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   STAFF REPORT   

     

Agenda Item: 8    

 
Report To:  Open Space Advisory Committee     Meeting Date:  April 18, 2022 

 
Staff Contact:  Lyndsey Boyer, Open Space Manager, lboyer@carson.org  

 
Agenda Title:  For Discussion Only: Review and discussion regarding a summary and overview of Open Space 
acquisitions. (Requested by Member Rob Ghiglieri)  
 
Staff Summary: Since 2000, the Open Space Program has been steadily acquiring critical property throughout 
Carson City. After passage of the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009, Carson City acquired 
approximately 3,600 additional acres to add to the program. This item is an overview and summary of the Open 
Space land acquisition program – including current priorities and objectives.  

 
Agenda Action:  Other/Presentation     Time Requested:  30 minutes  

 
 

Proposed Motion  
N/A 
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
 Quality of Life 

 
Previous Action   
August 16, 2012 – The Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution directing staff and the Open Space Advisory 
Committee to suspend efforts to acquire property for a period of two years to emphasize the active 
management of existing properties in the Open Space program.  

 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
Member Ghiglieri requested an Open Space acquisition summary to outline the program’s current and 
on-going priorities related to property acquisitions. Since inception in 1996, the Open Space program 
worked diligently for two decades to acquire extensive property throughout Carson City, focusing 
attention on preserving the Carson River corridor, working agricultural lands and hillsides and 
viewsheds. Additionally, through the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009 (OPLMA), 
Carson City nearly doubled the number of managed acres by acquiring lands from the Bureau of Land 
Management and the U.S. Forest Service. Since the completion of OPLMA in 2015, Open Space staff 
have been primarily focusing efforts and resources on land management activities. However 
acquisition opportunities are always evaluated as they arise, and two critical acquisitions were 
completed in 2018 and 2019 on the west side of Carson City – Highway-50 acquisition (20-acres) and 
Eagle View Open Space (206-acres).  
 
Currently, the Open Space Division remains an involved partner in two on-going acquisitions – Clear 
Creek and Old Woods Ranch conservation easement. Both projects have been in progress for many 
years and involve a variety of interested stakeholders including Nevada Land Trust, Nevada Division of 
Forestry, Nevada Division of State Lands, Carson Valley Trails Association and private property 
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owners. The Open Space Division remains an involved partner in both acquisitions and will continue 
working with interested parties on a conservation solution. In addition to these long-term 
acquisitions, staff have been evaluating lands managed throughout the Department and discussing the 
opportunity to realign management of undeveloped natural areas that currently fall under the 
responsibility of Parks Maintenance. Examples of these areas include the river corridor - Carson River 
Park, Riverview Park, Morgan Mill Trailhead, Empire Ranch Trail and Trailhead; as well as outliers 
such as Lakeview Park, Lone Mountain Trails, and the north C-Hill Trails. Given the undeveloped 
nature of these properties, as well as the natural resource management requirements at these 
locations, Open Space staff have been aiding with the management of these areas for several years. 
Activities include natural resource management planning, restoration, noxious weed abatement, trail 
maintenance and more. Additionally, the areas outlined above are all surrounded by designated Open 
Space properties – such as Silver Saddle Ranch, Vidler Open Space and the Ambrose Carson River 
Natural Area. As a result, Department staff have been internally discussing the potential realignment of 
management assignments for these areas, given their location and character. Assuming maintenance 
and responsibility for these properties would allow for more contiguous and consistent natural 
resource and recreation management along the river, essentially creating one contiguous river 
corridor system. Additionally, contiguous management of these areas would also improve the 
recreation experience by having consistent signage and feel across properties.  
 

ATTACHMENTS:  

Exhibit A: Open Space Property List Summary 

Exhibit B: Open Space Property List Map 

Exhibit C: Open Space Opportunities Map – East and West Side 

Exhibit D: Resolution  

Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
N/A 

 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 

If yes, account name/number:        

Is it currently budgeted?     Yes       No 

Explanation of Fiscal Impact:        

Alternatives   
 
      

 
 

 

 

 

Board Action Taken: 

Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 

                   2) _________________ ________ 

           ________ 
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           ________ 

           ________ 

           ________ 

___________________________ 

     (Vote Recorded By) 
 

 

 



