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 SPORTS EXPULSION POLICY  

Title/Topic: Sports Expulsion Policy  Number: 2026-2 

Authors: Scott Chapman, Recreation Manager-Sports/MAC 
                   Taylor Oshinski, Recreation Coordinator-Sports 
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Attachments:  
1. Expulsion Notice 
2. Code of Conduct Agreement  
3. Appeal Request Form 
4. Appeal Determination Letter 

Applies to:  Youth and adult participants or players enrolled in, officiating, spectating or present at 
sports programs using any field or facility within Carson City’s park system, regardless of whether 
the sports program is sponsored or co-sponsored by Carson City; Department representatives (full-
time, seasonal, part-time employees; contractors, volunteers) present at a game, tournament or 
other event of a sports program.  

 
1.0  PURPOSE AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
The Carson City Parks, Recreation and Open Space Department is committed to providing a positive, safe, 
and respectful environment where all participants, staff, and community members can recreate. While the 
Department strives to resolve conflicts through proactive communication, education, and corrective 
measures, the Department recognizes that expulsion may be necessary when an individual’s actions pose a 
threat to the program's safety, well-being, or integrity. 

The purpose of this policy is to: 

• Establish clear expectations for conduct and participation. 
• Ensure that expulsion decisions are made fairly, consistently, and transparently. 
• Protect the collective interests of the community while honoring individual dignity. 
• Provide opportunities for due process and, when appropriate, pathways for reinstatement. 

 
Through this policy, the Department reaffirms its commitment to upholding Carson City's mission and 
values while maintaining a safe and supportive environment for all participants. This policy shall be 
reviewed annually by the Department and updated as needed to reflect best practices and legal compliance.  
 
2.0 DEFINITIONS 

Appeals Committee: An independent Appeals Committee comprised of three neutral, non-biased 
individuals not involved in the original decision/expulsion.  

City: The municipality of Carson City. 
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City Co-Sponsored: Services that are organized, promoted, and conducted in part by the Department 
and/or in part by another City Department, outside agency, private organization, business or individual(s), 
and are the responsibility of both parties as defined in a contract, agreement, memorandum of 
understanding or similar instrument.  

City-Sponsored: Services that are organized, promoted, and conducted exclusively by the Department or 
another City Department and are the sole responsibility of the City. 

Department: Carson City Parks, Recreation and Open Space Department.  
 
Department Representatives/Staff: May include City employees (full-time, part-time, or seasonal); City 
contractors/agents (sports officials such as referees or umpires); and volunteers (coaches/managers).  
 
Director: Director of Carson City Parks, Recreation and Open Space Department. 
 
Ejection: The immediate and mandatory removal of a player, coach, manager, or other team personnel from 
the field, court, building, park, or sports venue by an official (referee or umpire) during a game or sport.  
Ejections are typically temporary for one game or a limited duration.  
 
Expulsion: Formal removal, or exclusion by a department representative from a sports program or from a 
City-owned field, facility, or other venue. Expulsions are typically longer-term and may be permanent 
depending on the severity of the offense.  
 
Participant: A player, coach, umpire, official, spectator, or any other person participating in, observing, 
watching, or present at a game, tournament, or other event of a Sports Program. 
 
Player: An individual enrolled in a sports program.  
 
PRC: The Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
Sports Program: A City-sponsored, City co-sponsored, or any other sports-centric recreation program, 
league, or tournament being played in or on City-owned fields, facilities, or other venues.  
 
Youth Player: A Youth Player is defined as an individual aged 3 -17 years. 

 
3.0 EXPULSION CRITERIA 
Participants may be excluded from a sports program for any of the following violations: 

3.1 Verbal Unsportsmanlike Behavior: Verbal Unsportsmanlike Behavior includes bullying; 
harassment; verbal abuse; any form of discrimination or disrespect against any player, 
spectator, coach/manager, sports official, or City employee; or refusal to follow rules or 
officials’ decisions. 

3.2 Unsportsmanlike Behavior/Actions: Unsportsmanlike Behavior/Actions include physical 
aggression, incidents of fighting, or actions that appear to have malicious intent, including 
spitting, toward other players, coaches, officials, spectators, or City employees. This also 
includes inappropriate actions or behaviors, such as lewdness or sexual advances.  

