asked |‘|.'.'|dr|‘\ to ke il'l"u'l:'l:lll::-rli' ul. their
local tracks to find patterns of erosion and compaction, and to imag-
ine selutions. We will outline some measures to remediate problem
areas on existing courses when its practical. More importantly, we
will focus on prevention, with regionally specific examples of how to
design and treat the landscape before allowing play on new courses.
Mew course Lll'\i.'ll::l}'lnl'“l'lﬂ iy need to be slowed to allow p-|.1|'|n. 4]
be reviewed by experts, ensuring site-specific erosion issues will be
addressed. This means we need to readjust our expecrations of time
and money 1o properly complete 2 course before play begins. An
aundce of '|1r|_=u,'||tinr| % at |e.'.|\.1 a '|1|s|,||1d ol ¢ure |.1'|1u|1 i| coanes fo
fixing compacred courses. Irreversible compaction of soils can hap-
pen within months of l)|k'lli1\l.'_ dl'}k'!llliﬂp_ on soil Tvpe, H.|t:|p-n and
climare, There are so many creative ways o protect the land while
making it more attractive to players, spectators and the general pub-
lic, Dana Vicich has designed 16 courses in Hlinois and is pru.h.'l:i\'r
about prevention. *Planning to budget for erosion control is as im-
partant as safe course design,™ he said. *We want our courses to last
a long time, as well as to not negatively impact the environment,”
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CARSON CITY Respect & Protect our Wildiife Habitat

a focus footsteps, mulched trail
b Drop Zone (Natrual Stone Paving)

C armored drainages (river rock)

d mulched island green

€ checkdam prevents blowouts
f connector trail: firm, direct, defined

g compacted gravel on steeper slope




Inclusivity
& Engagement

Facebook Page

Club Website

Informal - Free
Activities
Onsite

Design Cues
& Signhage
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Park Budget &
Grant Cycles

Iron Rangers

Towards
501(c)3

Master Plan

Maintenance Agreement

World Class
Events/Tourism