Carson City Parks, Recreation & Open Space Department - Open Space Acquisitions

Carson City Ownership / Property Name Acres APN Date Acquired  Carson City 

Question 18 

 Grants / 

Supplemental 

Funding 

 Grant Funding Source 

 Purchase Price Cost Per Acre

West of Hwy 395 / Carson Street

Fulstone Wetlands 8.62 002-101-73 Aug 2001 donation -- -- -$    

Eagle View Open Space 206.22
007-091-66; 

007-293-29
Oct 2018

251,000$     250,000$     
Land & Water Conservation Fund

501,000$    2,429.44$     

Tahnu Leweh Open Space

Horsecreek Ranch Fee Title 

Acquisition
379.50

007-051-80; 

007-031-33; 

007-051-76

May 2005

1,300,000$     $    1,000,000 

 State of Nevada Question 1 

2,300,000$    6,060.61$     

Fagen Hwy 50 acquisition 20.00 007-051-81 Jan 2019  $    292,465  --  -- 292,465$    14,623$     

Horsecreek Ranch Conservation Easement 175.33

007-051-82; 

007-051-83; 

007-051-84

Mar 2009

503,653$    596,347$    

 State of Nevada Question 1 

1,100,000$    6,273.78$     

Dasolung Ridge Open Space 40.00 007-051-07 Dec 2006
100,000$     $    300,000 

 State of Nevada Question 1 
400,000$    10,000.00$     

PH Casey Preserve 77.01 007-092-08 Mar 2008 donation -- -- -$    

Voltaire Canyon Open Space 258.59 009-291-02 Sep 2011 USFS conveyance

Gumalonga Open Space 320.00

007-091-03; 

007-091-78; 

007-091-79; 

007-091-11

Sep 2011 USFS conveyance

Joost acquisition 20.25 007-101-55 Nov 2012 390,000$    -- -- 390,000$    19,259.26$     

Wilson acquisition 111.28
007-601-02; 

007-031-04
Jan 2009

146,480$    439,440$    
Forest Legacy Program

585,920$    5,265.28$     

Lands Bill (USFS Exchange)

N. Kings Canyon Rd 80.00 007-061-81 Sep 2011 USFS conveyance

N. Timberline 80.00 007-091-16 Sep 2011 USFS conveyance

W. Eagle View 40.00 007-091-22 Sep 2011 USFS conveyance

C-Hill 147.69
007-061-18; 

009-014-06
Sep 2011 USFS conveyance

Potter acquisition 20.83 009-014-05 Oct 2013 225,000$     -- -- 225,000$    10,801.73$     

=Sub-Total 1,985.32 2,983,598$     2,585,787$     -$     5,569,385$     

East of Hwy 395 / Carson Street

Carson River Canyon Open Space

Bently acquisition 470.00
010-011-25; 

010-011-24
Jan 2012

876,796$     $    513,900 

 Southern Nevada Public Land 

Management Act 1,390,696$    2,959$     

Serpa acquisition 373.57

008-531-39; 

008-531-40; 

010-011-26; 

010-021-55; 

010-011-27

Jan 2011

2,065,775$    1,075,000$    

 State of Nevada Question 1 

3,140,775$    8,407$     

Morgan Mill Preserve Open Space 32.00
008-541-92; 

008-541-73
Jan 2011  State of Nevada Question 1 

Ambrose Carson River Natural Area 233.17

010-021-41; 

008-541-03; 

010-582-07

May 2015 BLM conveyance

Vidler Open Space 38.96 010-681-02 Nov 2010 donation -- -- -$    

Old Buzzy's Ranch

Andersen acquisition 86.00 010-071-25 Aug 2007 1,750,000$     $    1,750,000  State of Nevada Question 1 3,500,000$    40,698$     

Jarrard acquisition 368.78

010-071-26; 

010-071-27; 

010-021-47

May 2010

931,048$    2,793,000$    

 State of Nevada Question 1 

3,724,048$    10,098$     

Silver Saddle Ranch 632.35

010-121-33; 

010-121-08; 

010-121-18; 

010-007-121; 

010-072-06

June 2015 BLM conveyance

East Silver Saddle Ranch 109.58
010-121-46; 

010-121-20
May 2015 BLM conveyance

Prison Hill Recreation Area 2,656.73

010-034-01; 

010-072-03; 