3.3 Safety Concerns: A Safety Concern exists when a participant’s behavior or conduct poses a risk 
to themselves or others, or a participant damages property, throws or uses equipment as a 
weapon, or uses illegal/unauthorized equipment. 

3.4 Noncompliance with Eligibility Requirements: Noncompliance with any eligibility 
requirement for participating in a sports program, including violations of age restrictions, 
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violations of registration processes and procedures, falsified information, ineligible players, or 
participating while already under an expulsion or suspension. 

3.5 Substance Use or Possession: Use or possession of drugs or alcohol, drug paraphernalia or 
smoking and/or vaping in prohibited areas. 

 
4.0 BEHAVIOR CODE OF CONDUCT AND CONSEQUENCES 

 
 

VIOLATION  OFFENSE DESCRIPTION MINIMUM SUSPENSION MAXIMUM SUSPENSION 

Verbal 
Unsportsmanlike 

Behavior  

Bullying, harassment, verbal 
abuse, discrimination, 

disrespect/refusal to follow 
official rules/decisions, etc. 

Immediate ejection from the 
game 

Up to 1 calendar year from 
the date of the incident 

 
Repeated offenses: 

Permanent Expulsion 

Unsportsmanlike 
Behavior/Actions 

Physical aggression or 
incidents of fighting, intent of 

bodily harm, spitting, etc. 

Immediate ejection from the 
game, plus 1 additional game Permanent Expulsion  

Safety Concerns 
 

Posing a risk to themselves 
or others, damaging 

property, using equipment as 
a weapon  

Immediate ejection from the 
game, plus 5 games Permanent Expulsion 

Use of illegal equipment 

 
Immediate ejection from the 
game, confiscation of illegal 

equipment (possibly 
returned to the coach at the 

end of the game) 
 

Up to 1 calendar year from 
the date of the incident 

 
Repeated offenses: 

Permanent Expulsion 

Noncompliance with 
Eligibility 

Requirements 

Falsification of age 
restrictions, registration 

violations, falsified 
information, ineligible 

players, and participating 
while already suspended. 

 
If by player or parent alone, 
immediate ejection from the 

game, expulsion for the 
season if ineligible 

 

Up to 1 calendar year from 
the date of the incident 

 
Ineligibility: expulsion for 

the season for the 
individual, forfeiture of the 

season for the team. 
 

Repeated offenses: 
Permanent Expulsion 

 
*Reset of expulsion or 

suspension start date for 
already suspended players 

 
If participation by coach or 

team, forfeiture of that game 
 

Substance Use 

Use or possession of 
marijuana or alcohol in non-
permitted areas/facilities, or 

smoking/vaping in non-
permitted areas 

Immediate ejection from that 
game 

Permanent Expulsion 

Illegal use of performance-
enhancing drugs or 

substances, or use or 
possession of drugs or drug 

paraphernalia not falling into 
the other two categories 

 
Immediate ejection from the 
game, plus 1 additional game 

 

Use or possession of illegal, 
non-prescription drugs or 

drug paraphernalia 
Expulsion for the season 
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4.1 The above matrix is designed as a guideline and may not cover all situations that may arise. The 
City reserves the right to address unanticipated issues, including those not listed on the matrix, 
in keeping with the circumstances and severity.  

4.2 Suspended players are not permitted to participate in any sports program on City property 
during the term of the suspension, not just the program they were excluded from. 

4.3 Previous Code of Conduct violations will be taken into consideration when determining the 
length of suspension and may add additional time to the terms listed above.  

4.4 Suspension length will be considered based on the severity of the violation. 
4.5 Players who are in an appeals process are not permitted to participate in any City sports 

program(s) until an appeals decision has been made or the length of their original suspension 
has been served.  The Appeals Committee may, in the Committee’s discretion, suspend this rule 
during the pendency of an appeal. 

4.6 Players who are suspended could be subject to official/legal trespass depending upon the 
severity of the violation. 

4.7 Any Department personnel designated by the Director may expel a participant under this 
policy.  

 
5.0 APPEALS PROCESS 
Participants have the right to appeal an expulsion decision by following the steps below: 
 

1. Filing an Appeal: 
An Appeals Form may be delivered via US mail, email, or hand delivered. Must be submitted to the 
Recreation Superintendent within 7 calendar days of the Expulsion Notice. The Appeal Form may 
be obtained from the Department and must be submitted and completed before the appeals process 
begins. Form is also available on the city website at carsoncity.gov/parksandrec.   

