
Agenda Item No: 17.B

STAFF REPORT

Report To: Board of Supervisors Meeting Date: October 20, 2022

Staff Contact: Sean Slamon, Fire Chief; Bryon Hunt, Fire Captain; and Dave Aurand, Business Manager

Agenda Title: For Possible Action: Discussion and possible action regarding direction from the Board of
Supervisors (“Board”) on a request from the Professional Fire Fighters of Nevada
Benevolent Association (“PFFN”) to incorporate Carson City’s World Trade Center Steel
I-Beam (“Beam”), which is currently part of the City’s 9/11 Memorial in Mills Park (“City
Memorial”) into a forthcoming memorial to the firefighters of the State being constructed at
the Nevada State Capitol Complex (“State Memorial”). (Sean Slamon,
sslamon@carson.org and Bryon Hunt, bhunt@carson.org)

Staff Summary:  Nevada Senate Bill (“SB”) 540 was enacted in 2017 and allows the PFFN
to construct “a memorial to the firefighters of this State” at the Capitol Complex. PFFN has
requested that the City consider moving the Beam to the State Memorial. The State
Memorial is nearing completion, and its design would allow it to incorporate the Beam. Staff
seeks direction regarding whether the Board is open to allowing the Beam to be used in the
State Memorial and, if so, direction to perform appropriate due diligence for that
transaction.

Agenda Action: Formal Action / Motion Time Requested: 15 minutes

Proposed  Motion
Depends on discussion.  If direction is to proceed: "I move to direct staff to proceed with due diligence to
incorporate the Beam into the State Memorial."

Board's Strategic Goal
Efficient Government

Previous Action
December 19, 2013 (Item 9-5) – The Board took action to designate Mills Park as the permanent location of the
City Memorial. 

October 1, 2009 (Item 16) - The Board authorized the Mayor to sign a letter to the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey requesting that Carson City be awarded an item from the debris of the World Trade Center.

Background/Issues & Analysis
In late 2016, PFFN started the process of designing a new firefighter memorial. PFFN successfully lobbied at
the State Legislature for space at the Capital Complex for a firefighter memorial, which was approved by
enactment of SB 540 in 2017. 
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Over this past year, PFFN has raised enough money to finally commence construction of the State Memorial
with the assistance of its contractor, Q&D Construction. The cost so far has exceeded $750,000. All money
has been raised through donations. 

The supporting materials for this item show how PFFN would incorporate the Beam into the State Memorial, if
the City were to approve moving the Beam. 

PFFN is open to an arrangement where the City will retain ownership of the Beam, but permit it to be
incorporated into the new State Memorial. If the City were interested in donating the Beam to PFFN for display
at the State Memorial, PFFN would be happy to explore that option as well.

Moving the Beam from the City Memorial to the State Memorial would be done at no cost to the City, and Q&D
Construction has agreed to help with any changes that need to be made based upon the decision of the Board.
The plaque currently affixed to the Beam would remain on the Beam at the new State Memorial. 

Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation
NRS 244.265 and 332.185; Section 1.040 of the Carson City Charter; and SB 540

Financial Information
Is there a fiscal impact? No

If yes, account name/number: N/A

Is it currently budgeted? No

Explanation of Fiscal Impact: All costs will be covered by the PFFN.

Alternatives

Attachments:
Fallen Firefighters Memorial.pdf

12_19_13 agenda item.pdf

WTC - 911 Memorial.pdf

Board Action Taken:
Motion: _________________ 1) ________________ Aye/Nay

2) ________________ _________
_________
_________
_________
_________

_________________________________
(Vote Recorded By)
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1600702/Fallen_Firefighters_Memorial.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1602511/12_19_13_agenda_item.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1602516/WTC_-_911_Memorial.pdf


FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS
MEMORIAL
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• The original Firefighters memorial in Mills Park was dedicated on June 6, 1993. 

• This memorial was made possible by numerous donation from all around the state 

with many of them coming from individuals in Carson City.

• The city graciously donated the land that the memorial currently sits on.

• The current memorial is managed by a board of individuals from Northern Nevada.

• Carson City Parks & Recreation has graciously maintained the memorial for the past 

25+ years.
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• For the last 15+ years there has been an effort to 

move the current Firefighters memorial to Capitol 

grounds.

• This was for many reasons; however, moving it to 

Capitol grounds would provide 24 hour security 

and ensure the memorial would not be damaged 

or defaced.

• We also chose the Capitol grounds because this is 

where the Fallen Police and Military Memorials 

are located.
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• Multiple sessions ago the Professional 

Firefighters of Nevada began to lobby for 

a bill to secure a location on Capitol 

grounds.

• In 2017 SB 540 was drafted and carried 

by then Senator Aaron Ford. It dedicated a 

site on Legislative Grounds for a 

permanent Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial.

• SB 540 passed and was signed by 

Governor Sandoval.

• The site that was given is very close to the 

Fallen Police Officers Memorial
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• With the signing of the bill, the PFFN was given control and oversight of 

the new memorial. 

• The decommissioning of the original Firefighters Memorial, and the 

commissioning of the new Firefighters Memorial, has been planned and 

will be carried out with input from the original Firefighters Memorial 

Board and the PFFN.

• The memorial has been paid for by community donations solicited by 

the PFFN and by the firefighters of the state of Nevada.

• The largest donations thus far have been made by members of the PFFN, 

NV Energy, Southwest Gas, an incredibly gracious individual from Las 

Vegas, and the firefighter/police football game. The rest has been made 

up of hundreds of other generous individuals and businesses.

• The construction of the new Memorial will use no Government dollars.
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RENDERING OF NEW MEMORIAL
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• The new Memorial will consist of a large 

rear wall with five life-sized bronze statues 

of firefighters working at a fire scene.

• The wall will be clad in black granite with 

the names of the fallen etched in. 

• QR codes will be provided on the wall 

near each name to provide a story about 

each fallen firefighter.

• This new memorial will forever represent 

ALL firefighters, whether they be career, 

volunteer, or private.
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MEMORIAL STATUES
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WORLD TRADE CENTER 9/11 BEAM

With the creation of a new Fallen Firefighters Memorial and the 

closing of the Original Fallen Firefighters the PFFN is requesting to 

move the WTC 9/11 beam to the new Memorial site.

The new location is fitting home to a piece of history that symbolizes 

the sacrifices made by both Fire and Police.

It also will be in a location that is well visited in this City. Capitol 

grounds are visited by citizens from all over the State of Nevada, the 

United States and the World. 

The Beam will still rest in this City and will be forever Memorialized 

as part of the City and it’s Citizens
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BEAM CONTINUED

The New Memorial location will provide a much greater level of security. We were 

required to provide cameras that are monitored 24 hours a day by Capitol Police. 

The Capitol grounds are provided with a high level of around the clock security.

The Beam will be maintained year round by a combination of the Legislative 

Counsel Bureau and the PFFN. It will be maintained in a manner fitting the Honor 

it deserves. 

The moving and the maintenance of the Beam will be at no cost to the City. The 

PFFN will bear all those costs. The Original plaque will remain on the Beam as a 

reminder of where it came from.

The monies are provided for in our Benevolent Account that is funded by our 

License Plate fees and Donations. 
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