010-072-07; 

010-072-09; 

010-631-15; 

010-072-05; 

010-052-01; 

010-062-32; 

010-161-18; 

010-121-01; 

010-171-01; 

010-233-04; 

010-243-02; 

010-253-02; 

010-263-02; 

010-053-09; 

010-273-02; 

010-281-04

May 2015 BLM conveyance

Golden Eagle Open Space 19.28 010-502-01 Mar 2007 170,930$    129,070$     State of Nevada Question 1 300,000$    15,560$     

Mexican Dam Open Space 64.31 010-121-45 Mar 2008 1,650,000$    -- -- 1,650,000$    25,657$     

Washoe Wetlands 17.62 008-922-11 Aug 2001 donation -- -- -$    

Moffat Open Space 17.80 010-032-35 Nov 2000 327,600$    -- -- 327,600$    18,404$     

Freeway Multi-Use Path - Arraiz acquisition 0.65 010-041-74 Jan 2015
25,530$     10,000$     

 Carson City Regional 

Transportation Commission 35,530$    54,662$     

=Sub-Total 5,120.80 7,797,679$    6,270,970$    14,068,649$    

GRAND TOTAL 7,106.12 10,781,277$     8,856,757$     19,638,034$     

54.90% 45.10%

Other Interests

Goni Canyon - open space protection 

agreement until Dec 16, 2034
40.00

conditional --
--

-$    

Current as of: April 6, 2022

EXHIBIT A
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Carson City Open Space 
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East Side Open Space Opportunities
for Carson City, Nevada
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ID APN OWNER ACRES ID APN OWNER ACRES
1 007-031-19 HIGH CANYON TAHOE LLC 80 20 007-091-29 GLENN, MADELINE & SKARAKIS, G 40
2 007-031-20 HIGH CANYON TAHOE LLC 80 21 007-091-59 EAGLE VALLEY CONSTRUCTION CO 40
3 007-031-25 HERTZ FAMILY LIVING TRUST 50 22 007-091-60 EAGLE VALLEY CONSTRUCTION CO 77
4 007-031-31 WEST PEAK-HCT LLC 81 23 007-091-61 WILLOW HILLS I LLC 40
5 007-031-32 HIGH CANYON TAHOE LLC 81 24 007-091-62 EAGLE VALLEY CONSTRUCTION CO 80
6 007-051-09 SCHULZ INVESTMENTS 81 25 007-091-63 EAGLE VALLEY CONSTRUCTION CO 60
7 007-051-12 THE OLD WOODS RANCH LLC 80 26 007-091-66 HAMM, GERALD & LUANNA 187
8 007-051-25 SCHULZ INVESTMENTS 44 27 007-092-07 HORNEMANN, COREY 25
9 007-051-70 SCHULZ INVESTMENTS 275 28 007-092-10 JACKALOPE LLC 97

10 007-051-79 THE OLD WOODS RANCH LLC 50 29 007-092-11 JACKALOPE LLC 25
11 007-051-81 FAGEN, WILLIAM MICHAEL 2005 TR 20 30 007-092-12 SAM NV PROPERTIES LLC SERIES 1 61
12 007-061-02 LONG, WILLIAM H JR 200 31 007-092-13 JACKALOPE LLC 23
13 007-061-05 DARLING SUR TR & DARLING MAR TR 37 32 007-131-16 PEDERSON, GLADYS TRUST ET AL 25
14 007-061-06 SCHULZ LIVING TRUST DTD 6/2/80 14 33 007-293-29 HAMM, GERALD & LUANNA 20
15 007-610-06 JOOST LAND & CATTLE CO, INC 64 34 009-021-02 C C TREAS - TRUSTEE (STANTON PARK DEVELOPMENT INC) 251
16 007-061-22 HAMILTON, WESLEY F 27 35 009-031-01 C C TREAS - TRUSTEE (STANTON PARK DEVELOPMENT INC) 147
17 007-061-61 ADAMS, MAE B TRUST 12 36 009-031-29 COOLEY, SCOTT M SEP PROP TRUST 73
18 007-082-01 HAMILTON, WESLEY F 19 37 009-151-01 C C TREAS - TRUSTEE (STANTON PARK DEVELOPMENT INC) 73
19 007-091-28 CARSON LODGE #1 82
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