2. Appeals Committee: 
The 3-person Appeals Committee will be appointed by the Director for no more than one-year 
terms and will consist of: 

• Recreation Superintendent overseeing sports programming for the City; 
• a member of the PRC, a third-party recreation professional, a representative 

recommended by the Director or City Manager; and 
• an adult resident of Carson City involved in a Sports Program. 

3. Initial Review:  
The Appeals Committee will conduct an initial review of the appeal within 14 business days of 
receipt.  

4. Hearing (if requested by the Appeals Committee):  
After the initial review, the Appeals Committee may request a hearing (in person or virtual), during 
which the participant can present their case. The committee may also ask questions or request 
additional documentation. 

5. Final Decision: 
The Appeals Committee will issue a final written decision via email and U.S. mail sent within 7 
calendar days of the Initial Review or the Hearing, if a hearing is held.  The Appeals Committee may 
uphold, reverse, or modify the suspension imposed on the participant.  This decision of the Appeals 
Committee is final and binding. 

 
6.0 REINSTATEMENT 
Participants who are suspended for a period of less than one year, after completion of that time, may return 
to play, coach, observe, watch, or otherwise participate in a sports program. Participants who have been 
suspended for one year or longer, upon completion of that time, are required to meet with either the 
Recreation Program Manager or Recreation Program Coordinator to review expectations and sign a Code of 
Conduct Agreement. 
 



Expulsion Notice 
 
Date:        
 
To:        

(Player/Coach/Parent Name) 

From:        
Carson City Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
 

This letter serves as official notice that the individual listed above has been suspended from participation 
in Sports activities with __________________________ Carson City Parks, Recreation, and Open Space. 

 

Suspension Details: 

• Length of Suspension:        

• Effective Dates:        

 

Reason(s) for Suspension 
 
☐ Verbal Unsportsmanlike Behavior 
☐ Unsportsmanlike Behavior/Actions 
☐ Safety Concerns 
☐ Noncompliance with Eligibility Requirements 
☐ Substance Use 
☐ Other: ________________________________________ 

 

Additional Notes/Comments: 

 

 

Recreation Coordinator:       

Signature: ____________________________________      Date: _______________ 

Recreation Manager:        

Signature: ____________________________________      Date: _______________ 

 



Code of Conduct Agreement 

 
Date:       

Team/League:           

 

I acknowledge that I have read and received the Carson City Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Sports 
Expulsion Policy and Code of Conduct. 

I agree to abide by the rules, demonstrate good sportsmanship, and accept any consequences if I fail to 
follow the code. 

 

Name:       

Signature:      

Date:       

 

Parent/Guardian (if under 18): 

Name:       

Signature:      

Date:       

 



Expulsion Appeal Determination Letter 

 

Date:      

 

Dear [Player’s Name], 

 

The appeals committee has reviewed your request regarding the suspension issued on  

   .  After careful consideration, the committee’s decision is as follows: 

 

☐ Appeal Approved – The suspension is overturned, and you are eligible to return immediately. 

☐ Appeal Denied – The suspension is upheld as originally issued. You will be eligible to return on:  

     

☐ Appeal Amended – The suspension has been modified as follows: 

             
             
             
              

 

We appreciate your continued commitment to sportsmanship, respect, and the standards of conduct 
outlined by Carson City Parks, Recreation, and Open Space. Please note that any future violations may 
result in stronger disciplinary action. 

 

Sincerely, 

      

[Name] 
[Title / Appeals Committee Chair] 
[Organization] 
[Date of Appeals Decision] 



 

Appeal Request Form 
 
Player Name:        

Team/League:        

Date of Suspension:      
 
Reason for Suspension (check all that apply): 

☐ Verbal Unsportsmanlike Behavior 
☐ Unsportsmanlike Behavior/Actions 
☐ Safety Concern(s) 
☐ Noncompliance with Eligibility Requirements 
☐ Substance Use 
☐ Other: _______________________________ 
 
Player’s Statement (please use backside of form if more space is needed): 

             
             
             
              

I would like to appeal my suspension from     for the following reason(s): 

             
             
             
              

I ask that my suspension be: 

☐ Reduced 
☐ Overturned 
☐ Upheld but with conditions (ex: community service, training) 
 

Player Signature:       

Date:          

Official Use Only: Appeal Form Received By:    Date Received:   
    

 



Players Statement Continued: 
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